Military  shocked 
by  pro-gay  report 

Pentagon  officials  reject  a  year-old  study  by  the 
Department  of  Defense  that  urges  an  end  to 
anti-gay /lesbian  policies 


By  Jennie  McKnight 

WASHINGTON  —  A  Department  of 
Defense  (DOD)  report  that  concludes  that 
gay  men  and  lesbians  are  suitable  for 
military  service  was  made  public  Oct.  21,  to 
the  great  embarrassment  of  Pentagon  of¬ 
ficials  who  for  months  have  been  both  deny¬ 
ing  the  existence  of  the  study  and  attempting 
to  suppress  it.  The  report  also  recommends 
that  the  military  consider  abandoning  its 
policy  of  banning  gay  men  and  lesbians 
from  service,  likening  the  policy  to  those 
previously  used  to  exclude  and  segregate  ser- 
vicemembers  on  the  basis  of  race  and  sex. 

The  draft  report,  titled  “Nonconforming 
Sexual  Orientations  and  Military  Suitabili¬ 
ty,”  was  written  nearly  a  year  ago  by  resear¬ 
chers  associated  with  the  Defense  Personnel 
Security  Research  and  Education  Center 
(PERSEREC).  This  military  think  tank, 


created  in  the  wake  of  the  1986  Walker  spy 
scandal,  was  asked  by  the  Pentagon  to  study 
whether  homosexuality  presents  a  security 
risk  for  military  or  civilian  defense  person¬ 
nel  (an  assertion  consistently  used  by  the 
military  to  justify  its  exclusionary  policy). 

In  addition  to  examining  the  question  of 
security,  PERSEREC  researchers  Theodore 
Sarbin  and  Kenneth  Karols  also  looked  at 
the  “suitability”  of  lesbians  and  gay  men 
for  service.  In  their  report,  Sarbin  and 
Karols  found  that  “having  a  same-gender  or 
an  opposite-gender  orientation  is  unrelated 
to  job  performance  in  the  same  way  as  is  be¬ 
ing  left  or  right  handed.” 

The  researchers  argue  that  gay  men  and 
lesbians  are  members  of  a  “minority 
group,”  whose  behavior  should  not  be  cast 
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Domestic  partnership 
proposition  in  trouble 

Supporters  fear  that  a  low  voter  turnout  and  aftereffects 
of  the  quake  may  lead  to  ordinance’s  defeat 


By  Michael  C.  Botkin 

SAN  FRANCISCO  —  Despite  endorse¬ 
ments  by  virtually  every  elected  official  in 
the  city,  and  despite  the  absence  of  any  visi¬ 
ble  opposition  other  than  the  Catholic 
Church,  the  city’s  Domestic  Partnership  or¬ 
dinance,  Proposition  S,  is  in  danger  of  going 
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down  in  defeat.  Yes  on  S  organizers  fear 
that  apathy  in  the  lesbian  and  gay  communi¬ 
ty  coupled  with  low  voter  turnout  in  an  off- 
year  election  may  doom  the  initiative.  In  ad¬ 
dition,  the  recent  devastating  earthquake 
(see  related  story,  p.  )  may  also  contribute 
to  bad  news  at  the  polls  for  supporters  of 
Proposition  S. 

Introduced  by  openly  gay  City  Supervisor 
Harry  Britt,  the  ordinance  was  unanimously 
endorsed  by  the  Board  of  Supervisors  last 
May.  However,  on  the  day  the  ordinance 
was  to  become  law,  petitions  with  26,000 
signatures  were  suddenly  produced  by  a 
religious  conservative  coalition,  forcing  the 
ordinance  to  be  put  to  the  electorate  for  a 
vote.  Although  60  percent  of  the  city’s  overall 
population  supports  the  measure,  polls 
show  it  lagging  badly  among  those  most 
likely  to  vote  in  the  November  election. 

The  ordinance  is  in  danger  despite  the 


almost  total  lack  of  organized,  visible  op¬ 
position.  The  conservative  members  of  the 
clergy  who  forced  the  ordinance  into  a  vote, 
the  Rev.  Charles  Mcllhenny  and  Rabbi  Leib 
Feldman,  have  dropped  from  sight,  and  few 
have  stepped  forward  to  take  their  place. 
Publicly  campaigning  against  the  bill  is 
perceived  as  political  suicide.  Although  the 
bill  offers  very  limited  benefits  —  hospital 
visitation  and  bereavement  leave  —  and  a 
similar  law  in  Berkeley  is  in  fact  utilized 
more  by  heterosexual  than  gay  or  lesbian 
couples,  the  ordinance  has  been  dubbed  a 
referendum  on  “gay  lifestyles”  and  few 
politicians  are  willing  to  anger  the  city’s 
large  and  generally  well-organized  gay 
community. 

Some  organized  opposition  has  come 
from  the  Archdiocese  of  San  Francisco.  The 
Catholic  Church,  which  has  taken  a  leading 
role  in  campaigning  against  gay  rights  or¬ 
dinances  in  many  cities,  has  put  out  a  flyer 
opposing  Proposition  S,  claiming  that  it 
“discriminates  against  married  couples” 
and  will  “erode  the  commitment  of  marriage 
in  the  public  mind.”  The  Archdiocese  spec¬ 
ifically  denounced  “any  attempt  to  portray 
the  gay  community  in  negative  terms,”  but 
few  doubt  the  church’s  homophobic 
motivation.  “We’ve  been  called  ‘abomina¬ 
tion’  by  them  for  so  long  that  we  can  see 
through  this  smokescreen,”  said  a  Yes  on  S 
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Mass,  gay  rights  bill 
clears  another  hurdle 


Lesbian  and  gay  rights  advocates  predict  that  the  bill  will 
become  law  by  mid-November 


By  Carrie  Wofford 

BOSTON  —  The  Massachusetts  House  of 
Representatives  granted  final  approval  to 
the  gay  and  lesbian  civil  rights  bill  by  a  nar¬ 
row  margin  of  79-73  on  Monday  evening, 
Oct.  23.  Lobbyists  expect  the  bill  to  be 
enacted  by  the  Senate  either  Oct.  30  or  Nov. 
1,  after  which  Governor  Michael  Dukakis 
will  have  ten  working  days  to  sign  the  bill  in¬ 
to  law,  which  he  has  promised  to  do. 


legislature  passed  its  version  of  a  gay  and  les¬ 
bian  civil  rights  bill.  There  was  a  major  set¬ 
back  in  1983  in  California,  when  Governor 
George  Deukmejian  vetoed  a  civil  rights  bill 
after  it  had  been  enacted  by  both  the  House 
and  Senate. 

“This  could  have  a  big  impact,  especially 
on  New  England  states . . .  which  all  have  de¬ 
cent  shots  [at  passing  civil  rights  protection 


Gay  and  lesbian  rights  advocates  celebrate  after  House  victory,  Oct.  23 


Massachusetts  would  join  Wisconsin  in 
becoming  the  second  state  in  the  country  to 
grant  state-wide  civil  rights  protection  for 
gay  men  and  lesbians  in  the  areas  of  hous¬ 
ing,  employment,  credit,  and  public  accom¬ 
modations. 

The  Massachusetts  bill  is  gaining  national 
attention  from  gay  and  lesbian  activists 
around  the  country.  Gay  men  and  lesbians 
have  not  seen  victory  for  civil  rights  protec¬ 
tion  since  1982,  when  the  Wisconsin  state 


laws]  in  the  next  few  years,”  David  LaFon- 
taine,  lobbyist  for  the  Coalition  for  Gay  and 
Lesbian  Civil  Rights,  told  GCA'.  He  noted 
Connecticut’s  near  victory  in  1987,  when  a 
tie  vote  in  the  House  defeated  their  gay 
rights  bill. 

The  latest  victory  here  came  in  the  House 
of  Representatives  after  a  strange  afternoon 
of  debate.  Opponents  of  the  bill  voted 
against  a  series  of  anti-gav  amendments  in- 
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Quote  of  the  week 

“The  fact  that  he  was  a  homosexual 
played  a  big  role  in  them  meeting  and  him 
dying.” 


the  guys  do  so  much  stuff  in  the  rest¬ 
room.”  Thomas  also  said  that  gay  men 
had  cut  holes  in  the  men’s  room  walls  which 
divide  the  stalls  in  order  to  watch  other  peo¬ 
ple  at  the  urinals. 

□  Anthony  Villalobos 


women’s  dances  and  rituals  and  space  for 
meetings.  Oasis  also  hopes  to  sponsor  con¬ 
certs  and  workshops.  Camping  facilities  are 
available  for  $3.00  per  night.  Women  can 
also  “sleep  in”  at  the  center  for  the  same 
price  or  pay  $5.00  for  the  use  of  the  kitchen 
as  well. 

Oasis  seeks  feminist  and  lesbian  books 
and  magazines,  bedding  and  office  supplies, 
and  money  for  operation  of  the  center.  For 
more  information,  write  (in  English  or 
Spanish)  to  Oasis,  c/o  Safuega,  Lista  de 
Correos,  Tepoztlan,  Morelos  62520,  Mex¬ 
ico. 

□  John  Hubert 


bed,”  Oqt.  6 

AIDS  and  abortion 
rights  activists  join 
forces 

CHICAGO  —  Shouting  “Back  alleys  are 
for  dumpsters,  closets  are  for  clothes!”, 
AIDS  and  abortion  rights  activists  demon¬ 
strated  together  Oct.  6  to  support  gay  and 
lesbian  rights  and  reproductive  freedom. 
Sponsored  by  ACT  UP/Chicago  and  the 
Emergency  Clinic  Defense  Coalition,  the 
march  here  was  part  of  a  national  day  of  ac¬ 
tions  called  for  by  ACT  NOW,  the  AIDS 
Coalition  to  Network,  Organize  and  Win 
(see  GCN,  Oct.  15). 

Street  theater  was  the  centerpiece  of  the 
action  as  demonstrators  paraded  a  “free¬ 
dom  bed”  containing  two  men  making  love. 
A  mock  U.S.  Sen.  Jesse  Helms  (R-N.C.), 
author  of  anti-gay  and  pro-censorship 
legislation,  joined  the  fray  and  exclaimed, 
“And  now  as  the  creator  of  artistic  legisla- 
tion/I  say  the  NEA  (National  Endowment 
for  the  Arts)  must  be  permanently  cut/Let’s 
use  the  money  for  moral  re-education.”  The 
men  in  the  bed  replied,  “Go  shove  your 
Norman  Rockwell  up  your  butt.”  And  a 
fake  Joseph  Scheidler,  ardent  anti¬ 
abortionist,  confronted  a  lesbian  threesome 
who  had  replaced  the  men  and  said,  “What 
is  this  —  women  defining  their  own  sexuali¬ 
ty,  women  claiming  their  own  desire? 
There’s  no  penetration!  No  procreation!” 
Throughout  the  demonstration,  the  Pope 
and  the  Supreme  Court  lurked  in  the  back¬ 
ground,  lifting  up  the  sheets  and  peering  at 
their  law  books  while  fondling  their  gavels. 

The  purpose  of  the  colorful  street  theater 
was  to  decry  the  interference  by  right-wing 
legislators  in  the  lives  of  all  people  and  to 
connect  the  issues  of  reproduction,  sexuality 
and  AIDS.  AIDS  and  abortion  rights  activ¬ 
ists  drew  legal  parallels  between  the  issues, 
and  focused  on  the  Hardwick  and  Webster 
Supreme  Court  decisions.  Other  parallel 
demands  included  free  and  universal  health 
care  and  an  end  to  racism  and  sexism. 

After  the  street  theater,  participants 
marched  downtown  and  handed  out  con¬ 
doms  with  attached  messages  that  said  “Put 
this  on  the  penis  of  your  choice”  and  “A 
fashion  accessory  that  goes  great  with  noth¬ 
ing.” 

□  Carol  Jonas 

School  official  nixes 
gay/les  workshop 

CINCINNATI  —  The  school  superinten¬ 
dent  here  has  reportedly  vetoed  a  bid  for  a 
proposed  workshop  that  would  sensitize 
teachers  about  problems  faced  by  gay  and 
lesbian  students.  Dr.  Lee  Etta  Powell  said 
that  she  will  offer  a  plan  to  train  guidance 
counselors  as  an  alternative  to  the  work¬ 
shop. 

Dan  Stephen,  a  special  education  teacher 
at  Rosenberg  Elementary  School,  had  pro¬ 
posed  the  workshop  for  the  teachers  annual 


in-service  training  day  last  year. 

A  joint  review  committee  of  teachers  and 
administrators  rejected  Stephen’s  first  pro¬ 
posal,  but  okayed  a  second  try  for  a  session 
in  December. 

Powell  “had  a  cow”  and  intervened,  said 
Stephen,  but  the  15  member  committee  did 
not  change  its  decision.  In  written  com¬ 
munication,  Powell  officially  nixed  the 
workshop,  but  did  offer  to  train  counselors 
who  could  then  sensitize  teachers,  according 
to  informed  sources. 

“School  is  not  a  democracy,  it’s  a  work¬ 
place,”  said  Stephen,  who  is  somewhat  hap¬ 
py  with  the  offer.  “Ongoing  training  of  high 
school  guidance  counselors  is  better  than 
one  workshop  a  year,”  he  said.  (He  said  that 
training  of  elementary  school  personnel  is 
uncertain.) 

Before  his  proposal  for  a  second  work¬ 
shop  was  approved,  Stephen  organized  the 
Alliance  of  Lesbian  and  Gay  Teachers  of 
Greater  Cincinnati  and  held  the  workshop 
in  September  under  the  auspices  of  the 
American  Federation  of  Teachers. 

Stephen  and  others  enlisted  the  Cincin¬ 
nati  Federation  of  Teachers  (CFT)  to  nego¬ 
tiate  with  school  officials  to  determine  how 
more  teachers  could  be  trained  to  help  meet 
the  needs  and  interests  of  lesbian,  gay,  and 
bisexual  students,  as  well  as  those  who  are 
questioning  their  sexuality. 

CFT  president  Tom  Mooney  said  the  De¬ 
cember  workshop  is  still  under  negotiation. 
Powell  “is  uncomfortable  with  it,”  he  said. 
“This  is  something  you  can’t  settle  through 
grievance.  It  has  to  be  a  cooperative  under¬ 
taking  if  it’s  going  to  work.” 

School  board  officials  were  unavailable 
for  comment,  but  Mooney  said  Powell 
views  the  in-service  convention,  won  by 
union  pressure,  as  a  “joint”  effort  that  re¬ 
quires  mutual  agreement  on  what  work¬ 
shops  are  offered.  While  her  position  is  not 
“hard-nosed,”  said  Powell,  consensus  has 
not  been  reached  and  an  alternative  is  under 
consideration. 

Powell  is  reportedly  concerned  about 
negative  media  coverage,  and  Mooney  con¬ 
ceded  that  positive  coverage  of  the 
September  conference  by  a  major  daily 
paper  and  a  radio  station  may  ease  the 
Superintendent’s  tension. 

□  John  Zeh 

Women  in  Black 

BOSTON  —  The  local  group  of  “Women 
in  Black”  is  currently  commemorating  one 
year  of  monthly  demonstrations  in  support 
of  the  Palestinian  right  to  statehood  and 
against  Israel’s  occupation  of  the  West 
Bank  and  Gaza.  The  women  gather  outside 
the  Israeli  Consulate  in  the  Statler  Office 
Building  the  first  Friday  of  every  month 
from  1-2  p.m.  in  solidarity  with  the  Israeli 
peace  group  Women  in  Black,  which  pro¬ 
tests  the  occupation  each  Friday  in 
Jerusalem,  Tel  Aviv  and  Haifa.  Affiliated 
Women  in  Black  groups  also  protest  in  other 
cities  in  the  U.S.  as  well  as  in  Italy  and  Bri¬ 
tain.  According  to  Boston  members,  some 
Women  in  Black  groups  are  all  Jewish,  some 
are  Jewish  and  Palestinian  and  some  —  such 
as  the  Boston  group  —  include  other  non- 
Jewish  women. 

The  Israeli  organization  of  Women  in 
Black  started  holding  vigils  in  solidarity  with 
Palestinian  women  three  weeks  after  the 
beginning  of  the  Uprising  in  December 
1987.  The  group  began  with  only  eight 
women,  and  now  draws  over  20  times  that 
number. 

According  to  the  Boston  group,  some  of 
their  members  have  been  on  fact-finding 
tours  of  Israel’s  occupied  territories.  They 
are  also  concerned  about  U.S.  foreign 
policy  and  its  implications  for  peace  in  the 
Middle  East.  The  women  call  for  an  end  to 
the  use  of  U.S.  tax  dollars  and  riot  equip¬ 
ment  to  sustain  the  occupation  and  suppress 
the  Palestinians.  They  also  urge  that  the 
U.S.  demand  an  international  peace  con¬ 
ference  at  which  the  Palestinians  will  be 
represented  by  delegates  of  their  choice. 

The  next  two  demonstrations  of  Women 
in  Black  in  Boston  will  be  held  November  3 
and  December  1. 

□  Stephanie  Poggi 


—  Police  commander  Ronald  Free¬ 
man  on  the  murder  of  a  Pittsburgh  gay  man, 
in  The  Weekly  News.  Two  19-year-old  men, 
Marc  Alan  Glusic  and  John  Charles 
Smouse,  confessed  to  the  Sept.  10  murder  of 
David  Piergalski  at  a  popular  cruising  spot. 
They  were  charged  with  conspiracy  and 
homicide,  but  police  were  reluctant  to  cate¬ 
gorize  the  incident  as  “gay-bashing.  ’’Free¬ 
man  said  that  the  motive  was  undetermined, 
and  added  that  police  did  not  believe  that 
either  Glusic  or  Smouse  are  gay.  Smouse ’s 
lawyer  said  that  his  client  told  him  that  the 
killing  was  in  self-defense.  Cry  Out!,  a  gay 
and  lesbian  activist  group,  held  a  press  con¬ 
ference  soon  after  the  incident.  While  prais¬ 
ing  the  “good  work  and  speedy  response’’ 
of  the  police  department,  the  group  also 
pointed  out  that  many  members  of  the  gay 
community  are  reluctant  to  cooperate  with 
police  because  homophobia  on  the  part  of 
law  enforcement  officials. 

British  officials  issue 

homophobic 

warning 

LONDON  —  After  the  tragic  sinking  of  a 
cruise  ship  which  catered  to  a  gay  clientele,  it 
was  revealed  that  at  the  time  of  the  disaster 
accident  personnel  were  warned  by  telex 
that  the  passenger  list  “may  have  included  a 
number  of  homosexuals  and  lesbians.” 

According  to  Gay  Times,  a  local  gay  and 
lesbian  magazine,  the  telex  was  issued  by  the 
Metropolitan  police  and  authorized  by  Scot¬ 
land  Yard.  “This  must  be  brought  to  the  at¬ 
tention  of  all  personnel  who  rendered 
assistance  and  may  have  come  into  contact 
with  blood,  saliva,  urine  etc.  either  at  the 
scene  of  the  accident  or  of  rendezvous  for 
casualties.  Please  be  informed  of  this  so  they 
can  take  appropriate  measures,”  it  said. 

The  sinking  of  the  Marchioness  Thames 
River  cruiser  claimed  56  lives  and  sent  shock 
waves  through  the  gay  community  here. 
Members  of  London’s  gay  scene  were  furth¬ 
er  enraged  when  they  learned  of  the  warn¬ 
ing. 

Vincent  Beasley,  spokesperson  for  the 
Gay  London  Policing  Group,  described  the 
telex  as  “outrageous”  and  said,  “The  police 
should  take  safety  precautions  at  any  inci¬ 
dent,  otherwise  they  continue  with  the  myth 
that  it’s  only  gay  people  that  can  contract 
HIV  when  the  fact  of  the  matter  is  that  any¬ 
one  can.” 

□  Anthony  Villalobos 

Undercover  busts  at 
cruising  spot 

LEXINGTON,  Ky.  —  An  undercover 
operation  in  what  officials  said  was  response 
to  complaints  that  gay  men  were  harassing 
park  workers  led  to  18  arrests  last  month. 
One  investigator  said  that  a  park  employee 
reported  that  gay  men  were  making  passes  at 
the  workers,  according  to  The  Weekly 
News.  The  arrests  were  made  at  three  dif¬ 
ferent  public  parks. 

Dennis  Stutsman,  spokesperson  for  the 
Bluegrass  Human  Rights  Advocates,  a  gay 
political  group  based  here,  said  that  police 
“obviously  are  singling  out  certain  in¬ 
dividuals  to  enforce  certain  statutes  that  ap¬ 
ply  to  both  straights  and  gays.” 

Stutsman  added  “if  the  police  are  going 
to  equally  enforce  that  kind  of  arrest  or 
behavior,  then  they  are  going  to  be  arresting 
an  awful  lot  of  heterosexual  straight  males 
all  over  Lexington  in  malls  and  parks,  as 
well  as  out  in  the  streets.  Presumably,  an  in¬ 
vitation  at  a  bar  asking  someone  if  they  want 
to  come  over  to  my  place  with  eyebrows  rais¬ 
ed  in  a  particularly  suggestive  way  could 
satisfy  that  standard  for  a  solicitation,  but 
yet  we  never  read  any  police  reports  where 
anybody’s  been  arrested  for  solicitation  of 
that  nature.” 

At  Shilhto  Park,  the  scene  of  a  recent  in¬ 
vestigation,  park  worker  James  Thomas 
said  that  one  of  his  co-workers  had  been 
grabbed  by  a  gay  man.  He  said  that  his  co¬ 
worker  was  :hen  afraid  to  return  to  the 
restroom  because  he  “was  worried  about 
contracting  AIDS  or  something  because 


Safe  sex  in  Ireland 

DUBLIN,  Ireland  —  According  to  a  local 
group,  the  gay  community  here  has  taken 
the  idea  of  safer  sex  seriously,  reports  Gay 
Times.  Gay  Health  Action  estimates  that  80 
percent  of  Irish  gay  men  have  adopted  safer 
sex  practices. 

□  Anthony  Villalobos 

Lesbian  sues  for 
insurance  benefits 

MADISON,  Wise.  —  A  lesbian  who  was 
denied  insurance  benefits  for  her  lover  and 
partner  filed  suit  in  a  Wisconsin  Superior 
Court  Oct.  12.  Wisconsin  is  the  only  state  in 
the  U.S.  which  has  a  state-wide  gay  rights 
law. 

When  state  employee  Jeri  Lynn  Phillips 
tried  to  add  her  partner,  Lorri  Tommerup, 
to  her  group  health  plan,  her  request  was 
denied  because  the  two  women  are  not  legal¬ 
ly  married. 

Cynthia  Goldstein,  staff  attorney  of  the 
National  Gay  Rights  Advocates  (NGRA), 
said,  “Wisconsin’s  anti-discrimination  law 
is  meaningless  if  Jerri  Lynn  and  Lorri  are 
denied  employee  benefits  afforded  to  hetero¬ 
sexual  couples.  Equal  access  to  family  ben¬ 
efits  is  central  to  equal  treatment.”  NGRA 
filed  the  petition  on  Phillips’  behalf. 

NGRA’s  Executive  Director  Jean 
O’Leary  added,  “This  case  reveals  the  limits 
of  our  rights  as  lesbian  and  gay  Americans 
when  we  have  protections  on  paper,  only  to 
have  them  ignored  in  practice.  Lesbian  and 
gay  families  will  be  respected  only  when  we 
demand  equal  treatment  in  every  arena. 
This  includes  employee  benefit  programs.” 

□  Kelly  Gaines 

Creating  Change 

WASHINGTON,  D.C.  —  The  National 
Gay  and  Lesbian  Task  Force  will  sponsor 
the  second  annual  Creating  Change  Con¬ 
ference  Nov.  10-12  here.  This  year’s  event 
will  feature  a  number  of  well-known  gay 
men  and  lesbian,  including  keynote  speakers 
Perry  Watkins,  Vito  Russo,  and  Suzanne 
Pharr,  and  more  than  48  workshops. 

Some  of  the  highlighted  workshops  in¬ 
clude  “Anatomy  of  a  Social  Change  Move¬ 
ment”  by  Virginia  Apuzzo  and  Charlotte 
Bunch,  “Beyond  Safe  Sex”  by  Eric  Rofes 
and  Amber  Hollibaugh,  and  “Gay  and  Les¬ 
bian  Youth”  by  Joyce  Hunter,  Gabe  Kruks, 
and  Renata  Razza.  There  will  also  be  work¬ 
shops  by  other  noted  gay  and  lesbian  ac¬ 
tivists  including  Michael  Callen,  Angela 
Bowen,  Kevin  Cathcart,  and  Sabrina  So¬ 
journer. 

In  addition  to  speeches  and  workshops, 
there  will  also  be  a  pre-Veteran’s  Day 
demonstration  in  front  of  the  White  House 
to  protest  the  military’s  anti-gay  and 
-lesbian  policies. 

NGLTF  also  announced  that  it  has  receiv¬ 
ed  a  $10,000  grant  from  the  Chicago  Re¬ 
source  Center  to  increase  attendance  by  peo¬ 
ple  of  color  and  people  with  disabilities. 
NGLTF  said  that  it  will  recruit  “individuals 
from  the  nation-wide  lesbian  and  gay  com¬ 
munity  to  receive  grant  scholarships.” 

NGLTF  reports  that  there  are  “three 
times  more  registrants  than  at  this  same  time 
last  year.”  The  pre-conference  fundraising 
seminar  has  already  been  filled  and  space  is 
limited  for  the  three-day  main  conference. 

For  more  information,  contact  Creating 
Change,  NGLTF,  1517  U  Street,  N.W., 
Washington,  DC  20009,  or  call  (202) 
332-6483. 

□  Kelly  Gaines 

Women’s  center 
opens  in  Mexico 

TEPOZTLAN,  Mexico  —  A  new  interna¬ 
tional  women’s  center,  Oasis,  recently  open¬ 
ed  here.  The  village  of  Tepoztlan  is  1  Zi 
hours  from  Mexico  City  and  30  minutes 
from  Cuernavaca. 

The  center  has  an  international  library 
and  documentation  center,  and  offers 


PAGE  2  □  OCT.  29-NOV.  4,  1989  □  GAY  COMMUNITY  NEWS 


Thompson  faces  another 
court  date 

Karen  Thompson  will  seek  guardianship  of  her  lover, 
disabled  lesbian  Sharon  Kowalski 


Wayne  George  and  Judy  Tailwing 


Leather  event  draws 
hundreds 

Living  in  Leather  participants  discuss  intolerance  within 
the  gay  community  and  censorship 


By  Jennie  McKnight 

DULUTH,  Minn.  —  It’s  been  ten  months 
since  District  Court  Judge  Jack  Campbell  rul¬ 
ed  that  disabled  lesbian  Sharon  Kowalski  be 
moved  to  a  rehabilitation  facility  to  gain 
skills  that  will  ultimately  allow  her  to  make 
decisions  and  assert  more  control  over  her 
life.  At  the  time  of  the  ruling,  many  involved 
in  the  case  agreed  that  Campbell’s  decision 
signaled  a  major  shift  in  a  struggle  that  had 
been  fraught  with  frustration  and  injustice. 
Indeed,  soon  after  Campbell’s  ruling, 
Kowalski  was  moved,  began  rehabilitative 
treatment  for  impairments  due  to  head  in¬ 
juries  she  received  in  a  1983  auto  accident, 
and  was  allowed  to  see  her  lover,  Karen 
Thompson,  for  the  first  time  in  three  and  a 
half  years.  (See  GCN,  Dec.  18,  1988,  Jan. 
22,  and  Feb.  12,  1989.) 

But  while  Kowalski  now  has  access  to  the 
medical  rehabilitation  she  needs,  the  legal 
and  political  issues  surrounding  her  case  are 
far  from  over.  Thompson,  who  has  waged  a 
tireless  battle  for  Kowalski’s  rights  to  treat¬ 
ment  and  access  to  Thompson,  is  set  to  go  to 
court  yet  again  in  Duluth  on  Nov.  15. 

Thompson  told  GCN  that  there  are 
several  motions  before  Campbell  that  he 
may  or  may  not  choose  to  rule  on: 

•  Name  Thompson  as  Kowalski’s  guardian. 
When  Kowalski’s  father,  Donald,  lost  in  his 
effprt  to  keep  Kowalski  in  a  Hibbing,  Minn, 
nursing  home  and  away  from  Thompson,  he 
soon  after  filed  a  motion  to  have  himself 
removed  as  guardian.  According  to  Thomp¬ 
son,  Campbell  said  he  wanted  to  appoint  a 
“neutral  guardian  acceptable  to  all 
parties.”  But  Thompson  said  the  “neutral 
guardian”  asked  her  to  agree  to  keep  silent 
about  the  case  in  exchange  for  “a  guarantee 
that  Sharon’s  rights  would  be  protected.” 
When  Thompson  refused,  Campbell  issued 
a  gag  order  restricting  any  discussion  of 
Kowalski’s  care,  treatment,  sexuality,  or 
anything  else  having  to  do  with  the  case.  The 
gag  order  was  later  overturned  by  an  ap¬ 
pellate  court. 

Thompson,  having  lost  patience  with  the 
“neutral  guardian”  idea,  decided  to  go  for 
guardianship  herself.  She  said  the  reason  she 


Both  the  Castro  Theatre  and 
damaged 

By  Michael  C.  Botkin 

SAN  FRANCISCO  —  At  5:04  p.m., 
Tuesday,  October  17,  San  Francisco  was  hit 
by  its  biggest  quake  since  the  one  that  level¬ 
ed  the  city  in  1906.  Measuring  7.1  on  the 
Richter  scale,  the  quake  knocked  a  span  of 
the  Bay  Bridge  and  collapsed  a  section  of  the 
double-decker  freeway  in  Oakland.  Power 
was  knocked  out  for  most  of  the  city  until 
late  at  night,  and  a  fire  ravaged  San  Fran¬ 
cisco’s  Marina  district  for  hours,  leaving 
hundreds  homeless. 

There  was  little  serious  damage  in  most  of 
the  city,  but  confusion  and  uncertainty  in¬ 
itially  reigned  in  the  darkened  streets.  The 
Castro  district  was  thronged  with  anxious 
but  friendly  crowds  reluctant  to  go  back  in¬ 
doors.  People  milled  about  in  the  dark, 
clustered  around  transistor  radios,  and  lined 
up  outside  the  few  open  stores  to  purchase 
batteries  and  flashlights.  Local  bars  were 
packed  until  they  were  closed  by  the  police 
at  8:30,  and  the  few  open  restaurants  served 
limited  meals  by  candlelight. 

Although  many  of  the  city’s  AIDS  agen¬ 
cies  were  closed  the  next  day,  Project  Open 
Hand,  a  food  service  for  people  with  AIDS, 
expanded  its  services  to  meet  the  crisis. 
Open  Hand,  which  usually  serves  650  meals  ■ 
a  day,  served  over  3,000  a  day  in  the  period 
following  the  quake,  providing  food  for 
rescue  workers  and  people  left  homeless  by 
the  disaster.  Dozens  of  people  spontaneous¬ 
ly  showed  up  to  help  Open  Hand  prepare 
and  distribute  food,  and  over  80  volunteers 
carted  mountains  of  food,  often  gourmet 
quality  supplies  donated  by  restaurants,  to 
relief  centers  around  the  Bay  Area. 

The  aftermath  of  the  quake  revealed 
cracks  in  the  building  foundations  and  rais¬ 
ed  concerns  that  some  landmark  buildings 
need  to  be  demolished.  The  Castro  Theatre 


was  asked,  and  then  ordered,,  to  keep  quiet 
is  because  Campbell  was  hoping  to  resolve 
the  case  without  having  a  public  hearing  that 
would  reveal  the  extent  of  Kowalski’s 
mistreatment  by  her  father  and  the  court 
system. 

•  Appoint  an  attorney  to  represent 
Kowalski’s  interests.  Thompson  said  she  is 
especially  eager  to  see  an  investigation  laun¬ 
ched  into  the  disposition  of  an  adapted  van 
that  had  been  purchased  by  Kowalski’s 
parents  with  money  obtained  from  the  per¬ 
sonal  injury  lawsuit  they  filed.  Thompson 
said  that  after  Kowalski  was  moved  from 
Hibbing  earlier  this  year,  repeated  attempts 
to  have  the  van  moved  so  Kowalski  could 
use  it  failed.  Then  it  was  revealed  that 
Donald  Kowalski  sold  the  van  in  April  of 
this  year. 

•  Suspend  the  portion  of  Campbell’s  ruling 
that  requires  Kowalski  to  be  accompanied 
by  staff  from  the  rehab  center  whenever  she 
leaves  the  facility.  Thompson  said  this  prac¬ 
tice  discriminates  against  Kowalski,  since  no 
other  patients  at  Trevilla  are  provided  with 
escorts  when  they  are  granted  day  passes. 

•  Change  of  venue.  Campbell  has  already 
rejected  a  motion  to  move  the  case  to  Min¬ 
neapolis,  where  Kowalski  currently  lives  at 
the  Trevilla  at  Robbinsdale  rehabilitation 
facility.  Kowalski  said  she  was  not  planning 
to  make  another  motion  for  change  of  venue 
this  time,  but  that  Campbell  had  said 
something  which  she  and  her  lawyer  inter¬ 
preted  as  his  possible  willingness  to  grant  the 
motion. 

It  is  possible  that  Campbell  could  grant 
the  change  of  venue  Nov.  15  and  not  rule  on 
the  other  motions  at  that  time,  leaving  them 
to  the  Minneapolis  court  to  decide.  If  so, 
Thompson  said  she  is  hopeful  about  the  out¬ 
come,  “since  Hennepin  County  [where 
Minneapolis  is  located]  is  the  only  county  in 
Minnesota  that  recognizes  lesbian  and  gay 
rights.” 

Contributions  may  be  sent  to  the  Karen 
Thompson  Legal  Defense  Fund,  801 
Washington  Memorial  Dr.,  St.  Cloud,  MN, 
56301.  □  fj|ecj  from  Boston 


the  Women ’s  Building  are 


is  closed  indefinitely,  and  many  were  con¬ 
cerned  when  the  historic  Women’s  Building 
on  18th  Street  was  roped  off.  “The  walls  are 
not  coming  down,”  Lorie  Puster,  who  is  in 
charge  of  building  maintenance  at  the 
Women’s  Building,  told  GCN.  “We’re  con¬ 
cerned  that  some  of  the  decorative  masonry 
on  the  parapet  may  be  weak,  so  we’re  keep¬ 
ing  people  off  the  sidewalk  in  front  of  the 
building,”  she  said.  “We  weathered  the 
quake  quite  well;  in  fact  it  may  have  been 
safer  inside  than  on  the  street!”  However, 
events  had  to  be  cancelled  until  the  building 
could  be  inspected,  and  a  week’s  revenues 
were  lost.  Although  FEMA  (Federal 
Emergency  Management  Agency)  funds 
have  been  applied  for  to  assist  in  the  repairs, 
they  may  be  slow  to  arrive  and  the  Women’s 
Building  will  suffer  financially  from  the 
quake  for  some  time  to  come. 

Lesbian  dies  in  quake 

In  Santa  Cruz,  south  of  San  Francisco 
and  only  10  miles  from  the  epicenter  of  the 
quake,  damage  was  heavy  and  many  people 
died.  Ruth  Rabinowitz  and  six  of  her  friends 
were  arrested  in  an  attempt  to  rescue 
Rabinowitz’s  lover,  Robin  Ortiz.  Ortiz  was 
buried  in  the  collapse  of  a  coffee  shop  and 
her  friends  were  distressed  when  local  of¬ 
ficials  called  off  rescue  attempts  at  sunset, 
only  two  hours  after  the  quake,  claiming 
that  there  was  no  possibility  that  she  could 
still  be  alive.  Ortiz’  friends  felt  that  rescue 
efforts  could  and  should  be  continued,  and 
were  arrested  “for  their  own  safety”  when 
they  attempted  to  search  for  her  in  the  rub¬ 
ble  on  their  own.  Her  body  was  found  later; 
and  death  was  attributed  to  a  blow  to  the 
head  from  a  falling  beam.  □ 


By  Wickie  Stamps 

PORTLAND,  OR  —  Did  you  know  you 
can  get  your  whips  dry  cleaned  in  San  Fran¬ 
cisco?  If  not,  you  obviously  missed  the  Na¬ 
tional  Leather  Association’s  (NLA)  Fourth 
Annual  Leather/SM/Fetish  conference, 
Living  in  Leather  IV.  Held  here  Oct.  6-9, 
the  conference  drew  a  worldwide  crowd  of 
425  kinky  gay  men,  lesbians  and  heterosex¬ 
uals  —  including  more  titular  leather  royalty 
than  the  court  of  Catherine  the  Great. 


“We  represent  a  community  that  is 
unrecognized  by  any  other  national  group; 
we  raise  money  for  AIDS  .  .  .  and  are 
leaders  in  not  just  AIDS  safe  sex  but  SM 
safe  sex  .  .  .  our  slogan  ‘safe,  sane  &  con¬ 
sensual’  was  adopted  from  the  1987  March 
on  Washington  leather  contingent,”  said 
Wayne  Gloege,  co-chair  of  Living  in 
Leather  IV  and  “just  a  good  old  fister.” 

According  to  Steve  Maidhof,  a  founding 
Daddy  of  the  NLA,  which  began  in  1986, 
the  group’s  goal  of  uniting  the  leath- 
,er/fetish/SM  community  was  spurred  by 
sheer  survival  needs.  “Our  rights  as  gay  peo¬ 
ple  were  being  eroded,”  he  said.  “We  knew 
the  chipping  away  would  start  with  the 
leather/SM/fetish  community.” 

Although  the  NLA  began  as  a  gay  and  les¬ 
bian  leather  organization,  it  formally  ex¬ 
panded  into  a  “pansexual”  entity  in  1988. 
“All  along  we  were  working  on  issues  that 
affected  all  sexual  minorities.  It  was  in¬ 
evitable  that  we  would  become  pansexual 
since  ...  we  in  the  leather/SM/fetish 
[community]  all  face  a  similar  oppression 


By  John  Bush 

ATLANTA  —  Michael  Smith,  who  called 
the  first  meeting  of  Black  and  White  Men 
Together  (BWMT)  in  May  1980,  died  here 
Sept.  20  after  a  two-and-a-half  year  battle 
with  AIDS.  He  was  45. 

An  early  experience  in  a  San  Francisco 
bar,  where  Smith  lived  for  20  years,  caused 
him  to  begin  thinking  about  organizing  a 
support  group  where  Black  and  white  gay 
men  could  socialize  informally  and  get  to 
know  and  care  for  one  another.  In  1980,  at  a 
time  when  few  gay  men  were  publicly  ad¬ 
dressing  issues  of  race,  Smith  founded  the 
first  explicitly  interracial  group  in  San  Fran¬ 
cisco.  At  its  first  meeting,  BWMT  attracted 
70  members.  A  decade  later,  the  organiza¬ 
tion  boasted  chapters  in  24  U.S.  cities  and  a 
chapter  in  Bahia,  Brazil. 

Smith  consistently  argued  that  the 
organization  should  focus  on  relationships 
between  Black  men  and  white  men,  because 
the  focus  of  racial  strife  has  always  existed 


beyond  our  sexual  orientation,”  explained 
Wayne  who  is  also  an  NLA  founder.  “This 
does  not  mean  our  bedrooms  are  open  to 
each  other  .  .  .  but  our  hearts  are!” 

Keynote  speaker  pansexual  Mistress  Nan, 
who  has  been  into  the  SM  scene  for  30  years, 
delved  into  kinky  people’s  struggle  not  only 
to  connect  with  each  other,  but  also  to  iden¬ 
tify  each  other.  Her  talk  accentuated  the  in¬ 
visibility  of  women  in  the  SM  scene  (which 
when  she  came  out  was  called  the  “bizarre 
scene”),  and  highlighted  the  historically 
crucial  role  personal  ads  played  for  kinky 
people.  “Women  were  almost  impossible  to 
locate  in  the  ads,”  she  said.  “If  you  did 
locate  one  they  were  often  men  passing  as 
women  ...  in  the  seven  years  I  cor¬ 
responded  through  the  personals,  I  never 
received  a  response  from  a  woman.” 

“We  can’t  take  for  granted  that,  15  years 
ago,  this  gathering  couldn’t  have  happen¬ 
ed  ..  .  for  we  were  tormented  by  hundreds 
of  morality  laws.  Psychiatrists  and  religions 
said  we  were  medically  or  morally  degen¬ 
erate.  They  called  us  medical  and  social 
misfits,”  said  Mistress  Nan.  “We  were  a 
highly  paranoid  society.  We  had  to  be.  SM 
letters  were  highly  illegal.  We  used  post  of¬ 
fice  boxes  to  correspond  [and]  arrests  after 
picking  up  your  mail  were  common.  I  know  it 
sounds  like  the  Dark  Ages.  It  was,”  she  con¬ 
cluded. 

Guy  Baldwin,  Mr.  NLA  1989,  echoed 
Mistress  Nan’s  sense  of  historical  perspec¬ 
tive.  “We  need  erotic  freedom  for  everyone. 

I  came  out  as  a  gay  man  a  long,  long  time 
ago,”  said  Baldwin.  “Over  22  years  ago  when 
I  came  out,  I  was  consistently  accused  of  be¬ 
ing  a  pervert  and  committing  unnatural  acts. 

Continued  on  page  16 


between  Blacks  and  whites.  He  was  one  of 
the  principal  debaters  at  BWMT’s  1987  con¬ 
vention,  arguing  against  a  name  change, 
which  some  local  chapters,  such  as  Men  of 
All  Colors/Nev  York,  had  adopted. 

Smith  published  The  Quarterly,  a  small 
journal  which  addressed  many  concerns  of 
people  of  color,  and  edited  an  anthology  of 
essays,  poems,  articles  and  short  stories  en¬ 
titled  Black  Men  White  Men.  He  also  wrote 
Colorful  People  and  Places.  Smith  was  an 
accomplished  musician  and  a  published 
composer  as  well. 

He  is  survived  by  his  parents,  an  older 
brother  and  a  younger  sister  who  were  sup¬ 
portive  of  his  homosexuality  and  a  network 
of  friends  and  admirers.  A  national  memor¬ 
ial  service  is  scheduled  for  November  18  at 
All  Saints  Episcopal  Church  in  San  Fran¬ 
cisco. 

□  filed  from  Boston 


Quake  shakes  the  Castro 


Michael  Smith  dies 

The  founder  of  Black  and  White  Men  Together  *  loses  a 
battle  with  AIDS 
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GCN  Job  Openings: 
Art  Director 

Available  immediately.  Maintain  overall 
design  of  the  paper  and  oversee  the  layout  and 
proofreading  functions  on  production  night. 
Design  centerspread  and  cover  graphics  (or 
assign  to  volunteer  artist),  as  well  as  weekly 
display  advertisements.  Work  with  Ad  Coor¬ 
dinator  and  Promotions  staff  on  income¬ 
generating  projects,  including  promo¬ 
tional/publicity  materials,  pamphlets  and  ad 
calls. 

Qualifications:  Strong  graphic  design  skills. 
Familiarity  with  type  specification,  paste-up, 
knowledge  of  offset  mechanical  production 
and  printing  techniques,  and  previous  related 
experience  preferred. 

Features  Editor 

Available  in  January  1990.  Solicit  and  edit  ar¬ 
ticles  covering  cultural  and  political  issues  for 
the  features  section,  including  monthly  book 
supplements.  Provide  overall  direction  for 
features  pages. 

Qualifications:  Strong  editing,  copy  editing 
and  writing  skills.  Knowledge  of  issues  of  im¬ 
portance  to  diverse  communities.  Organiza¬ 
tional  skills  and  ability  to  work  under  deadline 
pressure. 

Deadline  for  application:  December  1 1 

All  GCN  positions  require  commitments  to 
lesbian/gay  liberation,  feminism,  and  anti¬ 
racism,  an  awareness  of  class  issues,  and  a 
commitment  to  collective  decision-making. 

Salary/Benefits:  All  positions  pay  $200/week 
and  include  health/life  insurance,  routine 
health  care  through  the  Fenway  Community 
Health  Center,  sick  leave,  and  four  weeks  paid 
vacation.  GCN  offers  staff  members  respon¬ 
sibility  for  their  own  jobs,  with  flexibility  and 
ample  room  for  innovation. 

To  apply  for  either  position:  Please  send 
resume  and  cover  letter  to: 

GCN  Job  Search  Committee 

62  Berkeley  Street 

Boston,  MA  021 16 


“Community  Voices”  and  “Speaking  Out”  are 
parts  of  our  efforts  to  provide  a  true  forum  of 
opinion  for  the  community.  We  encourage  you 
to  send  your  ideas,  feelings  and  comments  to  us, 
and  to  respond  to  ideas  expressed  in  this  space. 
We  welcome  all  contributions  except  personal 
attacks.  Copies  of  letters  and  “Speaking  Out” 
contributions  sent  elsewhere  are  printed  on  a 
space-available  basis.  GCN  reserves  the  right  to 
edit  letters  and  “Speaking  Out”  contributions 
for  length  and  clarity,  in  consultation  with  the 
author.  The  opinions  expressed  are  those  of  the 
author  and  are  not  intended  to  represent  the 
views  of  the  GCN  membership. 

Letter  and  "Speaking  Out”  contributions  must 
be  TYPED  and  DOUBLE-SPACED.  Letters  can 
be  NO  LONGER  THAN  TWO  PAGES.  “Speak¬ 
ing  Out”  contributions  can  be  NO  LONGER 
THAN  FOUR  PAGES.  Send  to:  Community 
Voices  or  Speaking  Out,  GCN,  62  Berkeley 
Street,  Boston,  MA  02116. 


Rip-offs:  inside  and  out 

Dear  GCN  reader: 

Once  again,  it  has  been  requested  that 
GCN  warn  you  against  the  possibility  of 
prisoner  rip-offs;  and  that,  in  fact,  GCN  is 
being  “irresponsible”  for  not  doing  so. 

I’ve  been  doing  the  prisoner  project  here 
for  10  years  now  and  1  would  say  that  over 
these  years  we’ve  had  four  or  five  such  re¬ 
quests.  (Not  bad,  really,  when  I  think  of  it.) 
Yet  never,  that  I  can  recall,  have  the  writers 
also  suggested  that  we  warn  against  scams 
from  other  sources  (condo  sellers,  dick- 
enlargement  ads,  ‘attractiveness’  products, 
etc.  etc.). 

I  confess  to  being  somewhat  mystified 
about  what  the  problem  is.  Nobody  has  to 
send  money  to  a  prisoner  in  order  to  be  a 
penpal.  I  suspect  that  what  has  often  hap¬ 
pened  is  that  the  outsider  has  tried  to  “buy 


love”  and  then  got  offended  when  the  plane 
ticket  money  got  spent  for  something  else. 

The  fact  is,  of  course,  that  we  are  sur¬ 
rounded  by  “scams”  and  “rip-offs”  in  this 
world,  on  both  sides  of  the  walls.  Surely 
more  of  them  are  outside  of  prison  than  in¬ 
side,  and  just  as  surely  we  are  more  at  the 
mercy  of  the  outside  ripoffs  (rent,  food, 
clothes,  etc.  come  right  to  mind)  than  we  are 
of  those  from  the  inside. 

Oddly  enough,  the  self-righteousness  we 
often  feel  so  automatically  if  asked  for  some 
money  by  a  person  in  prison  (who  most  of 
the  time  hasn’t  even  got  the  change  for  cof¬ 
fee,  cigs,  paper,  stamps  etc.)  doesn’t  even 
cross  our  minds  when  we  are  asked  to  pay  a 
price  which  clearly  involves  an  unfair  profit 
by  a  person  in  a  suit,  or  with  a  letterhead,  or 
with  whatever  other  symbol  of  respectability 
they  may  have. 

A  prisoner,  like  anyone,  is  a  possible 
friend.  You  don’t  ever  have  to  send  him/her 
money,  small  change  or  big  bucks,  if  the 
idea  of  not  getting  your  “money’s  worth” 
bothers  you.  You  can  be  penpals  with  a  very 
interesting  person  and  simply  say  you  want 
to  keep  money  out  of  it,  IF  the  issue  even 
comes  up.  Or,  you  might  recognize  that  even 
basics  (toiletries,  postage,  legal  materials, 
etc.)  are  not  always  furnished  by  the  prison 
authorities,  and  decide  to  offer  a  five-spot 
on  a  now-and-then  basis,  as  the  spirit  moves 
you. 

Do  we  know  so  little  about  our  racist  and 
class-bigoted  ‘justice’  system,  and  how  it 
comes  down  especially  hard  on  those  who 
don’t  have  money  for  a  lawyer  to  guide  them 
through  the  purposely  intricate  and  tortured 
paths  of  the  legal  process?  And  are  we  so 
unable  to  take  care  of  our  own  personal  and 
financial  “affairs”?  In  this  ‘justice’-trusting 
culture  (‘Well,  if  they’re  in  there,  they  must 
have  done  something!’),  which  has  damn 
little  trust  of  ‘convicts’  as  it  is,  do  we  really 
have  to  gild  the  lily  and  say  ‘Be  careful’? 

For  the  ‘adventurous’  (open-minded) 
among  you,  there  is  a  fresh  list  of  ‘Prisoners 
Seeking  Friends’  in  the  penpal  space  each 
week.  Have  a  look. 

Mike  Riegle 
GCN  Prisoner  Project 

PWA  “Wellness  Library” 
started  in  prison 

Dear  GCN: 

Here  at  the  US  Medical  Center  for 
Federal  Prisoners  we  have  put  together  a 
“Wellness  Library”  that  contains  all  kinds 
of  AIDS  information  for  the  prisoners  here. 
Prisoners  can  go  to  the  Education  Dept,  and 
see  hundreds  of  news  clippings,  dated  and 
categorized.  We  also  have  daily  meditation 
books,  newsletters  (AIDS  Treatment  News, 
PWA  Coalition  Newsline,  Project  Inform, 
etc.)  and  we  are  now  filing  all  the  GCNs  in 
their  own  binder!  (God  Bless  You  All!) 

We  also  have  an  HIV  group  that  meets 
once  a  week  headed  by  a  staff  psychologist 
and  speakers  from  the  outside.  We  show 
films  and  talk  amongst  ourselves.  This  is 
very  important  to  us.  We  don’t  feel  so 
isolated  as  a  result. 

Other  prisoners  see  our  ads  on  their 
bulletin  boards,  stroll  in  and  curiously  look 
around,  sit  down,  (smoke  if  they  wish),  and 
learn. 

Tensions  here  amongst  the  non-HIV- 
infected  prisoners  (towards  PWAs)  have 
gone  down  greatly  as  a  result.  Really!  They 
are  more  relaxed  and  actually  interested  in 
learning  about  AIDS.  If  only  other  prisons 
could  do  the  same.  We  wrote  numerous 
organizations  for  the  information  and  most 
of  it  was  sent  FREE,  under  the  cir¬ 
cumstances! 

Prisoners  should  take  this  letter  and  send 
a  copy  to  your  warden  and  ask  him/her  if 
you  can  start  a  “Wellness  Library”  and  get 
a  staff  member  and  have  an  HIV  support 
group.  It’s  working  well  for  us  here! 

Jim  Magner 
38670-019 
Box  4000 
Springfield,  MO  65808 

[Prisoner  Project  note:  Being  a  federal  prisoner, 
Jim  isn't  allowed  to  receive  mail  from  other 
prisoners.  However,  he  is  a  founder  of  the  PWA- 
RAG,  Prisoners  With  AIDS  —  Rights  Advocacy 
Group,  newsletter  and  can  be  contacted  at  the 
following  address  outside:  P WA  R AG,  c/o 
Byron  Merton,  1407  E.  Brady  (No. 520), 
Milwauki,  WI 53202. 

Outside  readers  should  have  no  illusions  about 
this  kind  of  project  being  easily  doable  at  any 
prison.  Springfield  is  the  Federal  Medical  Center 
and  is  much  more  liberal  than  most  prisons  in 
regard  to  HIV  infection.  If  you  are  interested  in 
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this  kind  of  PWA  support,  however,  write  GCN 
for  the  address  of  an  AIDS  Service  Organization 
near  you  which  you  can  be  involved  with  to  do 
some  of  the  much  needed  prisoner  PWA  support 
work.] 


Bisexuality  =  Love 

/GCN  received  a  copy  of  this  letter  to 
Cosmopolitan  from  the  Bisexual  Committee 
Engaging  in  Politics  in  response  to  an  article 
on  bisexuality.  — Ed.] 

Dear  Cosmo: 

We  are  an  organization  comprised  of 
bisexual  women  and  men  based  in  Boston 
called  BiCEP,  the  Bisexual  Committee 
Engaging  in  Politics.  We  were  appalled  at 
the  misinformation  and  false  stereotypes 
contained  in  the  article  “The  Risky  Business 
of  Bisexual  Love”  in  Cosmo’s  October 
issue.  The  authors  state  that  “No  other 
minority  is  so  understudied  or  so 
misunderstood,”  and  then  proceed  to  quote 
from  unreferenced  research  sources  that 
completely  misunderstand  us.  If  it  weren’t 
for  the  fact  that  your  magazine  has  such  a 
large  circulation,  this  article  would  be 
laughable.  However,  the  damage  you  wreak 
by  publishing  trash  like  this  is  enormous. 

One  of  the  main  obstacles  for  bisexuals, 
men  and  women,  in  telling  people  about 
their  bisexuality  is  the  harmful  prejudices 
bisexuals  encounter  —  that  they’re  un¬ 
trustworthy,  selfish,  confused,  and 
negligent  in  practicing  safer  sex.  Your  article 
feeds  into  these  myths  and  ultimately 
worsens  the  climate  for  bisexuals  trying  to 
“come  out,”  i.e.  go  public  with  their  bisex¬ 
uality.  This  kind  of  journalism  is  irresponsi¬ 
ble  and  life-endangering.  The  last  thing  we 
can  afford  in  this  age  of  AIDS  and  increas¬ 
ing  violence  against  bisexuals  and  gays  is 
further  discouragement  about  talking  open¬ 
ly  about  sex  and  sexuality. 

The  claim  that  there  are  only  one-seventh 
as  many  women  bisexuals  as  men  is 
astonishing.  Our  experience  in  local  and  na¬ 
tional  bisexual  organizing  leads  us  to  believe 
that  this  statistic  (which  came  from  where?) 
is  way  off.  Do  you  know  how  many  of  your 
readers  are  bisexual  women?  Have  you  ever 
considered  writing  an  article  about  bi 
women  who  feel  good  about  their  sexuality, 
rather  than  alienating  your  bi  readers  with 
stereotypes  that  they  know  are  wrong?  It  is 
completely  ridiculous  to  assert  that  women’s 
homosexual  urges  are  satisfied  through 
casual,  public  displays  of  affection.  Cosmo, 
which  considers  itself  to  be  the  premier 
magazine  about  women’s  sexuality,  should 
know  better  than  that.  Why  is  this  article, 
like  so  many  other  Cosmo  articles,  geared 
towards  women  pleasing  and  keeping  men 
rather  than  women’s  own  pleasure? 

We  know  many  of  your  readers  are  bisex¬ 
ual  or  have  had  satisfying  relationships  with 
bisexual  men.  We  urge  that  these  women, 
and  any  other  women  or  men  questioning 
their  sexuality,  connect  with  one  of  the 
many  networks  and  support  groups  that  ex¬ 
ist  for  bisexuals  in  this  country.  They  may 
want  to  attend  the  first  International  Con¬ 
ference  of  Bisexuality  which  is  being  held  in 
San  Francisco  June  20-24,  1990.  The  ad¬ 
dress  and  phone  number  for  the  North 
American  Bisexual  Network,  which  func¬ 
tions  as  a  national  information  source  for  bi 
networks,  events,  and  resources,  is:  NABN, 
584  Castro  Street,  No.  422,  San  Francisco, 
CA  94114,  Tel.  (415)  564-2226. 

Next  time  you  publish  an  article  about 
bisexuals,  don’t  bother  with  your  stable  of 
“expert”  sociologists  and  therapists  who 
consider  bisexuality  a  social  disease.  In¬ 
stead,  talk  to  the  many  bi’s  who  are  openly 
and  proudly  bisexual  and  are  building  a 
world  that’s  safer,  not  more  hostile,  for  all 
bisexuals. 

BiCEP 

The  Bisexual  Committee  Engaging  in  Politics 


For  the  record 

Dear  GCN: 

Recently  there  have  once  again  been  per¬ 
sons  knocking  on  doors  in  Cambridge  and 
approaching  people  on  Cambridge  city 
streets  to  solicit  money  for  the  “Rainbow 
Lobby,”  “Rainbow  Alliance,”  or  “New 
Alliance  Party.” 

To  avoid  any  confusion,  the  Working 
Committee  for  a  Cambridge  Rainbow  —  a 
new  grass  roots  political  organization  in 
Cambridge  —  would  like  to  state  clearly  that 


it  is  not  in  any  way  connected  with  this 
organization.  We  do  not  solicit  funds  door 
to  door,  and  would  advise  residents  who  are 
solicited  in  this  manner  to  always  ask  for 
identification. 

Further  information  about  the  Working 
Committee  for  a  Cambridge  Rainbow  is 
available  from  Howard  Ramseur  (492-2708) 
or  Janet  Murray  (868-7795). 

Sincerely 
Harald  Bakken 

for  the  Media  Sub-Committee  of  the  Working 
Committee  for  a  Cambridge  Rainbow 
Cambridge,  Mass. 


Challenging  Amnesty 
International 

/GCN  received  a  copy  of  this  letter  to  John 
Healey,  Executive  Director  of  Amnesty  In¬ 
ternational  USA.  —  Ed.] 

Dear  Mr.  Healey: 

I  am  interested  in  becoming  a  member  of 
Amnesty  International,  having  long  ad¬ 
mired  your  work  on  behalf  of  prisoners  of 
conscience,  and  those  persecuted  for  their 
beliefs,  color,  sex,  ethnic  origin,  language  or 
religion.  However,  as  a  gay  man,  I  feel  I  can¬ 
not  join  an  organization  that  will  not  defend 
those  throughout  the  world  who  are  being 
persecuted,  tortured,  and  sometimes  killed 
for  their  sexual  orientation. 

The  Nazis  forced  homosexuals  to  wear 
pink  triangles  in  the  concentration  camps. 
Today  gay  men  and  women  wear  pink 
triangles  imprinted  with  the  words  “SI¬ 
LENCE  =  DEATH”  as  a  tribute  to  their 
suffering  and  in  determination  to  continue 
our  struggle  for  civil  rights.  The  gay  com¬ 
munity  is  aware  that  your  silence  in  the  face 
of  this  struggle  does  indeed  contribute  to  the 
death  of  homosexual  prisoners  throughout 
the  world. 

I  hope  that  you  will  keep  this  letter  in  your 
files  and  contact  me  as  soon  as  you  have 
added  people  persecuted  for  their  sexual 
orientation  to  your  definition  of  “prisoners 
of  conscience.”  When  that  time  comes,  you 
will  be  able  to  count  on  me  among  your 
most  dedicated  financial  supporters. 

Yours  sincerely, 
Owen  Shows 
Jamaica  Plain,  Mass. 


Globe’s  cartoon  bigoted 

Dear  GCN: 

/GCN  received  a  copy  of  this  letter  to  the 
Boston  Globe  —  Ed.] 

Dear  Editor: 

Given  the  panting  and  slavering  of  the 
media  over  Steve  Gobie’s  accusations  and 
Congressman  Barney  Frank’s  admissions,  I 
was  not  surprised  to  see  a  political  cartoon 
on  the  subject  in  Friday’s  Globe.  However, 
since  I  have  heard  nothing  to  suggest  that 
Mr.  Gobie  is  a  cross-dresser,  I  was  surprised 
to  see  that  Szep  chose  to  portray  him  in 
makeup,  false  eyelashes,  pearls,  bangle 
bracelet,  blouse,  and  feminine  coiffure. 

While  transvestites,  both  straight  and 
gay,  have  long  received  a  disproportionate 
share  of  the  violent  hatred  meted  out  by 
bigoted  heterosexuals,  I  do  not  understand 
why  Szep  has  chosen  to  connect  those  most 
brave  and  misunderstood  people  with  Steve 
Gobie.  Szep’s  portrayal  falls  neatly  into  that 
long  and  horrid  tradition  of  stereotyping 
peoples  we  despise,  the  same  tradition  that 
would  portray  aides  to  Jesse  Jackson  as 
Amos  ‘n  Andy  or  an  associate  of  Mayor 
Koch  as  an  avaricious  money-lender. 

Attributing  femininity  to  Mr.  Gobie  in  an 
effort  to  brand  him  an  object  of  utter  con¬ 
tempt  and  disdain  is  an  insult  to 
transvestites,  to  heterosexual  men  who  do 
not  meet  Szep’s  ideals  of  masculinity,  and  to 
all  women,  whatever  their  sexual 
preference.  Unfortunately,  it  is  also  consis¬ 
tent  with  the  Globe’s  editorial  practice  of 
contributing  to  the  oppression  of  gays  by 
stereotyping,  and  hence  dehumanizing 
them. 

Sincerely, 
Candace  L.  Van  Auken 
Dorchester,  Mass. 

All  the  staff  here  hate  gays! 

Dear  GCN: 

I ’ve  written  this  letter  in  hopes  you’ll  print 
it  so  the  community  can  see  what’s  happen¬ 
ing.  Me  and  my  so-called  lover  here  (a 
prisoner)  had  a  disagreement  and  he  went  to 
the  staff  here  and  had  me  locked  up  (isola- 


SPEAKING  OUT 


The  atrocity  of 
prostitution 


/GCN  received  a  copy  of  this  letter  to  Rep. 
Barney  Frank  (D-Mass.)  from  Adam  Thor- 
burn.  —  Ed.] 

Dear  Mr.  Frank, 

I  believe  in  your  good  faith  towards  all 
groups  of  people,  and  in  your  commitment 
to  ending  systematzied  oppression.  In  this 
spirit,  I  write  in  the  hope  of  pointing  out  to 
you  the  overlooked  ramifications  of  your 
association  with  Steven  Gobie. 

Whether  you  were  aware  that  Gobie  was 
conducting  a  prostitute  ring  from  your 
apartment  is  not  what  I  am  concerned  with 
here.  I  have  no  reason  to  doubt  that  what 
you  have  stated  to  the  press  is  the  truth.  Nor 
is  this  letter  a  homophobic  attack;  I  am  a  gay 
man  myself. 

What  prompts  me  to  write  is  the  fact  that 
you  seem  unaware  of  the  political  dimen¬ 
sions  of  hiring*people  for  sex.  Since  both 
you  and  the  media  have  failed  to  address  this 
issue,  I  write  to  make  it  clear  how  paying 
others  for  sex  further  embeds  our  sexually 
exploitative  system.  I  think  it  vital,  especial¬ 
ly  for  you  as  a  political  leader,  to  understand 
what  attitudes  towards  sexuality  you  rein¬ 
force  when  you  pay  to  have  sex  with 
another. 

When  questioned  on  the  seriousness  of 
the  offense  of  paying  for  sex,  you  are  quoted 
in  The  Boston  Globe  as  saying  that 
“discreetly  conducted  adult  prostitution  has 
not  been  high  on  the  list  of  Washington  or 
other  big-city  police  departments.”  You 
further  state  that  in  Washington  D.C., 
where  you  paid  for  sex  with  Gobie,  legisla¬ 
tion  on  prositution  “is  not  a  law  that  the 
police  pay  any  attention  to.”  Clearly,  you 
must  be  aware  that  whether  or  not  the  police 
pay  any  attention  to  social  injustices  has  ut¬ 
terly  no  bearing  on  whether  an  ethical  viola¬ 
tion  has  been  committed.  You  claim  that 
you  are  free  from  having  moral  responsibili¬ 
ty  because  the  police  don’t  take  prostitution 
as  a  serious  crime.  This  seems  to  be  an  opin¬ 
ion  blinded  by  self-interest  or  fear  of 
political  rejection. 

When  you  were  asked  whether  or  not  you 
had  paid  for  sex  with  other  prostitutes  you 
responded:  “I  will  acknowledge  that  I  made 
a  mistake,  but  I  am  not  going  to  turn  this  in¬ 
to  a  general  seminar  on  my  private  life.  ”  De¬ 
nying  that  your  “private  life”  reveals 
anything  about  your  moral  character  as  a 
political  figure,  and  implying  that  what  goes 
on  behind  bedroom  doors  has  no  effect  on 
the  larger  society  are  mistaken  assumptions. 
None  of  us  exist  in  a  vacuum;  no  matter  how 
“personal”  or  “private”  we  may  claim  our 
“sex  lives”  to  be;  all  of  our  actions  exist 
within  a  social  and  political  context  and 
have  an  effect  on  other  human  beings. 

Mr.  Frank,  your  silence  on  the  political 
significance  of  paying  someone  for  sex 
makes  it  apparent  that  you  don’t  perceive, 
or  simply  won’t  acknowledge,  the  real 
atrocity  of  the  institutionalized  sexual 
degradation  embedded  in  our  culture.  The 
existence  of  prostitution  demands  that  we 
scrutinize  our  values  and  atittude  towards 
sexuality. 

While  scientific  “experts,”  who  do  little 
else  than  support  popular  prejudices  about 
class,  race,  and  gender,  attempt  to  “prove” 
that  prostitutes  are  sexually  deranged  or 
obsessed,  the  actuality  of  prostitution  im¬ 
plores  us  to  take  a  closer  look  at  social  reali¬ 
ty.  Who  becomes  a  prostitute  tells  us  a  lot 
about  what  groups  of  people  are  socially 
and  economically  oppressed.  White, 
heterosexual  men  are  virtually  non-existent 
as  prostitutes.  Such  disenfranchised  groups 
as  women,  transvestites,  people  of  color, 


tion].  He  told  them  I  was  forcing  him  to 
have  sex  with  me!  It’s  down  in  my  record 
that  I’m  gay  but  it’s  not  in  his,  and  so  they 
believed  him  and  put  me  in  lockup.  All  the 
staff  here  hate  gays! 

I  keep  telling  them  he’s  lying  and  they 
keep  saying  ‘well,  you’re  gay  ain’t  you?’  It’s 
this  one  Lt.  who  keeps  saying  ‘If  you  tell  me 
you  made  him  have  sex  with  you.  I’ll  let  you 
go.’  (Is  that  like  ‘If  you  tell  me  you  broke  the 
law,  I’ll  let  you  go’?)  I  keep  telling  him  it’s 
not  true  and  now  he’s  telling  me  he’s  going 
to  take  criminal  charges  out  on  me!  I’m  sup¬ 
posed  to  go  home  in  98  days  and  I’ve  never 


and  children  are  prostitutes.  The  under¬ 
privileged  sell  their  bodies  because  they  are 
limited  in  ways  of  making  a  living  in  our 
male  supremacist,  racist,  and  homophobic 
society. 

The  existence  of  prostitution  doesn’t 
reveal  so  much  about  the  sexual  attitudes  of 
the  prostitute,  as  the  “experts”  might  claim, 
but  instead  reveals  the  sexual  attitudes  of  the 
buyer  of  sex,  who  in  virtually  every  case  is  a 
man.  The  old  claim  that  male  sexuality  is  un¬ 
controllable  and  that  prostitution  stops 
men’s  violent  tendencies  towards  rape  or 
child  molestation  is  an  assertion  only  made 
by  protectors  of  the  patriarchy  and  remains 
completely  unsupported  by  evidence.  The 
assertion  that  men  leading  sexually  repress¬ 
ed  lives  hire  prostitutes  as  their  only  outlet  is 
an  excuse  for  prositution,  not  an  investiga¬ 
tion  or  understanding  of  it.  This  excuse 
diverts  us  from  scrutinizing  the  sexual  values 
of  the  men  who  buy  sex. 

The  few  recent  studies  on  buyers  of  sex 
primarily  reveal  the  same  thing:  men,  gay  or 
heterosexual,  go  to  prostitutes  to  get  sexual¬ 
ly  satisfied  without  having  to  be  emotionally 
involved  with  another  person.  “I  felt  great, 
because  it  was  sex,”  one  man  told  Shere 
Hite,  “no  ties,  no  thought  of  her,  only  get¬ 
ting  my  money’s  worth.”  “Paying  for 
sex...,”  another  man  said,  “left  me  free  to 
reach  orgasm  without  concern  for  the 
woman.” 

In  the  mind  of  the  client,  paying  for  sex 
frees  him  from  any  moral  accountability 
towards  the  prostitute.  When  we  engage  in 
relationships  with  an  equal  there  is  a  moral 
dimension;  when  we  pay  for  sex,  the  pro¬ 
stitute  is  not  our  equal,  becomes  our  subor¬ 
dinate  through  the  exchange.  Paying  for  sex 
repudiates  equality  between  the  buyer  and 
the  prostitute,  placing  the  prostitute  as  the 
buyer’s  inferior. 

You  admit  to  hiring  Steven  Gobie  as  your 
personal  aide  in  the  hope  that  Gobie’s  pro¬ 
stitution  would  “diminish”  under  your 
wing;  you  believed  that  with  your  guidance 
Gobie  could  be  “reformed.”  You  believe 
the  voters  will  understand  this  and  clearly 
see  that  the  extent  of  your  offense  is  no  more 
than  “being  suckered  by  a  guy  I  was  trying 
to  help.” 

This  attempt  at  “changing”  Gobie  does 
not  merely  illustrate  your  “poor 
judgment,”  but  your  ignorance  of  the  ac¬ 
tuality  of  prostitution.  You  ignore  the  fact 
that  buyers  of  sex  are  themselves  the 
creators  of  the  problem  of  prostitution. 
Your  solution  to  Gobie’s  dilemma  assumes 
that  sellers  of  sex  are  the  cause  of  their  own 
degradation,  while  the  buyers,  remaining 
untainted,  need  no  “reform.”  You  have  ac¬ 
tively  contributed  to  degrading  and 
humiliating  Steven  Gobie,  placed  him  as 
your  subordinate.  Your  solution  to  his  pro¬ 
blem  is  to  reform  him,  never  acknowledging 
that  you  and  others  like  you  are  the  very 
cause  of  his  problem. 

When  is  it  okay  to  degrade  another  per¬ 
son?  When  is  it  acceptable  to  be  indifferent 
to  the  emotions  of  someone  else  and  regard 
her  or  him  as  a  rented  object?  As  a  politi¬ 
cian,  how  can  you  seriously  claim  to  be  com¬ 
mitted  to  ending  power  disparities  in  the 
world  when  you  affirm  and  endorse  them  in 
your  intimate  relationships? 

Your  real  mistake  has  been  to  think  there 
could  be  a  difference  between  the  personal 
and  the  political. 

Sincerely, 
Adam  Thorburn 

Adam  Thorburn  is  a  gay  activist  who  lives  in 
Newton,  Mass. 


had  any  write-ups  [disciplinary  reports] 
since  I’ve  been  here.  I  only  had  a  2  year 
sentence  to  begin  with.  I  honestly  believe 
that  they  are  going  to  try  to  use  me  as  an  ex¬ 
ample  for  their  homophobia. 

Please  ask  the  readers  of  GCN  if  they 
know  anyone  I  can  get  in  touch  with  to  help 
me.  Thank  you  so  very  much! 

Thomas  H.  Hackler 
83194-071 
902  Renfroe  Rd. 

Talladega,  AL  35160 
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Joseph  Steffan  speaks  in  Washington,  Sept.  23 

Steffan  case  suffers  setback 


A  gay  man  who  was  forced  out  of  Annapolis  undergoes  a 
five  hour  “grilling” 

By  John  Zeh 


WASHINGTON,  D.C.  —  After  an 
earlier  victory  in  his  lawsuit  against  the  U.S. 
Naval  Academy,  former  midshipman 
Joseph  Steffan  said  his  case  suffered  a  set¬ 
back  in  September.  “I’m  not  too  optimistic 
right  now  about  the  present  state  of  our 
case,”  he  told  75  people  at  the  fifth  anniver¬ 
sary  banquet  of  the  Sexual  Minorities  Youth 
Assistance  League  held  here  Sept.  23. 

Backed  by  Lambda  Legal  Defense  and 
Education  Fund,  Steffan  filed  suit  in 
Federal  District  Court  here  Dec.  29,  1988 
charging  the  U.S.  Naval  Academy  with 
discrimination  for  forcing  him  to  leave  less 
than  two  months  before  graduation.  He 
seeks  award  of  his  diploma  and  Naval  com¬ 
mission,  plus  a  declaration  that  the 
military’s  ban  on  gay  men  and  lesbians  is  un¬ 
constitutional  (see  related  story,  p.  1). 

Steffan’s  case  achieved  a  victory  in  July. 
“The  85-year-old  Reagan  appointee  ruled 
that  my  resignation  was  not  voluntary,”  he 
said.  “We  had  expected  to  lose  at  the 
Federal  District  Court  level,  but  when  he 
gave  this  positive  ruling,  we  were  very  op¬ 
timistic  he’d  be  on  our  side.  No  other  court 
had  ruled  that  people  forced  to  resign  from 
the  military  have  a  right  to  litigate  that  pro¬ 
cedure.” 

But  the  optimism  inspired  by  the  earlier 
ruling  was  somewhat  diffused  Sept.  16.  Stef¬ 
fan  said  that  on  that  day,  Judge  Oliver 
Gasch  forced  him  into  a  five  hour  “grilling 
by  ignorant”  federal  prosecutors  who  prob¬ 
ed  his  sex  life.  The  judge  required  that  Stef¬ 
fan’s  deposition  be  taken  while  he  was  under 
oath,  and  Steffan  said  that  with  that  stipula¬ 
tion,  “the  judge  ripped  us  to  shreds.” 

The  forced  deposition  under  threat  of 
dishonorable  discharge  “was  not  only  irrele¬ 
vant,  but  prejudicial”  and  self- 


Gay  rights 

Continued  from  page  I 

troduced  by  senators  attempting  to  kill  the 
bill,  while  supporters  voted  in  favor  of  those 
anti-gay  amendments.  “It  was  the  stupidest 
strategy  the  opposition  could  have  used,” 
Arline  Isaacson,  chief  lobbyist  for  the 
Massachusetts  Gay  and  Lesbian  Political 
Caucus,  told  GCN.  Opponents  voted 
against  the  amendments  in  hopes  that  the 
House  would  not  concur  with  the  Senate’s 
amendments.  If  that  had  happened,  the  bill 
would  have  faced  the  ‘‘legislative 
graveyard”  of  a  conference  committee,  ac¬ 
cording  to  Isaacson. 

Following  typical  debate  in  which  op¬ 
ponents  raised  issues  about  AIDS  and 
sodomy  and  the  “immoral  homosexual  life¬ 
style,”  the  first  Senate  amendment  (which 
grants  exemption  to  religious  organizations) 
was  approved  by  a  vote  of  84  to  65.  After 
that,  there  was  confusion  in  the  gallery,  as 
the  following  five  amendments  seemed  to  be 
passed  through  with  no  roll  call  vote,  and  no 
objections. 

Representative  Mark  Roosevelt  (D-Bea- 
con  Hill),  chief  House  co-sponsor  of  the 
bill,  later  told  GCN  that  the  confusion  of 
legislators  who  were  having  to  vote  against 
what  they  believed  in,  led  to  “some  conver¬ 
sation,  not  all  of  it  polite”  in  which  op¬ 
ponents  agreed  to  back  down,  and  concur 
with  the  Senate  version. 

The  civil  rights  bill  that  gay  men  and  les¬ 
bians  will  inherit  from  the  legislators  in¬ 
cludes  exemptions  for  religious  institutions, 
disclaimers  that  the  bill  will  not  allow  foster 
care  parenting  or  domestic  partnership 
rights,  and  a  statement  that  the  bill  should 
not  be  “construed  as  an  approval  or  en- 
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incriminating,  said  Lambda  s  legal  director, 
Paula  Ettelbrick.  (Homosexual  conduct  is  a 
violation  of  Military  Code  and  a  felony  in 
Maryland  punishable  by  up  to  10  years  in 
prison.) 

Lambda  originally  refused  to  let  pro¬ 
secutors  depose  Steffan  because  “we  knew 
they  wanted  to  ask  whether  he  had  engaged 
in  any  homosexual  activity,”  said  Et¬ 
telbrick.  She  added,  “The  reason  he  was 
forced  to  resign  was  not  because  of  any  con¬ 
duct,  but  was  based  solely  on  his  admission 
that  he  was  a  gay  man. 

“We  went  forward,  and  sure  enough, 
they  tried  every  way  possible  to  ask  him 
about  sexual  conduct.  He  refused  to 
answer,”  said  Ettelbrick. 

Steffan  told  the  crowd  that  the  deposition 
process  was  “very  unpleasant.”  “One 
lawyer  asked  me,  ‘If  you  knew  you  were 
homosexual  when  you  were  a  sophomore, 
why  didn’t  you  resign  then  and  save  the 
government  all  that  money,”’  he  told  the 
SMYAL  crowd.  “Thank  God  my  lawyer 
stopped  me  from  reaching  across  the  table 
and  strangling  that  guy.  That’s  the  mentality 
we  deal  with  in  the  military.  It’s  very  unfor¬ 
tunate,  because  they  don’t  realize  the  kind 
of  people  they  are  losing.” 

When  Steffan  was  forced  to  leave  the 
Naval  Academy  in  March  1987,  he  was  a 
battalion  commander  qualified  for  nuclear 
submarine  service  and  a  member  of  the 
Brigade  staff,  a  select  group  of  highest- 
ranking  Annapolis  seniors.  He  had  outstan¬ 
ding  academic  and  military  records  and 
would  have  graduated  in  the  top  of  his  class. 

“I  did  have  one  mark  against  me,”  Stef¬ 
fan  told  the  audience.  “One  time,  well,  I 
played  my  stereo  too  loud.”  □ 


dorsement  of  homosexuality  or 
bisexuality.”  While  supporters  of  the  bill 
universally  agree  that  these  amendments  are 
offensive,  the  majority  of  lobbyists  believe 
they  do  not  have  legal  bearing. 

‘A  new  activism’ 

Lobbyists  from  the  gay  and  lesbian  com¬ 
munity  believe  that  even  final  attempts  at 
delay  cannot  stop  the  bill  from  passing. 
“They  don’t  have  a  prayer  of  defeating  it,” 
said  LaFontaine.  Steven  Tierney,  lobbyist 
for  the  Massachusetts  Gay  and  Lesbian  Po¬ 
litical  Caucus,  said  he  believes  that  even  if 
Senate  Pres.  William  Bulger  (D-South  Bos¬ 
ton)  allows  a  second  postponement  on  Mon¬ 
day,  Oct.  30,  as  Senate  rules  allow  him  to 
do,  the  bill  will  be  passed  Wednesday,  Nov. 

I.  (Lobbyists  and  legislators  are  slating 
November  11  for  the  date  of  the  state-wide 
celebration,  and  expect  it  to  be  held  in  either 
Boston  City  Hall  or  historic  Fanueil  Hall.) 

Gay  and  lesbian  rights  lobbyists  attribute 
this  year’s  success  differently.  Tierney  told 
GCN,  “It’s  plugging  away;  it’s  been  a  long 
process  of  educating.”  He  noted  that  in  the 
first  year  of  its  introduction,  seventeen  years 
ago,  the  gay  and  lesbian  civil  rights  bill  had 
only  two  co-sponsors  and  no  ‘yes’  votes. 

LaFontaine  disagreed  with  Tierney’s 
analysis,  saying,  “This  is  not  a  gift  from  the 
legislature.  We  only  got  it  through 
because... of  the  looming  possibility  of  a 
demonstration”  like  that  led  by  Mass.  ACT 
OUT  two  years  ago,  when  hundreds  of  ac¬ 
tivists  took  over  the  State  House  lobby,  and 
14  people  were  arrested.  “There’s  been  a 
new  activism,  a  new  spirit  since  the  March 
on  Washington”  two  years  ago  on  October 

II,  1987,  he  said,  “and  this  bill  is  a  result  of 
the  March.”  □ 
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ost  conscious  gays  and  lesbians  — 
and  most  straight  people,  too  — 
recognize  homosexuality  as  a 
radical  challenge  to  traditional  gender  roles. 
Gay  and  lesbian  lifestyles,  as  they  redefine 
relations  between  people  of  the  same 
gender,  also  call  into  question  stereotyped 
notions  of  how  “real”  men  and  women 
behave  in  the  world.  This  is  such  an  ac¬ 
cepted  fact  within  progressive  gay  and  les¬ 
bian  communities  that  it  seems  ridiculous  to 
state  it.  But  many  people  do  not  recognize 
that  the  affirmation  of  lesbian  and  gay  iden¬ 
tities  has  ramifications  beyond  what  Gayle 
Rubin  calls  society’s  sex-gender  system.  Sex¬ 
ual  orientation  intersects  with  class,  ethnic, 
racial  and  other  identities  to  produce  a  wide 
range  of  experiences  among  people  from 
different  backgrounds. 

Part  of  the  achievement  of  Randall 
Kenan’s  first  novel,  A  Visitation  of  Spirits, 
is  that  it  demonstrates  the  interconnected¬ 
ness  of  social  factors  in  the  construction  of  a 
gay  identity,  in  this  case  that  of  a  black  teen¬ 
ager  in  the  southern  U.S.  in  the  mid-1980s. 
Sixteen-year-old  Horace  Cross  is  over¬ 
whelmed  by  guilt  about  his  homosexuality, 
tortured  by  self-loathing  to  the  point  of  in¬ 
sanity.  But  in  his  final  delusional  state, 
Horace  draws  connections  between  his  sex¬ 
ual  identity  and  racial  politics,  and  sees  how 
the  one  is  often  conceived  in  terms  of  the 
other.  Besieged  by  hallucinatory  images  of 
irate  community  members  spewing  insults  at 
him,  Horace  hears  voices,  “first  from  this 
corner,  then  from  that,  from  overhead,  then 
from  below.  Wicked.  Wicked.  Abomina¬ 
tion.  Man  lover!  Child  molester!  Sissy! 
Greyboy!.  .  .  .  Cocksucker.  Oreo.”  Kenan 
juxtaposes  the  black  community’s  charges 
of  perverted  sexuality  with  its  accusations 
that  Horace  has  betrayed  his  race,  becoming 
an  “oreo”  or  a  “greyboy”  through  his  ap¬ 
propriation  of  “white”  attitudes  and 
“vices.” 

Such  accusations  represent  a  culturally 
specific  form  of  homophobia,  one  I  know 
from  experience  to  be  characteristic  of  some 
black  communities  in  the  United  States.  In¬ 
sofar  as  it  is  painful,  and  often  politically 
tricky,  to  talk  about  the  existence  of  op¬ 
pressive  attitudes  within  communities  that 
are  themselves  profoundly  oppressed,  Ran¬ 


dall  Kenan  does  a  great  service  by  addressing 
the  topic  with  care  and  finesse.  And  he 
shows  how  oppressions  criss-cross  in  ways 
that  can  make  day-to-day  life  excruciating 
for  those  caught  in  their  multiple  snares. 
Kenan  addresses  not  just  the  intersection  of 
gay  identity  and  racial  politics,  but  also 
class,  gender,  and  generational  divisions 
within  the  black  community  he  depicts,  and 
the  way  these  compound  the  experience  of 
gay  identity. 

Kenan’s  exploration  takes  place  in  the 
context  of  a  story  about  two  members  of  the 
black  Cross  family  of  Tims  Creek,  North 
Carolina  —  the  gay  teenager,  Horace,  and 
his  cousin,  James  Green,  about  twice 
Horace’s  age,  a  minister  and  grade  school 
principal.  It  is  the  events  of  Jimmy’s  life  that 
provide  the  framework  for  the  narrative. 
Divided  into  five  main  sections,  the  novel  is 
grounded  in  Jimmy’s  experiences  with  two 
elderly  relatives  —  his  aunt,  Ruth  Davis 
Cross,  and  his  Uncle  Zeke,  Horace’s  grand¬ 
father,  whose  brother  had  been  Ruth’s  hus¬ 
band.  It  is  1985,  and  the  trio  is  visiting  the 
sickbed  of  Zeke’s  cousin  Asa,  to  whom 
Ruth  once  turned  for  affection  and  support 
in  the  face  of  mistreatment  by  her  husband. 
Jimmy  is  trying  to  come  to  terms  with  Asa’s 
feeble  condition,  with  the  recent  deaths  of 
his  grandmother  and  his  young  wife  —  and 
with  the  fate  of  Horace,  which  is  not  com¬ 
pletely  spelled  out  until  the  end  of  the  book. 

The  story  is  told  through  standard  third- 
person  narration,  first-person 
“confessions”  by  Jimmy  and  Horace,  dra¬ 
matic  dialogue,  and  the  interior  monologues 
and  flashbacks  of  different  characters.  We 
follow  the  narrative  as  it  shifts  from  the  ac¬ 
tivities  of  Jimmy,  Ruth,  and  Zeke  to  the 
events  of  the  year  before,  and  Horace’s 
deterioration  from  a  promising  young  stu¬ 
dent  into  a  completely  alienated  and 
disoriented  character.  These  seemingly 
unrelated  storylines  become  more  and  more 
integrated  as  the  novel  progresses,  as  Jimmy 
begins  to  realize  the  difficult  nature  of  his  — 
and  Horace’s  —  relation  to  the  family  and 
to  the  community.  Toward  the  end  of  the 
book,  Jimmy  thinks  of  Horace: 

He,  just  like  me,  had  been  created  by  this 
society.  He  was  a  son  of  the  community, 
more  than  most.  His  reason  for  existing,  it 
would  seem,  was  for  the  salvation  of  his 
people.  But  he  was  flawed  as  far  as  the 
community  was  concerned.  First,  he  loved 
men;  a  simple,  normal  deviation,  but  a 
deviation  this  community  would  never  ac¬ 
cept.  And  second,  he  didn’t  quite  know 
who  he  was.  That,  I  don’t  fully  under- 
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he  author  of  The  Bar  Stories  has  an 
axe  to  grind:  she  doesn’t  like  women 
with  axes  to  grind.  Especially  women 
with  double-headed  axes.  It’s  trendy  in  the 
’80s  to  trash  feminism,  and  Nisa  Donnelly 
does  more  than  her  share  of  pissing  on  polit¬ 
ically-minded  lesbians  in  her  first,  and  other¬ 
wise  promising  book. 

The  Bar  Stories:  A  Novel  A fter  All  spans 
24  hours  at  Babe’s,  a  legendary  Bay  Area 
lesbian  bar.  There  is  a  welcome  variety  in  the 
characters,  most  of  whom  are  working  class, 
and  plenty  of  spicy  sex.  Each  chapter 
focuses  on  a  different  character,  and  offers 
a  different  mood:  a  delicate  sweetness  in 
“Park’s  Cafe,”  the  tale  of  two  shy  women 
coming  out  together;  pathos  without  bathos 
in  “The  Bottle  Count  of  Sadie  Belle 
Curtis”;  a  genuine  compassion  for  a  woman 
with  schizophrenia  in  “Shadows  in  the 
Looking  Glass”;  sci-fi  eeriness,  in  fact,  and 
downright  creepiness  in  an  account  of  a 
woman  whose  quasi-metaphysical  vampir¬ 
ism  literally  kills  her  victims. 


The  Bar  Stories  is  not,  however,  “a  novel 
after  all”;  instead,  this  rather  disjointed  col¬ 
lection  of  chapters  more  resembles  a  snap¬ 
shot  collection  —  not  unlike  the  book  of  les¬ 
bian  photographs  that  Kate  (in  the  chapter 
called  “Eleanor  Roosevelt  and  the  Dykeball 
Losers”)  is  compiling,  as  her  life’s  work. 
Most  of  the  characters  interact  so  little  with 
anyone  beyond  their  erotic  other  that, 
rather  than  hanging  out  in  the  same  bar, 
they  might  as  well  be  living  in  the  different 
towns  that  Kate  will  visit  on  her  cross¬ 
country  odyssey. 

It  is  neither  this  incohesiveness  nor  Don¬ 
nelly’s  tendency  toward  florid  overwriting 
that  fatally  flaws  The  Bar  Stories',  it  is  her 
none-too-hidden  agenda  of  trashing  les¬ 
bians  who  define  themselves  in  any  way 
other  than  from  the  waist  down. 

Now,  over  the  years  I’ve  gotten  my  share 
of  grief  as  an  “incorrect”  lesbian.  I’ve  been 
harassed  for  having  long  hair  —  while  I  was 
standing  in  line  at  the  San  Francisco 
Women’s  Building,  a  complete  stranger 
took  it  upon  herself  to  come  up  and  inform 
me  that  the  event  inside  was  for  lesbians; 
I’ve  come  under  suspicion  for  liking  kids 
before  it  was  fashionable;  and  I’ve  been 
guilt  tripped  by  a  hypercorrect  Northamp¬ 
ton  separatist  for  wearing  a  two-piece 
bathing  suit  at  a  private  lesbian  swimming 
party.  So  why  am  1  not  laughing  at  Donnel¬ 
ly’s  lampooning  of  LF  ideologues?  Because 
lesbian-feminists  are  the  only  subjects  of 
satire  in  The  Bar  Stories,  and  satire  is  the 


least  of  it. 

In  Donnelly’s  Social  Register,  lesbian 
feminists  rank  a  few  steps  below  cock¬ 
roaches.  Prey  to  the  bizarre  notion  that  not 
every  lesbian  is  either  a  butch  or  a  femme, 
they  are  nevertheless  involved  in  secret 
butch-femme  role  playing;  they  are 
manipulative,  domineering,  privileged  bit¬ 
ches  who  cheat,  slander,  lie  to  and  ruthlessly 
exploit  other  lesbians.  Jane,  for  instance, 
who  is  described  as  “just  another  angry 
unrealistic  zealot,”  mesmerizes  Kris  with 
her  “ranting”  about  “obscure  causes  and 
injustices.”  Jane  permits  would-be  lover 
Kris  to  pay  for  their  apartment,  food,  etc.,  as 
well  as  to  clean  and  cook.  She  sleeps  in  the 
same  bed  with  Kris,  but  refuses  to  make  love 
with  her  because  she  is  supposedly  celibate 
—  and  then  very  publicly  fucks  her  old  lover 
in  the  living  room,  next  door  to  the  celibate 
bedroom  where  Kris  tearfully  waits. 

The  centerpiece  of  The  Bar  Stories  is  a 
confrontation  between  Babe,  the  butch  bar 
owner,  and  her  young,  idealistic  (and  hence 
foolish)  lover  Matty,  following  a  run-in  with 
local  separatista  Alice  Wood  over  butch- 
femme  roles: 

You  girls  really  think  you  discovered 
something,  don’t  you?  [Babe  tells  Matty] 
There’s  not  one  darned  thing  new  about 
us. ..or  you  either,  for  that  matter.  Just  a 
fancier  label,  so  that  now  everybody’s  a 
radical  lesbian-feminist,  as  if  that  makes 
us  nice  and  respectable.  Only,  what  you 
ain’t  figured  out  yet  is  it  don’t  matter. 
We’ve  always  been  respectable  and  low- 
down  ass-kickers  that  don’t  need  Alice 
Wood  or  anybody  else  to  tell  us  what  to  do 
or  how  to  do  it.  We’re  respectable  because 
we  survived.  And  we  survived  because  we 
knew  how  to  kick  ass.  And  we’ll  be  here 
long  after  Alice  and  the  rest  of  ’em  has 
gone  home. 

The  early  lesbian  feminist  movement  was 
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understated  final 
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In  three  years  people  are  still  going  to  wonder:  Is 
Michael  okay?  Is  Anna  Madrigal  on  Lesbos  or  not? 


By  Walta  Borawski 

nee  upon  a  time  Armistead  Maupin 
was  a  young  Republican,  righthand 
man  to  Jesse  Helms,  and  the  proud 
possessor  of  a  photograph  showing  him 
shaking  hands  with  Richard  Nixon.  Now 
he’s  known  as  the  creator  of  the  most  pop¬ 
ular  serial  to  feature  gay  and  straight  people 
living  together  in  (sometimes  hectic)  har¬ 
mony. 

“People  write  letters  to  the  editor  [of  the 
San  Francisco  Chronicle,  where  Tales  of 
the  City  got  its  first  exposure]  hor¬ 
rified  that  I  am  glamorizing 
homosexuality,”  he  said  to  a  full  house 
Tuesday,  October  17,  at  the  Brattle  Theatre 
in  Cambridge,  Mass.  “This  is  the  greatest 
compliment  in  the  world.  I  didn’t  know  you 
could  make  it  any  more  glamorous.” 

Maupin  says  the  characters  who  reside  at 
Barbary  Lane  are  fragments  of  his  own  per¬ 
sonality.  “One  of  the  reasons  I  feel  uncom¬ 
fortable  about  doing  Mona,  for  instance,  is 
that  she  is  really  the  more  cynical  side  of  me. 

I  don’t  get  to  voice  that  too  much;  part  of 
me  is  also  romantic,  and  I  think  Michael 
Tolliver  is  a  reflection  of  that.  Brian 
Hawkins  was  the  sexual  gadabout  I  used  to 
be,  who  has  now  become  the  domestic 
creature  you  see  standing  before  you” 
(Maupin  is  lovers  with  West  Coast  gay  activist 
Terry  Anderson).  “If  the  truth  be  known,  I 
probably  relate  most  closely  to  DeDe  Hal¬ 
cyon,  the  former  debutante.  Because  I  know 
the  sort  of  horrible  embarrassment  of  look¬ 
ing  back  on  this  utterly  different  person  of 
15  years  earlier,  and  I  think  that’s  probably 
why  she  is  one  of  the  most  interesting  char¬ 
acters  for  me  to  write  in  the  series.  The  only 
one  that  doesn’t  coipe  directly  from  me  is 
Anna  Madrigal,  who  is  really  more  the  per¬ 
son  that  I  aspire  to  be  —  minus  the  trip  to  • 
Denmark. 

“I  had  a  wonderful  grandmother  who 
was  a  suffragist  in  England,  the  years  before 
the  First  World  War.  She  lived  to  be  95  years 
old,  I  remember  her  quite  well.  She  was  a 
very  fey,  compassionate,  flamboyant 
woman  who  read  palms  and  studied  theoso¬ 
phy  and  practiced  vegetarianism.  She  did  a 
lot  of  things  that  people  were  doing  in  the 
\T60s,  50  years  earlier.  I  think  that  spirit  sort 
of  lodged  in  me  from  a  very  early  age,  and  it 
was  really  the  thing  that  rescued  me  in  the 
long  run.  So  1  draw  on  her  spirit  when  I  am 
writing  about  Anna.  She’s  the  explainer  and 
the  giver.” 

Maupin  gave  great  pleasure  by  reading  a 
chapter  from  his  new  novel,  Sure  of  You, 
entitled  “Lesbian  Sauce,”  in  which  Mona 
cruises  for  love  on  the  isle  of  Lesbos.  He 
wore  what  has  become  a  sort  of  uniform  to 
him  —  a  large  beautifully  cut  blue  shirt  with 


billowing  sleeves,  and  creased  black  trou¬ 
sers.  He  looks  normal  as  a  chocolate  chip 
cookie  —  blond  hair,  twinkling  eyes  and  a 
moustache,  and  his  straightforward  gayness 
is  a  joy. 

He  is  ending  the  series  despite  the  fact  that 
“I  know  people  love  these  characters,  and  I 
love  them  too,  but  I  was  just  concerned 
about  getting  stale,  just  sort  of  cranking  it 
out  in  some  mechanical  way.  I  think  this 
happens  to  a  lot  of  people  who  do  things  in  a 
series.  Actually,  I  have  this  mechanism  in 
me  that  still  says,  “Well,  I  think  they’ll  be 
doing  this  now.’  ” 

Maupin  says  he  has  visited  the  places  of 
which  he  writes,  and  told  us  how  he  and  his 
lover  and  a  couple  of  friends  travelled 
together  to  the  Greek  isles  “desperately 
seeking  Sappho.  We  had  a  terrible  time, 
because  it’s  very  much  Mary’s  island  and 
not  Sappho’s.  We  looked  for  Sappho  mem¬ 
orabilia  everywhere  we  went  and  found  only 
a  keychain.  And  hilarious  notations  in 
guidebooks  that  said  her  poems  for  women 
had  been  misinterpreted  by  scholars  who 
didn’t  realize  that  all  women  talked  to  each 
other  this  way. 

“Of  course  most  of  her  poetry  was 
destroyed  by  the  church  in  the  6th  century, 
so  when  you  even  look  for  a  volume  of 
poems  you  find  only  tiny  fragments.” 

A  woman  in  the  audience  asked  him,  “So 
did  you  really  get  into  that  rich  man’s  camp 
that  you  wrote  about  in  that  other  book?” 

“Yes,  I  did,”  he  said. 

“How  did  you  manage  that  one,  dear?” 
the  woman  asked. 

“I  thought  you  were  going  to  ask  me 
about  the  women’s  music  festival.  It’s  much 
easier  to  get  into  a  rich  man’s  camp  than  it  is 
to  get  into  a  women’s  music  festival.  There 
is  a  notation  at  the  beginning  of  Significant 
Others  that  says  I  am  indebted  to  my  friends 
in  both  camps.  It  was  literally  true.” 

Maupin  has  faced  his  share  of  having  to 
fight  to  present  his  gay  characters.  Early  on 
at  the  San  Francisco  Chronicle  his  editor 
drew  a  chart  on  the  wall,  with  “Homosexual 
Characters”  on  one  side  and  “Heterosexual 
Characters”  on  the  other;  if  at  any  time  the 
homosexual  characters  exceeded  more  than 
30  per  cent  of  the  overall  characters  (the 
editor’s  perception  of  the  gay/straight  ratio 
of  San  Francisco),  someone  would  have  to 
go.  So  Maupin  wrote  a  segment  in  which 
Frannie  Halcyon  makes  love  to  her  dog,  and 
insisted  it  be  added  to  the  heterosexual  side 
of  the  chart. 

At  one  point  his  editor  called  him  in  and 
said,  “Goddamit,  you  have  everything  but 
cannibalism  here.”  “Hmmm,”  said 
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his,  the  sixth  and  reportedly  final 
volume  in  the  Tales  of  the  City  series, 
is  disappointing  and  exhilarating. 
Disappointing  because  it  is,  according  to  its 
author,  the  final  book,  and  because  it  is 
short,  and  because  he  has  decided  to  go  out 
in  a  quiet  understatement. 

Sure  of  You  is  exhilarating  because 
Maupin  is  such  a  marvelous  writer,  and  his 
characters  are  as  much  a  part  of  our  cultural 
sensibility  now  as,  say,  Mary  Tyler  Moore’s 
Mary  Richards.  We  get  upset  that  Mary  Ann 
is  so  ambitious,  that  she  would  go  any¬ 
where,  leave  anyone,  to  advance  her  career 
—  and  a  career  in  media  at  that.  We  worry 
that  Michael  Tolliver  is  HIV-positive.  And 
we  want  to  know  a  lot  more  than  we  ever 
learn  about  Anna  Madrigal.  They’re  folks. 

The  epigraph  to  Sure  of  You  is  from  A.  A. 
Milne’s  The  House  at  Pooh  Corner:  Piglet 
sneaks  up  behind  Pooh  and  whispers  his 
name.  When  Pooh  asks  his  intentions,  Pig¬ 
let  says,  “Nothing.  I  just  wanted  to  be  sure 
of  you.”  And  this  is  the  tone  of  the  book: 
Michael  needs  to  be  sure  of  Thack,  Brian 
needs  to  be  sure  of  Mary  Ann,  Mary  Ann 
needs  to  be  sure  of  success  and  advance¬ 
ment,  Mrs.  Madrigal  needs  to  be  sure  she 
can  still  have  an  adventure. 

In  the  earlier  books  Maupin  would  en¬ 
hance  his  characters  with  more  than  adven¬ 
ture;  he  would  introduce  the  surreal  element 
that  seems  like  real  life:  the  face  of  Jesus  on 
a  taco  shell,  a  severed  hand  in  a  church  loft, 
a  trip  to  Jonestown  with  two  of  the  major 
characters,  DeDe  and  D’orothea.  In  Sure  of 
You  things  are  less  bizarre.  Things  happen 
that  are  strange,  but  unfortunately  familiar, 
such  as  this  scene  in  which  two  teenage  boys 
mount  a  bus  in  San  Francisco: 

“You  catch  AIDS  and  die  like  a  fuckin’ 
dog.”  He  was  moving  toward  the  back 
now,  brandishing  the  acronym  like  a 
switchblade.  “Whatcha  think?  Any  fag¬ 
gots  on  this  bus?” 

There  was  a  moment  of  excruciating  si¬ 
lence  before  Thack  did  the  predictable  and 
piped  up.  “Yeah,”  he  said,  “over 
here.”... 

“There’s  one  over  here  too.”  This  from 
a  stout  young  black  woman  across  the 
aisle.... 

“There  you  go,”  said  Thack,  address¬ 
ing  the  boys. 

“Back  here.”  Two  older  guys  in  the 
back  of  the  bus  raised  their  hands. 

“Yo,”  called  someone  else. 

Who  else  but  Maupin  creates  scenes  like 
this?  He  revels  in  shared  experience.  In  one 
of  the  finest  scenes  of  the  book  he  has 
Michael  Tolliver  and  his  lover  Thack  go  into 
a  bar  called  the  Rawhide  II.  While  he  is 
awaiting  his  Calistoga  his  beeper  goes  off.  It 
is  time  to  take  his  AZT.  The  bartender 
smiles  at  him  and  says,  “Another  bionic 
man.”  A  fellow  on  the  stool  besides  him 
pats  the  pocket  of  his  Pendleton  shirt,  and 
tells  Michael  that  his  beeper  will  go  off  in  a 
matter  of  seconds.  This  scene  to  me  is  as 
poignant  as  something  my  friend  told  me 
after  a  recent  two-week  visit  to  San  Fran¬ 
cisco.  “It’s  the  only  city  in  the  world,”  he. 
said,  “where  you  can  go  out  to  a  restaurant 
covered  in  KS  lesions  and  no  one  looks  at 
you  funny.”  Armistead  Maupin  documents 
these  alterations  in  the  gay  male  community 
better  than  anyone  I  know. 

There  is  a  phenomenon  in  San  Francisco 
unknown  to  me  until  I  read  this  book  and 
later  heard  Maupin  back  the  story  up  in  a 
Fresh  Air  interview  on  National  Public 
Radio:  widowed  mothers  of  PWAs.  In  Sure 
of  You  ,  Eula  is  the  mother  of  a  man  with  six 
t-cells,  and  she  has  moved  from  Havasu  City 
to  San  Francisco  to  be  with  her  son.  She  has 
become  part  of  the  gay  community,  and 
goes  to  places  such  as  the  Rawhide  II  to 
dance  with  the  boys.  “All  them  boys  wanna 
do  is  rent  movies  and  stay  home,”  says 
Eula.  She’s  a  hoot,  and  hoots  are  one  of  the 


things  Maupin  does  best:  celebrating  people 
making  the  most  of  life  in  the  midst  of  its 
adversities. 

Readers  whose  favorite  characters  are 
Anna  Madrigal,  her  daughter  Mona,  DeDe 
and  her  lover  D’orothea  may  be  disap¬ 
pointed  here,  because  there  simply  isn’t 
enough  of  these  wonderful  people.  True, 
Mrs.  Madrigal  and  Mona  do  go  to  Lesbos, 
and  they  both  have  adventures  there. 

Mona  turned  to  see  a  woman  her  own  age, 
handsome  and  lanky,  with  a  big  Carly 
Simon  mouth.  “They  don’t  do  Sappho. 

Not  as  a  statue,  anyway.  Somebody  told 
me  there’s  an  ouzo  bottle  shaped  like  her, 
but  I  haven’t  been  able  to  find  it.” 

I,  for  one,  could  have  enjoyed  several 
more  chapters  on  Lesbos  —  if  only  to  have 
lines  like  “She  spotted  several  pairs  of 
lowercase  lesbians  along  the  way,  but  hardly 
enough  to  qualify  the  town  for  mecca 
status.” 

Maybe  Maupin  devotees  are  greedy;  the 
serial  format  has  conquered  us,  and  we  want 
more,  more,  more.  I  guess  a  lot  of  us  are  in 
love  with  the  idea  of  gay  and  straight  people 
living  in  a  boarding  house  on  a  hill  in  San 
Francisco.  We  love  men  like  Brian  who  take 
men  like  Michael  Tolliver  as  their  best  friend 
and  manage  to  stay  gentle  as  husbands,  as 
fathers,  as  friends.  And  except  for  Brian  in 
Tales  of  the  City  and  Nate  in  Margaret  At¬ 
wood’s  Life  Before  Man,  I  don’t  personally 
know  of  many  gentle  male  spirits  in  litera¬ 
ture:  men  who  are  a  bit  uncomfortable  with 
the  older  male  images  —  fathers  who  don’t 
take  much  part  in  childcare  or  housework. 
Maupin  celebrates  Brian;  he’s  proud  of  him 
and  a  lot  of  the  pain  we  feel  here  is  because 
Mary  Ann  is  as  tired  of  Brian  as  Elizabeth 
was  of  Nate  in  Atwood’s  Life  Before  Man. 
Can  the  nice,  unmacho  man  exist  in  a  world 
where  high-paying  jobs  and  a  certain 
amount  of  toughness  are  looked  up  to?  This 
is  a  point  that  Atwood  dwells  on  far  more 
than  Maupin,  for  he  deals  more  with  the  sur¬ 
face  of  life:  how  things  look,  what  people 
wear,  what  is  in  their  homes,  what  sorts  of 
places  they  go  to,  what  drugs  they  use,  what 
identities  they  fabricate. 

In  Sure  of  You  Maupin  viciously  attacks 
the  closeted  gay  male,  in  this  case  a  Calvin 
Klein-like  very  successful  clothing  designer 
who  goes  from  openly  gay  photographer  to 
married  and  closeted  national  celebrity.  But 
Maupin  doesn’t  spend  a  lot  of  time  on  this 
negative  character,  he  flies  from  this  to 
something  more  positive,  and  maintains  a 
lightness  in  his  prose  that  is  quite  unmatch¬ 
ed;  even  E.F.  Benson’s  Lucia  series  is  not 
lighter.  It’s  a  magical  feat,  really,  and  those 
of  us  who  appreciate  it  only  wish  and  that  he 
had  not  decided  to  leave  these  characters  at 
this  point  in  time. 

For  after  all,  in  three  years,  many  people 
are  going  to  be  wondering:  Do  you  think 
Michael  is  okay?  Do  you  think  Mary  Ann 
went  as  far  as  Oprah  Winfrey?  Do  you  think 
Brian  met  a  woman  who  appreciated  him?  Is 
Anna  Madrigal  on  Lesbos  or  not?  Has  the 
woman  with  the  Carly  Simon  mouth  visited 
England  (Mona  is  an  American  expatriate  liv¬ 
ing  in  England  in  a  manor  house  owned  by  a 
lord  who  lives  in  San  Francisco)  lately? 
These  are  hardly  earth-shattering  questions. 
But  for  some  of  us,  they  arise.  □ 

Walta  Borawski  is  a  secretary  living  in  Cam¬ 
bridge. 
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Where  lesbian 
passion  ends  in 
celibacy 

A  cerebral  tour  through  the  erotic 


‘Most  ambiguous  of 
citizens’ 

Black,  gay  science  fiction  writer  Samuel  Delany  considers 
contradictions 


Sex  and  Other  Sacred  Games: 
Love,  Desire,  Power,  and 
Possession 

Kim  Chernin  and  Renate  Stendahl 
Times  Books,  NY,  1 989 
$17.95  cloth,  271pp. 

Reviewed  by  Sydney  Pokorny 

’ve  been  raised  as  a  powerless  woman. 
Feminism  taught  me  to  suspect  any 
power  that  would  drive  others  to  their 
knees.  It  taught  me  to  keep  my  own  knees 
straight.  No  more  submission!  Beware 
domination!  Not  kosher  this  power. 

Lesbian  Erotic  Literature,  Feminist 
Erotic  Literature?  The  number  of  titles 
published  in  these  genres  increases  daily. 
Are  they  really  worth  the  pulp,  or  should  the 
trees  be  spared?  Sex  and  Other  Sacred 
Games:  Love,  Desire,  Power  and  Posses¬ 
sion,  co-written  by  Kim  Chernin  and  Renate 
Stendhal,  can  best  be  described  as  a  cerebral 
tour  through  two  women’s  understanding 
of  eroticism:  love,  desire,  power,  and 
possession.  It  is  a  quasi-narrative, 
theoretical  account  of  a  meeting  between 
two  women  in  a  Parisian  cafe.  One  woman, 
Claire  Heller,  is  a  brash,  alluring  American, 
while  the  other  woman,  Alma  Runau,  is  a 
German-French  feminist  (you  have  to  read 
between  the  lines  because  she  is  never  nam¬ 
ed,  but  she  is  a  LESBIAN). 

The  afternoon  spent  in  the  cafe  spawns  a 
three-year  correspondence,  with  two  meet¬ 
ings,  the  bulk  of  which  constitutes  the  book 
and  their  relationship.  In  the  five  parts  that 
follow,  Claire  and  Alma  share  opinions  on 
their  erotic  exploits.  Claire’s  letters,  written 
by  Kim  Chernin,  are  mini  oral  histories  and 
bear  a  remarkable  resemblance  to  her  earlier 
works,  most  notably  The  Obsession  and  Re- 
Inventing  Eve.  These  letters  are  in  the  form 
of  narratives  that  engage  a  variety  of 
theoretical  frames  for  discussing  women’s 
sexuality,  ranging  from  mythological/ar- 


Women  Under  Attack: 
Victories,  Backlash,  and  the 
Fight  for  Reproductive 
Freedom 

Susan  E.  Davis,  editor,  by  the  Committee 
for  Abortion  Rights  and  Against  Sterilization 
Abuse 

South  End  Press  Pamphlet  No.  7 
South  End  Press,  Boston,  1 988 
$ 5.00,  76pp. 

Reviewed  by  Becky  Conekin 

omen  Under  Attack  offers  in¬ 
valuable  information  on  the 
feminist  reproductive  rights 
movement  in  the  U.S.  It  is  an  expanded  and 
updated  version  of  a  pamphlet  produced  in 
1979  by  the  Committee  for  Abortion  Rights 
and  Against  Sterilization  Abuse 
(CARASA).  CARASA  was  formed  in  1977 
by  radical  and  socialist  feminists  in  New 
York  City  in  response  to  the  Hyde  Amend¬ 
ment,  which  prohibited  federal  Medicaid 
funding  for  abortions.  In  the  group’s  own 
words,  “abortion  rights  and  freedom  from 
sterilization  abuse  were  seen  as  two  sides  of 
the  same  coin,  since  poor  women,  denied 
funding  for  abortion,  might  be  coerced  into 
sterilization,  which  by  contrast,  was  funded 


chetypal  to  Freudian  accounts.  The  sections 
written  by  the  character  Alma  Runau 
(Renate  Stendhal)  resemble  journal  entries 
and  are  feminist-inspired  rebuttals  of 
Claire’s  tales  of  her  sexual  exploits. 

The  opposition  maintained  throughout 
the  book  is  set  during  their  meeting  in  the 
cafe.  The  dissension  between  the  two  is 
described  as  the  conflict  between  the 
feminist  and  the  femme  fatale.  The  point 
that  occupies  most  of  their  time  is  the  pro¬ 
blem  of  power,  more  specifically,  men’s 
power  over  women  and  the  possibilities  for 
escape.  The  battleground  for  this  power 
struggle  is  sex.  Claire  uses  sex  to  maintain 
power  over  men.  Alma  believes  male  power 
is  culturally  determined.  To  live  free,  Alma 
and  other  women  must  leave  men  out  of 
their  lives.  She  turns  to  women  for  primary 
nurturing  and  sex.  The  discussion  of  power 
leads  the  reader  through  many  arguments 
about  relationships  between  women  for¬ 
mulated  around  the  time  of  the  por¬ 
nography  wars;  they  will  be  familiar  to  those 
who  have  read  Adrienne  Rich’s  “Com¬ 
pulsory  Heterosexuality  and  Lesbian  Ex¬ 
istence.”  Alma  consisistently  claims  that  an 
erotic  relationship  between  equals  and  one 
which  involves  wholeness  and  reciprocation 
will  change  the  dominant  order.  However, 
she  finds  it  imposssible  to  find  such  a  rela¬ 
tionship.  In  the  meantime,  Alma  is  forced  to 
play  roles  in  her  sexual  encounters,  just  as 
Claire  adopts  different  roles  with  her  men. 
Claire  accepts  role  playing  as  part  of  the  sex¬ 
ual  encounter,  while  Alma  dreams  of  its 
end. 

I  found  the  portions  where  Alma  speaks 
most  interesting.  Part  Three,  an  extended 
journal  entry  from  Alma,  written  in  reaction 
to  the  letters  she  has  received  from  Claire,  is 
the  most  provocative  and  cohesive  section 
of  the  book.  Alma  begins  by  denying  her  at¬ 
traction  to  women  who  are  “other.”  She 
equates  otherness  or  difference  with  a  power 
relationship.  In  her  schema,  to  escape  the  ef- 
Continued  on  page  12 


90  percent  by  the  government.”  This  new 
version  tackles  reproductive  freedom  issues 
unforeseeable  in  1979.  These  include  new 
reproductive  technologies  such  as  in  vitro 
fertilization  and  the  new  potential  for  coer¬ 
ced  abortion  and  sterilization  abuse  created 
by  AIDS. 

Women  Under  Attack  summarizes  the 
last  ten  years  of  the  abortion  rights  move¬ 
ment,  clarifying  what  the  1973  Supreme 
Court  decision  in  Roe  v.  Wade  does  and 
does  not  grant  women  in  this  country.  This 
makes  it  the  sort  of  thing  every  active 
feminist  should  have  on  her  bookshelf. 
Points  about  the  decision  legalizing  abor¬ 
tion  that  may  be  unfamiliar  to  some  of  us  in¬ 
clude  the  fact  that  Roe  v.  Wade  protects  a 
woman’s  right  to  choose  to  have  an  abor¬ 
tion,  not  her  right  to  actually  have  one.  Sec¬ 
ond,  the  Court  ruled  that  the  decision  to 
abort  was  “inherently  and  primarily  a 
medical  decision”  and  as  such,  to  some 
degree  the  doctor’s  decision.  Third,  the 
Court  said  that  the  state  has  an  interest  in 
preserving  and  protecting  a  “potential 
human  life.” 

An  understanding  of  these  subtleties 
helps  us  comprehend  how  we  got  into  the 
mess  we  are  in  today.  For  example,  the  Hyde 
Amendment  and  the  recent  Webster  deci¬ 
sion  both  attack  the  availability  of  abortion 
Continued  on  page  14 


The  Motion  of  Light  in  Water: 
Sex  and  Science  Fiction 
Writing  in  the  East  Village, 
1957-1965 

Samuel  R.  Delany 

Arbor  House/ William  Morrow,  N.Y.,  1988 
$18.95  cloth,  $8.95  paper,  302pp. 


Reviewed  by  Larry  Goldsmith 
4  4|  was  a  young  black  man,  light- 
I  skinned  enough  so  that  four  out  of 
I  five  people  who  met  me,  of  what¬ 
ever  race,  assumed  I  was  white,”  recalls 
science  fiction  writer  Samuel  Delany  in 
this  memoir  of  his  sexual  and  authorial  be¬ 
ginnings.  “...I  was  a  homosexual  who  now 
knew  he  could  function  heterosexually.  And 
I  was  a  young  writer  whose  early  attempts 
had  already  gotten  him  a  handful  of  prizes, 
a  few  scholarships....”  Alone  on  a  bench  in 
Central  Park  the  morning  after  an  atypically 
heterosexual  experience,  the  19-year-old 
writer  pondered  the  contradictions  that 
seemed  to  run  through  his  life:  “So,  I 
thought,  you  are  neither  black  nor  white. 
You  are  neither  male  nor  female.  And  you 
are  that  most  ambiguous  of  citizens,  the 
writer.” 

Born  into  a  solidly  middle-class  Harlem 
family,  Delany,  the  author  of  Dhalgren  and 
other  innovative  and  critically-acclaimed 
works  of  fantasy  and  science  fiction,  attend¬ 
ed  the  exclusive  Dalton  School  and  later 
demonstrated  his  precocious  mathematical 
and  scientific  aptitudes  at  the  Bronx  High 
School  of  Science.  There  he  met  Marilyn 
Hacker,  a  young  white  woman  (now  a  noted 
lesbian  poet),  with  whom  he  developed  an 
intense  friendship  and  with  whom,  that 
evening  in  Central  Park,  he  discovered  his 
ability  to  “function  heterosexually.”  Soon, 
Hacker  too  made  a  discovery  —  that  she  was 
pregnant  —  and  the  two  took  a  Greyhound 
bus  to  Detroit  (Michigan  being  one  of  only 
two  states  in  which  a  man  and  a  woman  of 
their  youth  and  differing  races  could  legally 
marry  in  1961). 

Hacker  knew  Delany  was  gay  when  they 
were  married,  and  he  made  it  clear  to  her 
that  he  intended  to  continue  having  sex  with 
men.  Aside  from  this  understanding,  how¬ 
ever,  the  young  couple  began  married  life 
with  little  idea  of  what  to  expect,  and 
Delany’s  account  of  how  the  inevitable  ten¬ 
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sions  and  conflicts  evolved  into  a  marriage 

—  the  couple  madly  improvising  ways  to 
deal  with  their  youth  and  lack  of  money, 
their  differing  races,  family  backgrounds, 
and  sexual  preferences,  and  their  respective 
attempts,  somehow  in  the  midst  of  it  all,  to 
find  time  to  write  —  is  the  most  consistently 
interesting  part  of  his  narrative. 

What  is  disappointing  here  and  elsewhere 
in  the  book,  however,  is  that  Delany  relies 
too  heavily  on  the  ability  of  anecdotes  to  tell 
his  story.  The  best  kind  of  autobiography 
offers  the  reader  the  value  of  the  author’s 
hindsight,  a  taking  stock  of  his  or  her  life, 
that  conveys  more  than  a  simple  chronicle  of 
life’s  events.  But  the  structure  of  this  book 

—  one  long  series  of  numbered  sections, 
none  longer  than  three  or  four  pages  — 
tends  to  divide  Delany’s  narrative  into  so 
many  disconnected  fragments.  Often,  too, 
the  author’s  ego  distorts  his  perspective:  he 
has  ^n  irritating  way  of  discussing  his  own 
intelligence,  for  example,  that  goes  so  far  as 
to  report  his  high  school  grades,  and  his 
descriptions  of  chance  encounters  with  ce¬ 
lebrities  like  Albert  Einstein  and  Bob  Dylan 
seem  calculated  merely  to  impress. 

Much  more  significant  is  Delany’s  experi¬ 
ence  of  conflicting  identities:  the  ways  in 
which  he  finds  himself  caught  between  cate¬ 
gories  and  assumptions  of  race,  class,  and 
sexuality.  We  might  have  learned  much 
more  about  the  author  had  he  paused  more 
often  to  reflect  on  the  nature  of  these  am¬ 
biguities  and  the  role  of  his  art  as  a  means 
for  expressing  them.  □ 
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Essential  reading  for 
the  reproductive 
rights  battles  ahead 

Women  Under  Attack:  an  updated  pamphlet  by  the 
Committee  for  Abortion  Rights  and  Against  Sterilization 
Abuse 


two  factions  over  the  issue,  with  one  faction 


court  cases  concerning  gay  men  and  lesbians 
in  the  military.  Hippier  conducted  extensive 
interviews  with  his  subject  before  his  death, 
and  with  many  of  his  associates  from  his  13 
years  in  the  limelight. 

People  who  disagreed  with  Matlovich, 
like  those  who  questioned  why  gay  people 
should  want  to  be  in  the  military  in  the  first 
place,  do  not  always  receive  a  full  hearing. 
He  is  quoted  dismissing  the  latter  group  as 
“the  political  loony-tunes”  somehow  char¬ 
acteristic  of  the  San  Francisco  gay  move¬ 
ment  in  the  mid-1970s,  reducing  them  to  a 
cardboard  caricature.  In  reality,  the  radical 
Bay  Area  Gay  Liberation  (BAGL)  split  into 
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The  Leonard  Matlovich  story 

Mormon,  military  man  and  gay  “hero” 


Leonard  Matlovich  (R)  with  author  Michael  Hippier 


popular  spokesperson,  active  in  the  1977 
fight  against  repeal  of  Miami’s  gay  rights  or¬ 
dinance  and  a  year  later  against  the  Califor¬ 
nia  Briggs  Initiative,  which  would  have  ban¬ 
ned  gay  teachers.  But  as  a  politically  naive 
front  man,  he  was  easily  manipulated  into 
campaigning  against  Harvey  Milk  when  the 
latter  was  elected  to  the  San  Francisco 
Board  of  Supervisors.  In  early  1979,  several 
months  after  Milk’s  assassination,  he  mov¬ 
ed  to  San  Francisco  and  ran  unsuccessfully 
for  his  seat. 

Reluctantly  he  agreed  to  a  $160,000  settle¬ 
ment  from  the  Air  Force  in  late  1980,  after 
Judge  Gerhard  Gesell  (later  of  Iran  Contra 
fame)  ruled  that  the  service  had  violated  his 
rights  on  procedural  —  however  not  on  con¬ 
stitutional  —  grounds.  Some  of  the  pro¬ 
ceeds  he  donated  to  various  gay  rights 
causes,  and  he  opened  a  pizzeria  in  the  pop¬ 
ular  Russian  River  gay  resort  area  north  of 
San  Francisco.  Despite  his  often  abrasive 
behavior,  he  was  able  to  build  up  a  business 
until  a  wave  of  AIDS  hysteria  cut  into  his 
patronage  and  he  closed  shop  in  early  1984. 

Returning  to  San  Francisco,  Matlovich 
injected  himself  into  a  new  dispute  by  join¬ 
ing  those  who  contended  the  bathhouses 
were  a  health  hazard  and  sought  to  have  the 
city  close  them.  Indicative  of  the  heated  pas¬ 
sions  on  both  sides  of  the  issue,  editor  Paul 
Lorch  of  the  Bay  Area  Reporter  excoriated 
them  as  “collaborators  [who]  have  killed 
the  movement  —  glibly  handing  it  all  over  to 
the  forces  that  have  beaten  us  down  since 
time  immemorial.”  Later,  while  living  in 
Washington,  Matlovich  attempted  almost 
single-handedly  to  close  the  baths  there  but 
was  denounced  by  even  his  closest  allies  as 
an  interloper. 

Moving  back  and  forth  between  Washing¬ 
ton  and  Germany,  he  eventually  returned  to 
the  Bay  Area.  In  1986  he  was  diagnosed  with 
AIDS.  Once  again  he  went  public,  address¬ 
ing  protest  rallies.  He  challenged  Northwest 
Orient  Airlines  for  its  refusal  to  fly  him  to 
the  1987  March  on  Washington  because  he 
had  AIDS.  As  a  lifelong  Republican  he  was 
especially  outraged  by  the  Reagan  ad¬ 
ministration’s  unwillingness  to  address  the 
epidemic.  He  took  the  hiterto  unthinkable 
step  of  getting  arrested  twice  in  civil  disobe¬ 
dience  demonstrations.  On  June  22,  1988, 
he  died,  21  months  after  his  diagnosis. 

Matlovich:  The  Good  Soldier  is  a 
valuable,  if  sometimes  awkwardly  written, 
introduction  to  Leonard’s  life.  Augmenting 
its  usefulness,  the  author  has  included  a 
brief  appendix  summarizing  subsequent 


Matlovich:  The  Good  Soldier 

Mike  Hippier 
Alyson,  Boston,  1 989 
$8.95  paper,  176pp. 


Reviewed  by  John  Kyper 

At  first  glance  Leonard  Matlovich 
seems  an  unlikely  hero  for  the  gay 
movement:  a  decorated  career  Air 
Force  sergeant  proud  of  his  two  Vietnam 
tours  of  duty,  he  was  transformed  into  an 
instant  celebrity  when  he  came  out  publicly 
in  1975  to  challenge  the  military’s  official 
homophobia.  Deeply  conservative,  he  had 
earlier  converted  to  Mormonism  because  he 
found  the  Catholic  Church  “too  liberal”  in 
the  wake  of  Vatican  II.  It  was  inevitable  that 
he  would  become  a  contentious  figure  in  a 
movement  that,  in  large  part,  had  emerged 
out  of  the  anti-war  protests  just  a  few  years 
before. 

At  a  time  when  other  Vietnam  veterans 
were  returning  home  to  denounce  the  war, 
his  unabashed  patriotism  made  him  target 
of  much  abuse  —  I  remember  a  participant 
at  one  gay  conference  screaming  “baby 
killer!”  at  him.  But  Matlovich’s  politics  also 
earned  him  the  fervent  admiration  of  his  de¬ 
fenders.  In  many  ways  he  epitomized  the 
transition  in  the  tone  of  gay  politics,  away 
from  the  radicalism  of  the  late  1960s  to¬ 
wards  a  more  conventional,  middle  class 
ethos. 

Some  activists  who  had  long  labored  in 
obscurity  bitterly  resented  Matlovich  as  an 
upstart  who  had  come  from  nowhere  to  ap¬ 
pear  on  the  cover  of  Time  in  his  uniform  and 
medals.  Turned  into  a  symbol,  he  was  given 
credit  for  the  efforts  of  others.  The 
quote  attributed  to  him  —  “They  gave  me  a 
medal  for  killing  two  men  and  a  discharge 
for  loving  one”  —  antedated  his  struggle  by 
several  years. 

As  a  neophyte  to  the  media  he  frequently 
undercut  his  effectiveness  by  making  con¬ 
troversial  pronouncements  before  thinking 
through  what  he  wanted  to  say.  Nor  was  he 
prepared  for  the  less  savory  aspects  of  his 
sudden  fame,  like  threatening  telephone 
calls.  After  six  months  in  the  national  spot¬ 
light  he  felt  himself  “cannibalized”  by  a  gay 
public  hungry  for  a  hero  and  exploited  by  a 
mentally  unstable  business  manager. 
Searching  for  love,  he  found  “star  fuckers” 
who  saw  him  only  as  a  sexual  conquest. 

Following  the  initial  outburst  of  publici¬ 
ty,  Matlovich’s  case  was  to  drone  on  in  the 
courts  for  over  Five  years.  He  remained  a 


composed  of  people  who  supported  him  despite 
their  reservations  about  his  political  stance. 

Several  important  episodes  are  based 
soley  upon  Matlovich’s  version  of  events,  or 
otherwise  lack  a  full  perspective.  While 
coverage  of  the  furor  over  closing  the  San 
Francisco  bathhouses  does  draw  from  nu¬ 
merous  sources  and  conveys  well  the  divi¬ 
sions  within  the  community,  the  opposition 
is  highlighted  here  by  Paul  Lorch’s  spiteful 
vituperation  and  I  wish  the  reader  had  been 
provided  with  a  more  balanced  account.  Al¬ 
though  unstated,  it  is  clear  that  Leonard  was 
again  being  used,  in  what  appears  to  have 
been  a  high-stakes  political  attempt  to 
“clean  up”  the  city’s  image  before  the  1984 
Democratic  National  Convention  came  to 
town. 

His  ill-fated  run  for  the  Board  of  Super¬ 
visors  in  1979  is  another  topic  that  gets 
short  shrift.  I  lived  in  San  Francisco  during 
this  period  and  encountered  Matlovich 
often.  While  his  observation  is  certainly  true 
that  no  conservative  could  have  won  in 
Harvey  Milk’s  district,  Matlovich  fails  to 
mention  that  another  gay  conservative  who 
was  an  unknown  put  together  a  strong  cam¬ 
paign  and  placed  surprisingly  well  in  a 
12-candidate  race.  Matlovich  by  contrast 
had  just  moved  to  the  city  and  ran  on  his 
name,  raising  no  substantive  issues. 

Understandably,  he  did  not  tell  the 
author,  either,  about  a  particularly  humili¬ 
ating  but  revealing  incident  that  occurred 
during  that  campaign:  Addressing  an  angry 
Castro  Street  rally  to  protest  police  harass¬ 
ment,  he  launched  into  his  standard  speech, 
pompously  lecturing  us  to  come  out  of  the 
closet.  At  a  time  when  gay  rage  right  after 
the  assassinations  of  Milk  and  Mayor 
George  Moscone  was  rapidly  mounting  and 
would  shortly  explode  in  a  riot  at  City  Hall, 
his  advice  was  the  last  thing  we  needed  or 
wanted  to  hear.  The  audience  reacted  with 
disbelief,  laughing  and  booing,  and  he  beat 
a  hasty  retreat  from  the  stage. 

One  of  his  friends  called  Leonard  Matlo¬ 
vich  “the  best  poster  boy  the  movement  ever 
had,”  for  his  ability  to  reach  out  to  Middle 
America  as  no  gay  militant  has  done  before 
or  since.  Those  of  us  who  had  supported 
him  in  the  hope  that  he  would  broaden  his 
vision  to  address  issues  of  militarism  and 
sexism  were  to  be  disappointed:  what  we 
saw  was  what  we  got,  plus  an  uncommon 
measure  of  personal  courage. 

It  is  unfortunate  that  the  book  missed  so 
many  telling  details  of  his  story;  neverthe¬ 
less,  Mike  Hippier  has  written  an  infor¬ 
mative  biography  that  succeeds  in  conveying 
a  sense  of  the  man  and  his 
contradictions.  □ 

John  Kyper  is  studying  to  be  a  professional 
bureaucrat. 


‘Seduced  by  a  pasty- 
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$ 8.95  paper,  282pp. 

Reviewed  by  Mara  Math 

warm  welcome  to  Eliza  Pirex,  the 
hottest  lesbian  detective  of  the  year. 
She’s  as  tough  as  her  oven-proof 
name  suggests,  but  she’s  no  hard-boiled 
loner.  “Seven  years  after  meeting  Honor,” 
the  private  investigator  reflects,  “I  still  feel 
twinges  of  astonishment  that  I  stumbled 
upon  such  a  family,  Honor  and  our  two 
more-than-satisfactory  children.”  One  of 
the  many  satisfactions  All  the  Muscle  You 
Need  offers  is  Eliza’s  family  life,  abounding 
in  the  love,  tension  and  other  intricacies  of 
off-the-page  families.  McRae  has  created  in¬ 
teresting  children  without  resorting  to 
cuteness,  and  the  capricious,  intensely 
ethical  Honor  will  enchant  readers  as  much 
as  she  does  Eliza. 

When  Eliza  sleeps  with  a  former  lover, 
Honor  is  outraged.  “You  let  yourself  be 
seduced  by  a  pasty-faced  straight 
woman.  .  .  .  [She]  reminds  me  of  a  human 
Hostess  Twinkie.”  Eliza  tries  to  explain  to 
12-year-old  Annabelle  and  six -year-old 
Jemmy  why  Honor  has  taken  them  to  stay 
with  their  grandparents: 

...Your  mom  and  I  have  agreements  be¬ 
tween  us  about  how  we’re  going  to  live  our 


lives.  And  I  broke  one  of  the  agreements. 
That’s  all  I’m  going  to  say  for  now  no  mat¬ 
ter  how  many  questions  you  guys  ask.” 
Annabelle  steps  back  and  levels  her  eyes 
on  me.  .  .  . 

“Did  you  sleep  with  somebody  else?” 
asks  Annabelle  coolly. 

“Annabelle,  Jesus,  I’ve  asked  you  guys 
not  to  pop  off  with  these  things  on  the 
street.  .  .  .  And  stop  grinding  your  teeth, 
Annabelle,  everything’s  going  to  be  fine.” 

If  this  lovely  child  winds  up  with  caps  on 
her  teeth,  it  will  be  my  fault. 

“If  you  did  sleep  with  someone  else  was 
it  a  woman  or  a  man?”  whispers  Jemmy. 

Eliza’s  major  case  in  this  book  centers  on 
a  missing  woman  so  magnetic  that  years 
after  her  disappearance,  her  friends  and 
lovers  are  still  hooked.  With  the  exception 
of  one  cartoonish  psychotic  villain,  the 
minor  characters  that  Eliza  deals  with  along 
the  way  are  so  well  drawn  that  any  of  them 
might  surface  as  a  major  player  in  her  next 
case.  Less  gratifying  is  the  mystery  itself, 
relying  as  it  does  on  a  rush  of  information 
uncovered  quite  late  in  the  game.  This 
throws  the  tempo  of  the  story  off,  although 
it  admittedly  bears  more  resemblance  to  the 
progress  of  real  investigations  than  those 
which  unfold  in  neatly  chaptered  segments. 

Eliza  Pirex  is  a  find  as  well  as  a  finder,  and 
All  the  Muscle  You  Need  is  highly  recom¬ 
mended.  □ 
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Reviewed  by  Diane  Hamer 

ow  in  paperback  is  Susan  Ware’s 
groundbreaking  book,  Partner  and 
/,  a  political  and  personal 
biography  of  Molly  Dewson  and  her  life 
partner,  Polly  Porter.  Groundbreaking 
because  unlike  the  mass  of  recent  biogra¬ 
phies  of  lesbians  in  history,  it  does  not  ig¬ 
nore  the  story  and  significance  of  Dewson’s 
lesbian  life. 

Molly  Dewson’s  most  noted  work  was 
with  Franklin  Roosevelt’s  New  Deal;  she 
headed  the  Women’s  Division  of  the  Demo¬ 
cratic  National  Committee  and  served  on 
the  Board  of  the  two-year-old  Social  Securi¬ 
ty  Administration.  Her  skills  as  an  organizer 
and  leader  had  been  honed  through  involve¬ 
ment  with  local  and  national  women’s  re¬ 
formist  organizations.  In  fact,  Dewson  spent 
the  first  25  years  of  the  20th  century  working 
with  such  institutions.  Ware’s  book  puts  in 
clear  and  proper  perspective  the  contribu¬ 
tions  made  by  such  groups  before  women 
were  able  to  enter  electoral  politics,  and  im¬ 
plicitly  the  contributions  of  the  lesbians  who 
ran  them,  staffed  them,  volunteered  for 
them,  and  were  served  by  them. 

Molly  Dewson  met  Polly  Porter  in  1909 
when  Molly  was  36  and  Polly  26.  Polly  was  a 
social  worker  who  had  begun  working  for 
Molly  at  the  state  parole  board.  They  called 
themselves  the  “Porter-Dewsons”  and  after 
Molly’s  mother  died  in  1912,  “They  were 
finally  free  to  live  together  on  their  own 
terms....  These  were  two  women  in  love.” 
In  total,  their  relationship  lasted  52  years, 
ending  when  Molly  died  in  1962. 


Because  they  lived  together,  there  are  few 
letters  and  little  other  written  documenta¬ 
tion  of  their  relationship.  Instead,  there  are 
more  than  a  dozen  scrapbooks  of  photo¬ 
graphs,  notes,  and  mementoes  that  capture 
their  love,  friendship  circle,  and  life 
together.  The  relationship  did  withstand 
separations  due  to  Molly’s  Washington  life 
and  Polly’s  preference  for  living  in  New 
York  or  Connecticut,  but  Ware  writes, 
“Throughout  her  career,  Molly  Dewson 
had  always  made  professional  decisions 
based  on  how  they  would  affect  her  relation¬ 
ship  with  Polly  Porter....”  The  few  letters 
that  do  exist  were  written  during  these 
separations,  giving  a  glimpse  of  their  affec¬ 
tion  for  each  other.  While  apart  during 
World  War  I,  Polly  wrote  to  Molly,  “...I 
should  be  like  a  ship  without  sails  and  a  pilot 
without  a  north  star  were  [you]  not  part  of 
my  life.” 

Susan  Ware  spends  a  lot  of  time  on  Polly 
in  this  biography;  in  fact,  she  found  it  im¬ 
possible  to  write  about  Molly  without 
writing  about  Polly.  In  one  chapter  devoted 
exclusively  to  Polly,  she  deals  head  on  with 
the  women’s  relationship  in  frank  tone  not 
found  in  similar,  contemporary  biographies 
of  our  foremothers.  She  writes: 

Whether  they  ever  engaged  in  sexual  ac¬ 
tivity  is  impossible  to  determine,  although 
they  always  shared  a  bedroom  wherever 
they  lived  or  traveled....  In  the  end,  of 
course,  what  is  important  is  not  what  they 
did  in  bed,  but  that  they  chose  each  other, 
loved  each  other,  and  expressed  that  love 
through  a  lifetime  of  shared 
partnership....  Such  woman-identified 
loved  shaped  their  lives  until  they  were 
parted  by  Molly  Dewson’s  death  in  1962. 

For  an  honest  look  back  at  the  way  we 
were,  in  both  public  and  private  life,  pick  up 
a  copy  of  Partner  and  I. 

Diane  Hamer  works  at  the  Schlesinger 
Library  at  Radcliffe  College  and  is  a 
freelance  writer. 
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Visitation 

Continued  from  page  7 

stand,  for  they  had  told  him,  taught  him 
from  the  cradle  on.  I  guess  they  didn’t 
reckon  the  world  they  were  sending  him  in¬ 
to  was  different  from  the  world  they  had 
conquered,  a  world  peopled  with  new  and 
hateful  monsters  that  exacted  a  different 
price. 

Jimmy’s  growing  realization  of  the 
changes  wrought  over  time  in  the  nature  of 
oppression  —  specifically  in  the  nature  of 
relations  between  blacks  and  whites  —  is  the 
major  development  of  the  novel,  and  it 
serves  to  knit  the  disparate  elements  of  the 
story  into  a  coherent  moral  statement.  If  the 
problem  of  Horace’s  differences  from  the 
rest  of  his  community  is  never  resolved,  the 
reasons  for  that  lack  of  resolution  do  begin 
to  be  clarified. 

But  there  is  more  to  be  rendered  coherent 
in  this  novel  than  just  the  “message”  it 
presents.  Kenan  is  not  only  writing  of  the 
specific  concerns  of  a  black  gay  man  born  in 
the  1960s,  he  is  also  writing  as  a  conscious 
inheritor  of  the  tradition  of  20th-century 
African-American  fiction.  From  the  ac¬ 
knowledgements  page  on,  A  Visitation  of 
Spirits  manifests  a  debt  to  black  writers  such 
as  Toni  Morrison  and  Alice  Walker,  Ralph 
Ellison  and  James  Baldwin.  Sometimes  the 
references  to  the  work  of  established 
authors  work  well,  as  with  the  relatively 
understated  allusions  to  Baldwin’s  Go  Tell 
It  on  the  Mountain ,  with  its  treatment  of 
family  tension  and  religious  hypocrisy.  Else¬ 
where,  though,  Kenan  seems  to  pay  homage 
to  more  experienced  writers  to  the  detriment 
of  his  own  voice.  In  the  early  section  of  the 
book  entitled  “White  Sorcery,”  for  in¬ 
stance,  Kenan  depicts  Horace’s  mental  col¬ 
lapse  through  his  growing  obsession  with  oc¬ 
cultism  and  Satanic  ritual.  The  terms  of  this 
depiction  seem  to  be  derived  almost  com¬ 
pletely  from  Toni  Morrison’s  powerful 
treatments  of  the  mystical  forces  inherent  in 
black  communal  life,  and  when  applied  in 
Kenan’s  novel  they  seem  forced  and  in¬ 
authentic. 

In  other  places,  too,  Kenan’s  prose  drags, 
interrupting  the  momentum  of  the  story  and 
undermining  its  suspense.  At  one  point,  he 
has  Horace  reminisce  about  his  days  at 
South  York  County  High  School,  remem¬ 
bering  that 

Its  football  teams,  basketball  teams, 
track,  tennis,  and  even  baseball  teams, 
both  junior  varsities  and  varsities,  were 
local  favorites.  Though  the  varsity  men’s 
basketball  had  an  ugly  losing  streak,  the 
junior  varsity  had  been  undefeated  for  six 
years.  .  .and  the  girls’  team  had  won  the 
championship  three  years  in  a  row;  the  last 
few  years  it  had  ranked  in  the  top  twenty, 

and  so  on,  for  another  eight  tedious  lines. 
This  violation  of  the  old  cliched  rule  of  fic¬ 
tion  writing,  “don’t  tell,  show,”  occurs 
more  than  halfway  into  the  novel,  by  which 
time  I  wasn’t  interested  in  such  mundane 
background  information  —  I  wanted  to 
know  what  happened  to  Horace. 

But  this  last  point  is  of  major  significance 

—  I  did  want  to  know  what  happened  to 
Horace.  Kenan’s  treatment  of  the  complex 
interrelation  of  racial  identity  and  sexual 
orientation  gripped  me  in  a  way  that  made 
me  want  to  learn  the  fact  of  the  character 
whose  life,  like  my  own,  is  so  affected  by 
those  factors.  This  first  novel  manifests  a 
number  of  stylistic  and  organizational  flaws 

—  besides  the  heaviness  of  the  prose,  the 
complicated  narrative  structure  is  often 
more  confusing  than  illuminating  —  and  is  a 
bit  slow  to  reveal  its  import.  It  does, 
however,  have  great  import,  in  that  it  treats 
profoundly  difficult  issues  with  care  and 
responsibility.  That  is  a  rare  achievement, 
and  one  that  demands  Randall  Kenan  not  be 
taken  lightly.  □ 

Phil  Harper  is  a  black  gay  man  living  in 
Boston  where  he  teaches  and  works  in  the 
activist  communities. 

Bar  Stories 

Continued  from  page  7 

wrong  to  disavow  “old-style”  butches  and 
femmes,  and  just  as  mistaken  to  cold-shoul¬ 
der  lesbian  mothers.  Donnelly,  however, 
should  know  better  than  to  suggest  that  the 
struggles  for  women’s  and  lesbian/gay 
rights  had  nothing  whatsoever  to  do  with  the 
survival  Babe  trumpets. 

Donnelly  would  probably  be  loathe  to 
claim  common  cause  with  Sonia  Johnson 
(to  whom  the  Alice  Wood  character  bears  a 
certain  autocratic  resemblance)  but  parallels 
exist  between  their  philosophies.  Both  Don¬ 
nelly  and  Johnson  are  not  only  ahistorical  in 
their  prescriptions  for  the  lesbian  communi¬ 
ty,  but  anti-historical.  Just  surviving  doesn’t 


make  you  respectable,  and  really,  was  radi¬ 
cal  lesbian-feminism  ever  a  “respectable” 
option  embraced  by  society? 

Without  our  struggle  for  lesbian  and  gay 
liberation  —  yes,  gentle  reader,  I’m  one  of 
those  dastardly  LFs,  and  I  include  you  as 
well,  as  a  GCN  reader  —  Babe’s  customers 
would  still  be  vulnerable  to  raids  and  arrests, 
loss  of  jobs  and  reputations,  automatic  for¬ 
feit  of  child  custody,  and  psychiatric  in¬ 
carceration,  to  name  just  a  few  delightful 
alternatives  from  the  good  ol’  days  Babe  so 
fondly  remembers.  “Kicking  ass”  in  the 
vague  sense  that  Babe  declaims  (sounding 
suspiciously  like  George  Bush)  didn’t  mean 
much  —  it  usually  meant  kicking  some  other 
dyke’s  ass  in  the  bar.  It’s  when  we  kicked  ass 
together,  as  a  movement,  that  we  achieved 
changes  for  women  and  lesbians.  More  spe¬ 
cifically,  without  20  years  of  the  lesbian  and 
gay  liberation  movement  (and  its  angry 
zealotry),  would  a  mainstream  publisher 
like  St.  Martin’s  have  taken  on  an  unabash¬ 
edly  erotic  lesbian  novel?  And  would  papers 
like  Gay  Community  News  exist  to  review 
it? 

The  single  most  offensive  line  in  The  Bar 
Stories  is  also  part  of  Matty’s  story: 

And  that  night  Matty  heard  stories  [from 
Babe]  that  she’d  never  even  imagined,  of 
women  who’d  risked  everything  to  be  who 
they  were,  who  built  lives  not  so  very  dif¬ 
ferent  from  the  dream  Alice  Wood 
thought  she  had  drafted.  Women  who 
didn’t  march  to  take  back  the  night 
because  it  was  already  their  domain,  [em¬ 
phasis  added] 

So,  those  of  us  who  have  been  harassed, 
beaten,  raped,  mutilated  or  murdered  on  the 
streets  (and  at  home)  at  night  just  weren’t 
butch  enough?  The  underlying  femme-bait¬ 
ing  here  and  the  glib  dismissal  of  violence 
against  women  reek  of  misogyny. 

Donnelly  has  some  talent;  if  she  could  stop 
hacking  away  at  lesbian-feminists,  cultivate 
her  characters  (and  her  conscience),  we 
might  see  a  novel  from  her  after  all.  □ 

Mara  Math  came  out  by  way  of  the  feminist 
movement,  and  is  forever  grateful. 

Lesbian  Passion 

Continued  from  page  9 

fects  of  power,  she  must  not  allow  dif¬ 
ference  to  be  enticing.  Her  feminist  priciples 
prevent  her  from  desiring  to  ravish  the 
other,  as  a  man  would  choose  to  ravish  the 
Other,  woman.  But  she  eventually  admits 
her  desire  for  Claire  and  realizes  that  she 
does  indeed  take  up  the  role  of  the  “ag¬ 
gressor”  in  her  sexual  encounters.  Alma 
comes  to  see  her  role  as  a  bankrupt  imitation 
of  the  masculine  role.  Men  have  the  power 
to  possess  women,  to  take  from  women, 
while  she  lacks  a  right  to  claim  possession. 
Alma  envies  men  and  their  power  over 
women  even  though  men  have  no  claim  to 
her  body  and  do  not  desire  her.  She  cannot 
compete  with  men  and  she  has  no  power 
over  them.  At  the  same  time,  they  have  no 
power  over  her. 

Claire,  the  ultimate  seductress,  can  have 
complete  control  over  her  male  suitors. 
While  sitting  in  the  cafe,  she  can  make  every 
man  desire  her,  and  that  desire  allows  Claire 
to  control  them.  Alma’s  refusal  of  male 
power  casts  her  as  masculine,  while  Claire  is 
able  to  retain  her  femininity  and  still  have  a 
claim  to  power.  Clare  accepts  herself  as  an 
object  of  masculine  desire.  Alma  fears  ob¬ 
jectification  as  a  powerless  state,  while  Clare 
uses  desire  to  control.  Alma  admires 
Claire’s  ability  to  change  her  place  as  object 
of  desire  into  a  position  of  power. 

The  next  step  Alma  takes  in  her  investiga¬ 
tion  of  masculine  and  feminine  roles  is  to 
realize  that  both  positions  are  mere  con¬ 
structions.  This  step  is  actually  a  return  to 
her  earlier  feminist  principles.  If  these  roles 
are  constructed  then  they  can  be  resisted  and 
love  without  role  playing  becomes  a  possi¬ 
bility.  This  return  allows  her  to  posit  her 
ideal  goddess  (or  god)  —  a  totally  an¬ 
drogynous  being,  neither  feminine  nor  mas¬ 
culine.  Alma  describes  two  scenes  which 
take  place  at  a  Masked  Ball.  In  the  first 
scene,  she  watches  two  androgynous  boys 
kissing  in  the  corner.  She  is  envious  of  their 
beauty  and  their  freedom  from  both  femi¬ 
ninity  and  masculinity.  Alma  notes  that  she 
has  trained  herself  to  “play  their  role,  I  try 
to  copy  them.  I  put  on  their  costume.  I  fan¬ 
tasize  being  one  of  them.”  Her  desire  is  to 
join  them  to  take  a  man  as  a  man. 

The  next  scene  occurs  immediately  after 
the  voyeuristic  episode  with  the  two  boys. 
An  androgynous  creature  dressed  as  a  Page¬ 
boy  sits  across  from  Alma.  At  first  glance, 
she  is  not  sure  of  the  gender  of  the  Pageboy; 
however,  the  Pageboy  reveals  herself  to 
Alma  as  a  woman.  Alma  and  the  woman 
leave  the  ball.  Alma  takes  the  woman 
Continued  on  page  13 


PAGE  12  □  OCT.  ?9-N0V.,4,  198?  □  G AX  COMMUNITY.  NEW: 


AFFORDABLE  TYPESETTING 

is  not  a  myth! 

Let  GCN  supply  your  typesetting  needs  . . .  you’ll  be 
supporting  a  good  cause,  and  saving  money  at  the 
same  time.  For  information  call  our  offices  at 
(617)426-4469,  or  call  Wayne  at  (617)353-1925. 


healthy  teeth, 
they’re 
a  team  effort 


Richard  R.  Bankhead,  DDS 
Paul  O.  Groipen,  DDS 
Kirk  S.  Bankhead,  DDS 

1259  Hyde  Park  Ave. 

Hyde  Park,  MA  02136 
(617)  364-5500 

Mon.-Sat.  &  evenings 


LYNNE  S.  BRANDON,  PH.D. 


FINANCIAL  MANAGEMENT 


57  CAMERON  AVE.  •  SOMERVILLE,  MA  02144  •  617-776-5866 


LONG  RANGE  PLANNING,  STATE  CONTRACTING, 
BUDGETING,  STAFF  TRAINING  &  SUPERVISION, 
CONVERSION  TO  COMPUTERIZED  SYSTEMS 


GRAPHIC  DESIGN 
TYPESETTING 
PRINTING 


10  Magazine  Street 
Cambridge,  MA  02139 

(Magazine  and  Green  Streets,  Central  Square) 

| 


,M  "  1 


Adult  Children  Of 
Alcoholics 

have  trouble  trusting  people 
. .  .don’t  believe  stability  and 
happiness  can  last. .  .may  be 
drawn  to  heavy  drinkers. .  .or 
turn  to  alcohol  themselves. 

It’s  time  to  call  for  help. 


South  End 
Counseling 


NEW  GROUPS 
AT  THE  FENWAY 
COMMUNITY 
HEALTH  CENTER 

HIV  COUNSELING  PROGRAM 

•  Stress  Management  for  People 

who  are  HIV  positive  - 
10  week  group 

•  Partners  of  People  who  are  HIV 

positive 

VICTIM  RECOVERY  PROGRAM 

•  Victims  of  Violence  Support 

Group  - 16  week  group 
PARENTING  SERVICE 

•  Lesbian  Couples  Considering 

Parenting 

•  Single  Women  Considering 
*  Parenting 

SUBSTANCE  ABUSE  TREATMENT 
PROGRAM 

•  Adult  Children  of  Alcoholics 

Group  for  Gay  Men 

•  Adult  Children  of  Alcoholics 

Group  for  Lesbians 

•  Early  Sobriety  Skills  Group 
GENERAL  ISSUES 

•  Coming  Out  Groups  for  Gay  Men 

and  Lesbians  - 16  week  group 

•  Smoking  Cessation  Support 

Group 

•  On-going  Therapy  Group  for 

Sexually  Compulsive  Gay  Men 

•  Therapy  Group  for  Gay  Men 

Dealing  with  Intimacy  and 
Self-esteem  Conflicts 

For  more  information  including 
fees  and  registration  call 
Mary  Ellen  Griffin  at  617-267-0900. 

FENWAY 

COMMUNITY  . 

HEALTH 

CENTER  sm 


COMMUNITY 

GUIDE 


ACCOMMODATIONS  COUNSELING 


PRINTING 


OASIS  GUEST  HOUSE 
22  Edgerly  Road 
Boston,  MA  02115 
(617)  267-2262 

ACUPUNCTURE 

JAMES  F.  LEATH,  R.  Ac. 
HARMONY  HOLISTIC 
HEALTH 

669  Somerville  Ave. 
Somerville,  MA 
Porter  Square  T 
(617)  628-9547 

ALCOHOL/DRUG 

TREATMENT 

FENWAY  COMMUNITY 
HEALTH  CENTER 
332  Newbury  St. 

Boston,  MA  02115 
(617)  267-0900 

SPOFFORD  HALL 
Route  9A 

Spofford,  NH  03462 
(603)  363-4545 

AUDITING/TAXES 

LILLIAN  GONZALES 
Certified  Public 
Accountant 
126  State  St. 

Boston,  MA  02109 
(617)  523-1060 

BICYCLES 

FERRIS  WHEELS 
Bicycle  Shop 
64  South  St. 

Jamaica  Plain,  MA 
02130 

(617)  522-7082 

BROADWAY  BICYCLE 
SCHOOL 
351  Broadway, 
Cambridge 
(617)  868-3392 
T,W,F,Sat  10-6  Th  12-8 
Repairs/Parts/Work¬ 
space 

BOOKS 

GLAD  DAY 
BOOKSTORE 
673  Boylston  St. 

Boston,  MA  02108 
(617)  267-3010 

LIBERATION  BOOK 
CLUB 
PO  Box  453 
South  Norwalk,  CT 
06856 

National  gay  &  lesbian 
book  club 

NEW  WORDS 
A  WOMEN’S 
BOOKSTORE 
186  Hampshire  St. 
Cambridge,  MA  02139 
(617)876-5310 

REDBOOK  STORE 
Books  of  Political 
Struggle,  South  Africa, 
Central  America, 

Gay  &  Lesbian  literature 
92  Green  St. 

Jamaica  Plain,  MA 
02130 

(617)  522-1464 

CHIROPRACTORS 

DR.  RITA  L.  FIELD 
HARMONY  HOLISTIC 
HEALTH 

669  Somerville  Ave. 
Somerville,  MA  02143 
(617)  628-9547 

DR.  TIMOTHY  KNIGHT 
1100  Massachusetts 
Ave. 

Arlington,  MA  02174 
(617)  641-2510 

DR.  DAVID  MOULTON 
Suite  333 
45  Newbury  St. 

Boston,  M  A  02116 
(617)  266-8584 

DR.  JONATHAN  STEIN 
375  Harvard  St. 

Brookline,  MA  02146 
(617)  232-7200 

CLEANING  SERVICES 

ARTHUR’S  CLEANING 
SERVICE 
Commercial  & 

Residential 
Boston  and  Suburbia 
Upper  and  Lower 
Cape  Cod 

24  Hour  Beeper  Service 
1-800-202-8629  (10  Min. 
Response) 

Tel.  (508)  295-6340 
Excellent  References 
I  DO  WINDOWS  TOOI 

EARLE  III  INC. 

Building  Maintenance 
General  Cleaning 
Residential  and 
Commercial 
Call  Buddy 
(617)354-1706 

HOUSECLEANING  AT 

ANYTIME 

Fair  rates.  Call  Mark 

(617)  567-6736 

Residential  or 

Commercial 

Windows  Included! 


ANDOVER 
PSYCHOTHERAPY 
Gerald  Matison, 

L. I.C.S.W. 

(508)  475-6950 
Insurance  accepted 

ARADIA  COUNSELING 
FOR  WOMEN 
520  Commonwealth  Ave. 
Kenmore  Square 
Boston,  MA  02115 
(617)  247-4861 

BACK  BAY 
COUNSELING 
DENNIS  IADAROLA 
1368  Beacon  St. 

Suite  109 
Boston,  MA  02146 
(617)  739-7860 

FOCUS  COUNSELING  & 
CONSULTATION  INC. 
186'/2  Hampshire  St. 
Cambridge,  MA  02139 
(617)  876-4488 

STEPHEN 

HARRINGTON, 

M. A. 

6  Bigelow  St. 

Cambridge,  MA  02139 
(617)  491-0968 
Counseling  for  lesbians 
&  gay  men 

individuals  &  couples 

JOURNEYWOMEN 
A  feminist 
psychotherapy 
collective 
240A  Elm  St., 

Davis  Square 
Somerville,  MA  02144 
(617)776-9232 

MAREA  MURRAY, 

LICSW 

Kenmore  Healing  Arts 
(617)  267-6525 
Ind.  counseling,  HIV/ 
AIDS  issues,  gay/les¬ 
bian  sexuality 

SOUTH  END 
COUNSELING 
596  Tremont  St. 

Boston,  MA  02118 
(617)  437-9643 

TAPESTRY,  INC. 

20  Sacramento  St. 
Cambridge,  MA 
(617)661-0248 

WINGS  THERAPY 
COLLECTIVE 
60 14  Sacramento  St. 
Cambridge,  MA  02138 
(617)  876-8438 

DENTISTRY 

DR.  RICHARD 
BANKHEAD 
DR.  PAULGROIPEN 
DR.  KIRK  BANKHEAD 
1259  Hyde  Park  Ave. 
Hyde  Park,  MA  02136 
(617)  364-5500 

JOHN  BARNA 
790  Boylston  St. 

Boston,  MA  02199 
(617)  353-1500 

DOG  TRAINING 

FAMILY  DOG  TRAINING 

CENTER 

Dog  Behavior 

Specialists 

Medford,  MA 

(617)  395-9084 

EATING  DISORDERS 

VALERY  ROCKWELL, 
M.Ed. 

Anorexia,  Bulimia, 
Compulsive  Eating 
Ongoing  group  for 
lesbians  and  bisexual 
women. 

Individual  therapy 
Couple  therapy 
(617)  492-7843 

ELECTROLYSIS 

JUDY  FEINER 

Complimentary 

consultation 

Computer  electrology 

specialist 

Central  Square, 

Cambridge 

(617)  497-2019 

FLORISTS 

REMEMBRANCES 
FLORAL  DESIGN 
12  Mt.  Auburn  St. 
Watertown  Square,  MA 
(617)  926-4289 

HAIR  SALONS 

B.  CUMMINGS 
309  Shawmut  Ave, 
Boston,  MA  02118 
(617)  338-5356 
Wed.-Sat.  10-6 

HEALTH 

BOSTON  HEALTH 
ASSOCIATES 
Holistic  Health  Referral 
Service 

Psychotherapy, 
Bodywork,  Movement, 
Nutrition  and  Spiritual 
Counseling 

(617)  266-8122  M-Th,  12-7 


FENWAY  COMMUNITY 
HEALTH  CENTER 
16  Haviland  St. 

Boston,  MA  02115 
(Medical  Center  and  HIV 
Outpatient  Clinic: 
267-7573)  and 
93  Massachusetts  Ave. 
Boston,  MA  02115 
(Mental  Health, 
Research,  Community 
Services:  267-0900) 

FEMINIST  HEALTH 
CENTER 

OF  PORTSMOUTH 
232  Court  St. 
Portsmouth,  NH  03801 
(603)  436-7588 
STD  clinic  for  men  and 
women 

Mon.  eves.:  free  anon., 
HIV  counseling  & 
testing 

THE  CAMBRIDGE 
HOSPITAL 

MIDWIFERY  SERVICE 
Offering  sensitive  well- 
woman  midwifery  and 
gynecological  care 
1493  Cambridge  St. 
Cambridge,  MA  02139 
Call  (617)  498-1660  for 
appt. 

DR.  DAVID  A.  RUSSELL 
142  Berkeley  St. 
at  Columbus  Ave. 

(617)  247-7555 
A  gay  physician 
specializing  in 
health  care  for  the  gay 
&  lesbian  community 
HOUSEKEEPING 

CLEAN  UP  YOUR  ACT 
Housekeeping  Service 
Weekly,  bi-weekly, 
monthly  and  special 
occasions 
(617)  776-2271 

INFORMATION 

BISEXUAL 
INFORMATION 
SWITCHBOARD 
Local  and  international 
information  on  health, 
bars,  and  events. 

Call  11  PM-2  AM,  (215) 
634-2090 

INSURANCE 

J.J.  BODNER 
INSURANCE 
552  Columbus  Ave. 
Boston,  MA  02118 
(617)  437-9400 
Servicing  all  your 
insurance  needs. 

DAVID  L.  COLLINS,  CLU 
Congress  St. 

PO  Box  1762 
Boston,  MA  02105 
1-800-352-3185 

KUNEVICH  &  LAU 
INSURANCE  AGENCY 
241  Washington  St. 
Brookline,  MA  02146 
(617)731-1015 

NANCY  GREENWOOD 
40  Hampshire  St. 
Lawrence,  MA  01840 
(508)  683-7676 

INTERIOR  DESIGN 

CITY-LINE  DESIGN 
Carpentry,  paint  & 
space  planning.  Small 
jobs  a  specialty. 
(617)491-5567 

LAWYERS 

NATIONAL  LAWYERS 
GUILD 

Lawyers  Referral 
Service 
(617)  227-7008 
M-F  1-5pm. 

MACROBIOTICS 

Wholesome,  well- 
balanced,  delicious 
macrobiotic  meals. 

Also,  special  diets  for 

life-threatening 

illnesses. 

Delivery/references.  Call 
Mary  (617)  277-8087. 

MASSAGE 

MIDTOWN  HEALTH 
CLUB 

Swedish,  Japanese, 
Esalen 

220  Huntington  Ave. 

(617)  262-1000,  X  298, 
M-Sat.,  12-7 

PAINTING 

LORI  EATON 
Interior  Painting 
Quality  work  at 
reasonable  rates. 

Call  for  estimate 
(617)  536-5569 

TERRI  SANDERS 
Specializing  In  the  Fine 
Restoration  of  Older 
Homes 

Interior/Exterior 
Call  (617)661-6089 
for  Estimate 


RED  SUN  PRESS 
94  Green  St. 

Jamaica  Plain,  MA 
02130 

(617)  524-6822 

REAL  ESTATE 

INNOVATIVE  MOVES 
REAL  ESTATE 
Full  Service  Brokerage 
Trisha  Solio,  Barry 
Wing,  Janet  Deegan 
726  Centre  St.  Jamaica 
Plain,  MA  02130 
(617)  522-0020 

RELIGIOUS 

ORGANIZATIONS 

AM  TIKVA 

Boston's  Community  of 
Lesbian  and  Gay  Jews 
PO  Box  11 

Cambridge,  MA  02238 
Events  phone: 

(617)  782-8894 

METROPOLITAN 
COMMUNITY  CHURCH 
OF  BOSTON 
131  Cambridge  St.,  near 
Gov't.  Ctr.,  Sunday 
Worship  7  PM.  Open  to 
all.  A  church  of  the 
Lesbian  and  Gay 
Community,  437-0420 

ST.  PAUL’S  WESTERN 
ORTHODOX  CHURCH 
351  Boylston  St.,  Boston 
(617)  227-5794 
Mass,  every  Sun. 

5:30  PM 

Serving  the  Gay  & 
Lesbian  Community 

UNITARIAN 
UNIVERSALIST 
Congregation  at  the  1st 
Church  of  Roxbury  — 
Sun.  11  AM  Service  — 
(617)445-1277 
at  Center,  Roxbury  & 
Dudley  Sts.,  Roxbury 
Crossing  T  stop 

RESTAURANTS 

DOWNTOWN  CAFE 
12  LaGrange  St. 
in  Downtown  Boston 
(617)  338-7037 

TANNING 

THE  TAN  MAN 
416  West  Broadway 
S.  Boston,  MA 
(617)  268-0866 
plenty  of  free  parking 

TAXES  &  FINANCIAL 
PLANNING 

MARJORIE  E.  POSNER 
Cert.  Financial  Planner 
33  Ashcroft  St. 

Jamaica  Plain,  MA 
02130 

(617)  524-7565 

TRAVEL 

FOREX  TRAVEL 
76  Arlington  St. 

Boston  Park  Plaza 
(617)  482-2900 

T  SHIRTS 

WARREN  DAGLEY 
T  Shirts  and  More 
PO  Box  405 
Rockport,  MA  01966 
(508)  546-7252 

TYPESETTING 

GAY  COMMUNITY 
NEWS  TYPESETTING 
SERVICE 
62  Berkeley  St. 

Boston,  MA  02116 
(617)  426-4469  or 
contact  Wayne: 
(617)353-1925 

UPHOLSTERERS 

SMART  BEAR 
Upholstered  furniture 
repair/restoration 
82  Main  St. 

Gloucester,  Mass. 

(508)  283-7765 

WOMEN’S 

NIGHTCLUBS 

INDIGO  —  A  Club  for 

Women 

823  Main  St. 

Cambridge,  MA  02139 
(617)  497-7200 
Th.  4  PM-2  AM,  F  4  PM-2 
AM,  Sat.  9  PM-2  AM 


A  shrinking  bias  toward 
heterosexuality? 


The  Psychoanalytic  Theory  of 
Male  Homosexuality 

Kenneth  Lewes 

Simon  and  Schuster,  New  York,  1 988 
$19.95  cloth,  301pp. 

Reviewed  by  Donald  Stone 

here  are  two  distinct  sides  to  Lewes’s 
study.  One  summarizes  the  content 
of  those  books  and  articles  that  con¬ 
stitute  the  body  of  psychoanalytic  writings 
about  male  homosexuality.  Here  the  discus¬ 
sion  can  be  highly  technical  and  difficult  for 
the  general  reader  (but  the  detail,  like  the  ac¬ 
companying  bibliography,  will  be  invalu¬ 
able  to  students  of  this  subject).  Fortunate¬ 
ly,  Lewes  couples  that  discussion  with  fre¬ 
quent  summaries  of  the  major  developments 
in  psychoanalysis  from  the  writings  of  Freud 
to  1982,  and  here  the  language  is  not  only 
very  clear,  it  is  also  quite  blunt,  as  the  author 
vents  his  anger  at  the  prejudices  of  the  past. 
Although  they  tend  to  be  only  too  familiar 
(e.g.  homosexuality  is  a  mental  disorder,  but 
it  can  be  “cured”),  Lewes’s  historical  over¬ 
view  takes  pains  to  stress  that  in  the  beginn¬ 
ing  psychoanalytic  thinking  on  male 
homosexuality  avoided  such  notions. 

Like  Freud  himself,  the  earliest  followers 
of  the  master  adopt  a  “genuinely  humane 
and  sympathetic  tone.”  Only  with  the  1930s 
and  1940s  does  the  tide  turn  in  a  direction 
that  insists  on  equating  homosexuality  and 
perversion.  With  that  change,  professional 
writing  indulges  in  a  distinctly  hostile,  con¬ 
descending  attitude  toward  gay  men,  who 
are  now  categorized  again  and  again  as 
unhappy,  unreliable,  supercilious.  The  at¬ 
titude  becomes  so  deeply  entrenched  within 
the  profession  that  when  Kinsey  publishes 
his  Sexual  Behavior  in  the  Human  Male 
(1948),  the  world  of  psychoanalysis  declines 
to  be  swayed  by  his  findings  or  even  to 
recognize  the  usefullnes  of  his  research. 


Lesbian  Passion 
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without  ever  exposing  herself  as  a  woman. 
This  scene  marks  the  perfection  of  Alma’s 
role;  she  has  taken  a  woman  as  a  man.  Alma 
believes  androgyny  is  a  utopic  ground  where 
difference  is  eclipsed.  A  being  is  neither 
masculine,  nor  feminine,  and  a  power  rela¬ 
tionship  can  never  be  inscribed  because  both 
sides  of  the  opposition  are  present  in  one 
person.  However,  her  affair  with  the  Page¬ 
boy  proves  that  even  within  the  androgy¬ 
nous  field,  role  playing  still  exists  and  thus, 
differences  of  masculine  and  feminine  are 
always  present.  Gender  cannot  be  trans¬ 
cended.  This  is  a  primary  source  of  frustra¬ 
tion  for  Alma. 

One  very  important  distinction  not  drawn 
in  the  text  is  the  difference  between  a  lesbian 
and  a  straight  woman.  Alma  writes  of  her 
many  encounters  with  other  lesbians,  yet  she 
cannot  take  Claire.  The  sexual  tension  be¬ 
tween  the  two  women  is  incredibly  strong, 
but  is  never  consummated.  In  all  her  liai¬ 
sons,  Alma  is  searching  for  a  woman  who  is 
her  equal,  a  meeting  which  is  spontaneous 
where  the  roles  are  not  pre-determined. 
Claire  is  the  only  woman  who  challenges 
Alma.  Claire  claims  to  expose  the  myth  of 
men’s  power.  In  her  narratives,  she  reduces 
the  male  suitor  to  a  groveling  slave.  A 
liaison  between  Claire  and  Alma  would  be 
nothing  but  a  battle  for  domination.  Alma 
believed  she  was  searching  for  love.  Yet  she 
t  never  found  the  love  and  equality  she 
dreamed  of  with  any  of  the  women  in  her 
life.  Not  until  she  meets  Claire  does  she 
realize  that  her  “romantic”  dreams  are 
foolish  and  all  along  she  has  been  searching 
for  a  confrontation.  Her  dreams  are 'ful¬ 
filled  by  a  woman  who  is  straight  and,  there¬ 
fore,  unattainable. 

Alma  claims  that  she  is  a  womanlover  and 
her  desire  is  to  also  turn  Claire  into  a 
womanlover.  This  is  a  claim  which  should 
be  disputed.  I  cannot  escape  the  nagging 
question  —  why  is  Alma  a  lesbian?  It  would 
seem  that  she  turned  to  women  as  an  escape 
from  male  power  —  in  other  words,  femi¬ 
nism  is  the  theory,  lesbianism  is  the  practice. 

It  is  not  women  that  she  loves,  but  theory. 
The  portions  written  by  Renate  Stendhal  are 
never  sensuous,  and  never  mention  a  desire 
to  experience  another  woman’s  body. 
Alma’s  principles  dictate  her  passion,  and 
the  body  is  not  at  all  included  in  the  sexual 
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The  1950s  perpetuate  this  perspective 
even  while  introducing  a  school  of  thought 
that  shifts  the  basis  of  homosexuality  away 
from  biology  and  toward  sociological  fac¬ 
tors.  As  one  study  of  the  day  puts  it,  the 
perceived  rise  in  homosexuality  is  “a  symp¬ 
tom  that  the  society  is  not  functioning  prop¬ 
erly.  ’  ’  From  this  notion  it  is  only  a  small  step 
to  the  portrait,  articulated  in  the  1960s,  of 
the  male  homosexual  as  the  product  of  a 
particular  family  situation:  the  dominant 
mother  and  “absent”  father. 

Although  Lewes  includes  in  his  discussion 
the  revolt  that  occured  in  the  1970s 
when  protests  surfaced  against  such  pre¬ 
judicial  judgments  and  the  questionable 
methodology  that  produced  them,  his  over¬ 
all  conclusion  about  the  future  of  his  pro¬ 
fession  remains  guarded.  It  may  be  true  that 
since  1973  the  American  Psychiatric 
Association  no  longer  considers  homosex¬ 
uality  to  be  a  mental  disorder,  but  psychoa¬ 
nalysis  will  fulfill  its  role  only  if  it  practices 
“the  neutral  and  sympathetic  act  of  listen¬ 
ing,”  and  Lewes  knows  how  much  his  nar¬ 
rative  tells  the  story  of  a  very  different  in¬ 
teraction  between  doctor  and  patient.  The 
blatant  march  of  psychoanalysis  toward  em¬ 
bracing  heterosexuality  as  the  “normal” 
state  for  the  species  (even  in  the  face  of  work 
by  Freud  and  Kinsey  to  the  contrary),  its  un¬ 
willingness  to  consider  the  possibility  that 
the  term  “homosexual”  might  encompass  a 
wide  range  of  behavior,  its  capacity  to 
generalize  on  the  basis  of  numerically  in¬ 
significant  samples  —  all  these  features  of 
the  past  history  of  psychoanalytic  theory 
bear  witness  to  its  unscientific  approach  as 
well  as  to  a  striking  collusion  with  the  very 
trends  in  society  it  should  have  been  study¬ 
ing  from  a  detached  distance.  Given  that 
such  flaws  have  appeared,  and  continue  to 
be  repeated  in  the  treatment  of  other 
minorities,  Lewes’s  study  has  lessons  to 
teach  well  beyond  the  psychoanalytic  com¬ 
munity.  □ 


encounter.  This  exposes  physical  relation¬ 
ships  between  women;  they  are  as  suscepti¬ 
ble  to  power  imbalances.  The  physical  at¬ 
traction  between  two  women,  which  is  what 
makes  the  relationship  unique,  is  never 
described.  Thus,  when  Claire  presses  Alma 
to  tell  her  how  a  relationship  between  two 
women  is  liberating,  Alma  has  no  answer 
because  she  favors  cerebral  passion  over 
bodily  pleasure. 

Although  Alma  stops  idealizing  lesbian 
relationships  as  the  buffer  against  male 
power,  she  continues  to  reject  role  playing. 
She  is  seeking  an  equal,  a  lover  who  will  not 
fall  so  easily  into  the  submissive  role.  Alma 
desires  a  battle,  she  wants  a  confrontation 
between  two  powerful  beings. "Yet  this  battle 
for  sexual  supremacy  is  forbidden  by  her 
principles.  Perhaps  this  is  the  reason  she 
turns  to  a  straight  woman,  creating  a  bond 
with  someone  who  does  not  hold  the  pro¬ 
mise  of  a  sexual  encounter. 

Claire  represents  the  femme  fatale,  the 
feminine  woman  at  ease  with  her  sexual 
power,  and  I  think  it  is  significant  that  she  is 
straight.  This  leads  one  to  conclude  that  les¬ 
bians  cannot  be  feminine,  powerful  sexual 
beings.  Only  the  androgynous  Alma  is  an 
aggressive  empowered  lesbian.  The  other 
lesbian  briefly  described  by  Alma  is  referred 
to  as  similar  to  a  man,  or  a  boy  in  disguise. 
The  femme  fatale  has  no  lesbian  counter¬ 
part  in  this  book. 

In  the  end  Alma  has  created  such  a  terrify¬ 
ingly  homogeneous  culture  that  it’s  no  won¬ 
der  she  needs  to  escape  into  the  straight 
world.  And  the  character  of  Alma  presents  a 
bleak  picture  of  lesbian  feminist  relation¬ 
ships  that  never  answers  the  question:  can 
passion  and  pleasure  be  dictated  by  both 
body  and  mind  without  ending  in  celibacy? 
Here’s  my  point  of  contention  with  the 
book  and  its  authors.  Chemin  and  Stendhal 
have  shown  us  that  sex  cannot  be  freed  from 
relationships  of  dominance  and  submission. 
But  instead  of  exploring  the  erotic  possibili¬ 
ties  of  this  understanding,  they  retreat  into  a 
platonic  utopia  where  sex  is  excluded.  A 
platonic  union  with  a  straight  woman  hardly 
seems  like  fantasy  material  for  a  politically 
conscious,  sex-positive  lesbian  feminist. 
Somehow,  I  think  we  deserve  a  bit  more 
from  erotic  literature.  □ 

Sydney  Pokorny  is  a  graduate  student  at 
City  University  of  New  York  and  an  AIDS 
activist. 
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Under  Attack 
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by  denying  funding.  C  A  RASA  states  that 
“the  defunding  tactic  is  based  directly  on 
Roe  v.  Wade.  Because  the  court  ruled  that 
there  is  no  right  to  have  an  abortion,  govern¬ 
ment  has  no  obligation  to  pay  for 
abortions.” 

Women  Under  A  ttack  defines  reproduc¬ 
tive  rights  as  affecting  absolutely  all  women, 
answering  questions  I’ve  had  about  why  les¬ 
bians  are  at  the  vanguard  of  the  abortion 
rights  movement  (despite  the  fact  that  for 
the  most  part  we  only  get  pregnant  by 
choice).  Other  secretly  troubled  dykes  will 
probably  also  appreciate  the  clarity  of 
CARASA  as  this  pamphlet  reminds  us  that 
women’s  choices  about  bearing  children  in 
this  society  are  circumscribed  by  class,  race, 
sexual  preference,  physical  condition,  mari¬ 
tal  status  and  age.  CARASA  states  that  we 
must  move  beyond  fighting  for  reproductive 
rights  to  fighting  for  reproductive  freedom, 
because  the  decision  to  have  or  abort  a  child 
is  based  on  “a  series  of  social  and  economic 
variables  such  as  availability  of  reliable,  safe 
contraception,  access  to  prenatal  care  or 
funded,  safe,  legal,  accessible  abortion, 
jobs,  medical  care,  and  social  services,  like 
childcare,  education  and  housing.” 

As  an  anarchist  who  often  takes  issue  with 
the  way  some  liberal  feminists  lay  out  an  ex¬ 
clusively  legislative  agenda,  I  appreciate 


fight  for  reproductive  freedom  means  a 
fight  for  a  “radical  transformation  of  socie¬ 
ty.”  This  includes  an  analysis  and  offensive 
against  all  forms  of  oppression. 

The  only  real  criticism  I  have  of  Women 
Under  Attack  is  a  small  one.  I  am  not  sure 
who  CARASA  sees  as  their  intended  audi¬ 
ence,  but  if  the  pamphlet  was  written  for 
educated  feminist  activists,  I  find  some  of 
the  historical  information  and  facts  on  birth 
control  rudimentary.  On  the  other  hand,  if 
it  was  written  with  the  intent  of  reaching  a 
wide  spectrum  of  women  in  this  country,  I 
do  not  think  the  language  is  as  accessible 
and  clear  as  it  could  be. 

This  flaw  aside,  Women  Under  Attack 
makes  a  great  contribution  toward  ar¬ 
ticulating  a  crucial  perspective  —  one  cur¬ 
rently  gaining  support  across  an  ever- 
expanding  reproductive  rights  movement. 
This  perspective  is  that  the  pro-choice  con¬ 
tingent  must  work  quickly  and  vehemently 
to  define  itself  as  broad-based  and  active.  It 
must  stop  letting  the  anti-abortionists  define 
the  terms  and  the  tactics.  It  must  struggle  to 
create  a  movement  that  encompasses  the 
concerns  of  people  of  color,  poor  people, 
queers,  radical  feminists,  anarchists  —  and 
all  the  other  dynamic  people  who  keep  giv¬ 
ing  up  their  Saturday  mornings  to  fight  the 
religious  zealots  and  fascists  of  Operation 
Rescue  who  believe  it  is  their  right  and  duty 
to  tell  us  what  to  do  with  our  bodies.  This 
may  indeed  be  the'' issue  around  which  we 
build  a  unified,  yet  diverse  attack  against  the 
Right.  And  there  is  no  better  motivator  than 
a  quick  reading  of  Women  Under  Attack.  □ 

Becky  Conekin  is  an  anarchist  femme  doing 
graduate  work  in  Madison,  Wisconsin. 
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Maupin.  (Cannibalism  occurs  in  More  Tales 
of  the  City,  1980). 

He  has  also  had  trouble  in  film  plans  for 
the  books. 

“There’s  an  old  saying  that  goes, 
‘Hollywood  is  a  town  where  you  can  die  of 
encouragement.’  ’’Two  networks  told  him 
that  they  loved  the  stories  but  “had  a  slight 
problem  with  the  gay  and  lesbian  characters. 


So  I’ve  been  very  nervous  about  losing  the 
rights  and  having  something  horrible  hap¬ 
pen  to  them.”  He  has  been  discussing,  with 
Working  Title,  the  producers  of  My  Beauti¬ 
ful  Laundrette  and  Wish  You  Were  Here, 
the  possibility  of  making  six  two-hour  films 
for  television,  which  would  be  shown  by  the 
BBC  and  could  make  it  to  the  U.S.  via  PBS 
or  cable  TV. 

He  said  one  of  his  major  influences  had 
been  the  writings  of  Jan  Struther,  author  of 
Mrs.  Miniver,  which  also  began  as  a  news¬ 
paper  serial  in  the  London  Times  during  the 
Second  World  War.  “The  movie,  which 
won  an  Oscar,  I  think  is  a  treacly,  awful,  ter¬ 
rible,  super-patriotic  thing,  but  the  actual 
vignettes  she  wrote  are  brilliantly  written 
and  wonderful  little  slices  of  domestic  life. 
When  she  was  writing  the  column,  people 
began  to  take  her  characters  as  completely 
real,  and  started  writing  to  Mrs.  Miniver  at 
the  Times,  ignoring  the  author  altogether. 
She  said  she  felt  rather  like  a  ventriloquist 
whose  dummy  has  struck  up  a  direct  conver¬ 
sation  with  the  audience.  And  I  came  to 
realize  that  sensation  quite  vividly  when  I 
was  writing  Tales  of  the  City  at  the  Chroni¬ 
cle,  because  I  was  simply  the  proprietor  of 
these  characters.  If  people  got  mad  about 
something  that  happened  in  a  story,  they’d 
get  mad  at  me.  For  instance,  in  the  second 
book,  in  1977,  when  Michael  Tolliver  was 
stricken  with  a  possibly  fatal  disease,  not 
AIDS,  the  readers  took  it  so  seriously  that 
they  started  sending  flowers  and  cards,  and 
writing  me  threatening  letters,  which  was 
tough  to  take  at  the  time,  because  there  were 
already  Christians  writing  me  letters.” 

One  audience  member  asked  Maupin  why 
some  of  the  novels  end  in  cliff  hanging 
situations.  “My  storytelling  techniques  are 
completely  cinematic,”  said  Maupin.  “I 
went  to  the  movies  all  the  time  as  a  kid,  I  still 
do.  I  worshipped  Alfred  Hitchcock.  I  think 
there  are  a  lot  of  elements  of  Hitchcock  in 
the  early  books.  I  have  people  ending  up  in  a 
high  place  at  the  end  of  at  least  two, 
ultimately  falling  to  their  deaths.  Churches 
are  used  in  sort  of  grotesque  anti-religious 
ways.  There’s  actually  a  joke  I  put  in  the 
middle  of  Babycakes  where  Michael’s 
reuniting  with  Mona  in  London,  doesn’t  ex¬ 
pect  to  see  her  in  London,  and  she’s  on 
Hampstead  Heath  and  she  has  blond  hair,  is 
in  a  gray  suit,  and  disappears  into  a  black 
car.  You  know,  it  was  my  Vertigo.  Brian 
spies  on  the  person  called  Lady  1 1  across  the 
way,  there’s  a  lot  of  that.  I  came  away  from 
it  as  I  became  more  interested  in  the  charac¬ 
ters  of  the  individual  players.  I  think  I  felt  a 
need  to  get  serious  because  I  knew  I  was  end¬ 
ing  it,  and  they  couldn’t  all  fall  off 
cliffs.”  □ 

Military 
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in  terms  of  “sin,  crime  and  sickness.”  Sar- 
bin  and  Karols  assert  that  shifting  legal 
trends  and  folkways  reflect  a  growing  social 
acceptance  of  homosexuality.  (The  report, 
in  examining  the  phenomenon  of 
homophobia  and  its  impact  of  military 
thinking,  almost  exclusively  deals  with  men 
and  masculinity.  Lesbianism  is  never  direct¬ 
ly  addressed,  although  lesbians  are  included 
in  statistical  portions  of  the  report.)  The 
authors  predict  that  “the  military  services 
will  soon  be  asked  by  the  courts  or  the  Con¬ 
gress  to  reexamine  their  policies  and  prac¬ 
tices  regarding  recruitment  and  retention  of 
men  and  women  whose  sexual  interests 
deviate  from  the  customary.” 

‘Missed  the  target’ 

When  the  draft  report  was  sent  to  the 
DOD  in  December  of  1988,  it  appears  to 
have  caused  a  sensation.  Internal  memoran¬ 
da  between  DOD  and  PERSEREC  reveal  a 
battle  over  the  scope  and  content  of  the 
report,  as  well  as  an  effort  to  tightly  control 
its  release.  In  a  Jan.  18  memo  to  the  head  of 
PERSEREC,  Deputy  Undersecretary  of 
Defense  Craig  Alderman  said  the  report 
“missed  the  target.”  He  said  he  found  the 
study  “technically  flawed,”  to  contain 
“subject  matter  (Judeo-Christian  precepts) 
which  has  no  place  in  a  DOD  publication,  to 
reflect  significant  omissions  with  respect  to 
relevant  court  decisions  concerning  person¬ 
nel  security,  and  to  suggest  a  bias  which  does 
justice  neither  to  PERSEREC  nor  the 
Department.” 

In  his  response  to  Alderman’s  memo, 
PERSEREC  Director  Carson  Eoyang  said 
that  if  the  study  had  found  that  “homosex¬ 
uals  were  demonstrably  unsuitable  and 
unreliable,”  then  the  DOD  would  have  em¬ 
braced  it  and  found  it  “instrumental  in 

Continued  on  page  15 
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defending  and  strengthening  current 
policy.”  Eoyang  added  ‘‘The  underlying 
purpose  for  asking  the  question  should  not 
be  invalidated  because  the  results  turn  out  to 
be  problematic  from  a  policy  perspective.” 

Although  some  advocates  for  lesbian  and 
gay  service  members  had  heard  rumors  about 
the  report,  Pentagon  officials  denied  the  ex¬ 
istence  of  the  study  for  several  months  after 
it  was  written.  Their  first  acknowledgment 
of  it  came  when  they  released  the  cover  page 
of  the  report  in  the  course  of  an  evidentiary 
hearing  in  the  case  of  gay  midshipman 
Joseph  Steffan,  discharged  from  the  Naval 
Academy  for  being  gay  (see  story,  page  6). 
According  to  Lambda  Legal  Defense  and 
Education  Fund,  the  organization  represen¬ 
ting  Steffan  in  his  suit  against  the  Navy,  the 
effort  to  get  the  draft  report  released  was 
then  taken  up  by  Gerry  Studds,  an  openly 
gay  representative  from  Massachusetts. 

After  months  of  trying  to  get  the  Pen¬ 
tagon  to  release  the  report,  Studds,  along 
with  Armed  Services  Committee  member  Pat 
Schroeder  (D-Colo.),  finally  met  with  top 
DOD  officials  and  one  of  the  authors  last 
week.  Equipped  with  a  copy  of  the  report 
himself,  Studds  informed  the  officials  of  his 
intention  to  release  it.  He  did  so  on  Oct.  21 , 
along  with  some  of  the  damaging  internal 
DOD  memoranda. 

“The  report  is  a  genuinely  scholarly  and 
impressive  piece  of  work,”  Studds  told 
GCN.  He  said  “In  a  wonderfully  embarrass¬ 
ing  moment,  the  Pentagon  was  caught  with 
it’s  prejudice  down.”  Saying  that  the  report 
points  to  the  “common  sense  integration” 
of  the  military,  Studds  said  its  findings  sup¬ 
port  the  argument  that  lesbians  and  gay  men 
have  a  “right  to  serve  and  defend  their 
country,”  and  that  it  is  in  the  interest  of  the 
United  States  to  have  them  serve. 

Sue  Hyde,  who  represents  the  National 
Gay  and  Lesbian  Task  Force  on  the  Lesbian 
and  Gay  Military  Freedom  Project,  told 
GCN  she  was  “delighted”  with  the  release 
of  the  report.  She  praised  the  researchers  for 
their  choice  to  define  gay  people  as  a  minori¬ 
ty  group  and  in  their  description  of  the 
“readiness,  willingness,  and  ability  of  gay 
men  and  lesbians  to  serve.”  Hyde  said  she 
was  especially  happy  about  comments  Sar- 
bin  made  to  the  New  York  Times,  in  which 
he  stands  by  the  report  and  says  that  a  subse¬ 
quent,  more  narrow  report  the  Pentagon 
has  asked  him  to  write  will  draw  the  same 
conclusion. 

History  of  dissent  within  the  military 

Hyde  also  pointed  out  that  the 
PERSEREC  report  is  only  the  latest  in  a 
long  series  of  reports  commissioned  by  the 
DOD  itself  that  have  criticized  the  anti-gay 
policy.  Hyde  said  “at  some  point  the  Pen¬ 
tagon  is  going  to  have  to  acknowledge  the 
reality  that  gay  men  and  lesbians  are  serving 
in  the  military;  they  are  serving  with  honors; 
and  they  are  serving  above  and  beyond  the 
call  of  duty.” 

Allan  Berube,  a  gay  historian  whose  for¬ 
thcoming  book  about  gay  men  and  lesbians 
in  World  War  II  includes  a  history  of  the 
military’s  internal  studies  of  homosexuality, 
told  GCN  that  the  report  released  by  Studds 
“has  not  come  to  any  new  conclusions.” 
Berube  said  that  since  the  military  first 
began  to  develop  and  institute  its  anti-gay 
discharge  policy  in  1942,  there  has  been  “a 
long  tradition  of  dissent  and  opposition 
within  the  military.”  He  said  that  between 
the  years  of  1942  and  1957  —  the  years 
covered  in  his  book  —  there  were  “at  least  a 
half  dozen  reports  from  within  the  military 
that  had  some  critical  stance”  on  the  policy. 

These  reports  all  more  or  less  come  to  the 
same  conclusions,  said  Berube:  that  the 
anti-gay  policy  is  not  enforced,  and  it  is  bas¬ 
ed  on  prejudice.  He  said  he  does  not  know 
of  any  report  that  has  actually  supported 
“the  necessity  for  having  an  anti-gay 
policy,”  and  that  all  the  critical  studies  he 
knows  of  have  been,  and  continue  to  be, 
suppressed.  “What  is  different  about  this 
report,”  said  Berube,  “is  that  it  has  been 
made  public,  and  the  condemnation  of  it  by 
Pentagon  officials  has  been  made  public.” 

As  GCN  went  to  press,  members  of  the 
Military  Freedom  Project  (which  was  form¬ 
ed  last  year  in  part  to  work  to  abolish  the 
military’s  anti-gay  policy)  were  meeting  to 
strategize  about  how  best  to  use  the  recent 
report.  Hyde  said  she  hopes  the  House  Arm¬ 
ed  Services  Committee  will  hold  Congres¬ 
sional  hearings  on  the  anti-gay  policy  and 
abolish  it  through  legislative  means.  The  on¬ 
ly  other  bodies  that  could  make  the  military 
change  its  policy  are  the  executive  branch 
and  the  courts,  neither  of  which  are  very 


likely  to  do  so,  said  Hyde.  She  said  action  by 
either  of  these  sources  is  “unlikely,  given 
Hardwick  [the  Supreme  Court  decision  that 
upheld  Georgia’s  sodomy  law}.” 

Hyde  said  the  military’s  exclusion  policy 
was  similar  to  sodomy  laws,  in  that  both  are 
unenforceable,  and  therefore  selectively  en¬ 
forced.  Thus,  they  both  end  up  being  “a 
release  valve  for  vindictiveness.” 

Studds  said  he  would  rather  see  the 
military  act  on  its  own  to  abolish  the  policy. 
“You  don’t  want  Congress  in  on  this  one,” 
Studds  said.  “At  the  moment  this  institu¬ 
tion  doesn’t  have  the  guts  to  deal  with  it,” 
he  added,  referring  to  the  recent  successes  of 
homophobic  legislative  measures. 

“Remember,  the  military  has  been  way 
out  ahead  of  Congress  with  respect  to  the  in¬ 
tegration  of  Black  people  and  women,”  said 
Studds,  explaining  that  racial  integration  in 
the  military  predated  the  Civil  Rights  Act 
and  that  women  have  achieved  “almost  full 
integration”  while  Congress  has  yet  to  pass 
the  Equal  Rights  Amendment. 

“[The  military  is]  capable  of  being  ahead 
of  the  Congress  and  most  of  the  rest  of  the 
institutions  in  the  country  on  this  as  well,” 
Studds  said. 

□  filed  from  Boston 
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campaign  worker. 

Some  Black  church  leaders  have  come  out 
against  Proposition  S.  “Homosexuality  is 
obnoxious  to  God,”  said  the  Rev.  Ranee 
Whiteside,  leader  of  a  coalition  of  local 
Black  churches.  “It  is  an  affront  to  mar¬ 
riage,  and  against  our  belief  in  biblical 
principles.” 

In  general,  opponents  of  S  have  avoided 
any  mention  of  homosexuality,  preferring 
to  dwell  on  and  exaggerate  the  potential 
fiscal  impact  of  the  ordinance.  This  is  clearly 
the  safest  approach,  and  it  may  prove  effec¬ 
tive.  In  the  official  election  information. 
City  Controller  Sam  Yockey  stated  that  S 
“will  not  affect  the  immediate  cost  of 
government,”  but  added  “costs  could  in¬ 
crease  as  a  result  of  subsequent  actions  by  ci¬ 
ty  boards  and  commissions  in  an  amount 
presently  indeterminate  and  possibly 
substantial.”  A  think  tank  hired  by  the 
Archdiocese  of  San  Francisco  claims  that 
.this  could  be  $1  million  per  year.  While  the 
Yes  on  S  campaign  is  doing  its  best  to 
challenge  these  claims  (the  official  slogan  of 
Proposition  S  is  “Sometimes  Being  Fair 
Doesn’t  Cost  You  Anything”),  but  an 
elaborate,  exaggerated  concern  for  the 
potential  costs  of  S  may  serve  as  convenient 
cover  for  many  voters’  homophobia. 

‘Baseball  equals  death’ 

An  attempt  to  link  Proposition  S  with  an 
ordinance  authorizing  a  new,  downtown 
ballpark,  Proposition  P,  has  boomeranged 
to  the  detriment  of  botn.  Millionaire  Bob 
Lurie,  who  is  promoting  the  new  ballpark, 
gave  $5,000  to  the  Yes  on  S  campaign,  and 
Mayor  Art  Agnos,  a  strong  supporter  of 
Proposition  P,  urged  the  gay  community  to 
endorse  the  ballpark  initiative.  In  fact,  ma¬ 
jor  gay  Democratic  clubs  did  eventually  en¬ 
dorse  P,  but  only  after  much  acrimonious 
debate.  In  the  Stonewall  Gay /Lesbian 
Democratic  Club  an  “anti-P”  faction  forc¬ 
ed  out  the  old  leaders  and  reversed  the  en¬ 
dorsement;  the  factions  then  reconciled  and 
re-endorsed  P. 

But,  overall  the  gay  community  has  not 
shown  support  for  Proposition  P.  Radical 
groups  oppose  spending  millions  on  a 
ballpark,  and  community  activists  are  con¬ 
cerned  about  its  impact  on  the  city.  Many 
gay  men  and  lesbians  feel  more  of  a  pull 
towards  these  forces  than  they  do  an  obliga¬ 
tion  to  repay  Agnos  for  past  support,  as 
evidenced  by  the  “Baseball  equals  death” 
banners  in  the  recent  ACT  UP  protest 
march. 

The  Yes  on  S  campaign  has  also  suffered 
from  the  damaging  earthquake.  Along  with 
facing  the  difficulties  in  attempting  to  coor¬ 
dinate  a  political  campaign  during  a  state  of 
emergency,  the  Yes  on  S  campaign  workers 
lost  valuable  time  when  they  pitched  in  after 
the  disaster.  For  Five  days,  they  called  off 
election  activities  in  order  to  raise  money  for 
people  who  suffered  because  of  the  quake. 
Now  the  campaign  is  desperately  short  of 
money,  and  local  funding  sources  have 
dried  up  as  San  Franciscans  are  donating 
what  money  they  have  to  earthquake  relief. 
It  is  likely  that  the  quake  will  contribute  to 
low  voter  turnout,  which  seems  certain.  The 
assortment  of  propositions,  seen  as  a  low 
priority  by  voters,  may  seem  positively 
trivial  in  the  aftermath  of  the  disaster,  and 
some  people  are  assuming,  incorrectly,  that 
Continued  on  page  1 6 
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the  elections  will  be  postponed. 

“Off-year  elections  are  dangerous 
things,”  lamented  supervisor  Harry  Britt. 
“We  can’t  afford  to  lose  this  one.  We’re  the 
bellwether  county  in  the  Bay  Area,  and  if  it 
loses  here,  there’s  no  chance  of  similar  laws 
passing  elsewhere.”  The  Yes  on  S  campaign 
is  working  hard  to  turn  out  votes  by  comb¬ 
ing  areas  where  support  is  already  strong 
and  doing  outreach  to  communities  of  col¬ 
or.  “S  has  been  endorsed  by  every  minority 
Democratic  Club,”  said  Larry  Wong,  head 
of  the  Yes  on  S  minority  outreach  commit¬ 
tee.  “The  Chinese-American,  Filipino- 
American,  Latino,  and  Bay  View/Hunter’s 
Point  [largely  Black  neighborhoods] 
Democratic  Clubs  have  all  come  out  in  favor 
of  S.”  Pamphlets  in  Cantonese  and  Spanish 
are  being  prepared,  but  it  is  uncertain 
whether  there  will  be  enough  money  to  print 
them. 

Yes  on  S  calculates  that  between  30,000 
and  50,000  new  or  “non-regular”  voters  are 
needed  in  order  to  pass  the  ordinance.  Given 
the  lost  time  and  money  due  to  the  quake, 
and  apathy  and  dissension  in  the  lesbian  and 
gay  community,  many  are  frankly 
pessimistic  about  this  key  ordinance’s 
chance  at  the  polls.  □ 

Donations  from  out  of  town  are  urgently 
requested,  and  should  be  sent  to:  Yes  on  S 

—  Domestic  Partnership  Campaign  Com¬ 
mittee,  1586  Market  St.,  San  Francisco, 
CA,  94102. 

Leather 

Continued  from  page  3 

But  what  is  unnatural  is  people  like  [Sen. 
Jesse]  Helms,  [Sen.  William]  Dannemeyer, 
and  Anita  Bryant,  who  oppose  our  diversity 
and  force  sameness  on  us.  They  are  the  real 
perverts.” 

Leather  schisms  and  intolerance  within 
the  gay  and  lesbian  community  was  the  focal 
point  of  the  “Mending  the  Fractures” 
workshop  which  facilitator  Pat  Califia  jok¬ 
ingly  clarified  was  not  an  orthopedic 
workshop.  A  long-time  lesbian  sadomaso- 
chist  activist,  Califia  opened  the  panel  with 
vignettes  of  the  slippery  welcome  mats  she 
initially  encountered  in  the  gay  and  lesbian 
scene.  At  that  time,  she  said,  there  wasn’t 
any  organized  lesbian  SM  community,  so 
she  went  into  the  leather  boys’  bars.  Califia 
said  she  was  constantly  stopped  at  the  door 
and  given  explanations  like  “you  can’t  come 
in  because  we  don’t  allow  open-toed  shoes” 

—  even  though  she  was  wearing  combat 
boots.  Califia  added  that  once  she  did  con¬ 
nect  with  supportive  leathermen  and  en¬ 
couraged  them  to  do  training  at  Samois,  a 
lesbian  feminist  SM  club,  many  lesbians 
didn’t  want  the  boys  to  come  in. 

Another  panelist,  artist/activist  Lamar 
Van  Dyke,  humorously  laid  out  a  clash  of  a 
different  sort  as  she  wove  tales  of  Seattle, 
Washington,  leather  motorcycle  dykes  who 
kept  sashaying  into  local  drag  bars  and 
“scaring  the  daylights  out  of  the  drag 
queens,  that  is,  until  the  queens  started 
showing  up  in  leather,  chains  and  spiked 
heels,”  she  chuckled.  On  a  more  serious  note, 
Van  Dyke  recounted  the  sexism  that  Seattle 
leather  lesbians  confronted  when,  as  they 
complained  about  lesbians  being  given  in¬ 
ferior  dungeon  space,  they  were  labeled  as 
trouble  makers. 

Barry  Douglas  of  Gay  SM  Activists  of 
NY,  who  fought  the  closing  of  the  SM  bar 
the  Mineshaft,  implored  the  leather  com¬ 
munity  to  unite  with  women  and  people  of 
color  against  common  oppressions;  he  ad¬ 
vocated  for  the  rights  of  people  with  AIDS 
and  encouraged  everyone  to  fight  for 
women’s  abortion  rights.  “The  government 
must  stay  out  of  our  insides  .  .  .  because, 
when  they  go  after  women,  they  weaken  our 
movement,”  he  said. 

National  talent  sprawled  across  the  ex¬ 
hibition  room  all  weekend.  A  fashion  show 
featured  hot  looking  models  trussed  up  in 
full  face  masks,  with  leather  stretched  tautly 
over  every  inch  of  their  muscular  bodies, 
and  there  were  some  rather  unusual 
demonstrations  like  one  called  “Shocking 
Secrets.”  Most  mesmerizing,  however,  was 
the  “Under  Wraps”  demonstration  which 
loomed  like  gallows  over  the  entire  exhibi¬ 
tion  hall.  At  each  passing,  it  was  like  walk¬ 
ing  by  the  progressing  set  of  The  Attack  of 
the  Killer  Spiders,  as  gay  men,  hour  by  hour, 
were  cocooned  into  mylar  and  ropes  which 
demonstrated  mummification  and  high  tech 
bondage. 

‘Tops  are  terrible  mind  readers’ 

In  the  novices  workshop,  seasoned  tops 
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and  bottoms  plaited  safe  sex  and  gender 
diversity  with  hot  spontaneous  scene 
negotiations.  “SM  is  symphonic  .  .  .  like 
notes  on  a  scale  .  .  .  whether  you  are  a  top 
or  a  bottom  you  are  a  co-conductor  of  an 
erotic  team,”  said  Guy  Baldwin.  He  chastis¬ 
ed  bottoms  who  are  reticent  to  communicate 
their  needs.  “You  must  understand 
something  .  .  .  tops  are  terrible  mind 
readers,”  he  quipped. 

Cherie  Matisse,  Ms.  NLA  1988,  for  whom 
“ethical  behavior  is  crucial,”  emphasized 
the  importance  of  responsibility. “When  I 
came  out,  we  were  like  flies,  flying  into  win¬ 
dows  .  .  .  splat.  No  safe  sex.  I  can’t  stress 
safety  enough.  Condoms,  latex  barriers,” 
she  said.  “Women,  if  you  fist,  use  gloves. 
And  for  either  sex,  whether  you  are  a  top  or 
a  bottom,  take  responsibility  for  yourself. 
Showing  respect  and  esteem  for  each  other  is 
essential.  Communication  is  key.” 

During  the  Collegio  di  Sangue  (the 
bloodsports/cuttings  panel),  veteran 
bloodsports  practitioners  waxed  philosoph¬ 
ical  about  numerous  co-gender  questions. 
Some  panelists  stated  that  SM  can  cut  across 
sexual  lines  which  explains  the  phenomena 
of  gay  men  and  lesbians  “playing”  together. 
Some  panelists  also  said  that  particular 
bloodsports  which  are  not  genitally  based, 
such  as  cutting,  are  even  more  likely  to  cross 
gender  lines. 

John  Vorhies,  a  gay  PWA  asserted  that, 
since  coming  out  into  SM  and  subsequently 
bloodsports,  he’s  not  only  bonded  more 
closely  to  lesbians  but  now  plays  with  them. 
At  different  points,  sticky  yet  friendly 
repartees  erupted  between  the  panelists.  Are 
SM  lesbians  into  bloodsports  more  than  SM 
gay  men?  Is  it  true  that  SM  dykes  play 
rougher  than  gay  men?  And  if  it  is  true  that 
gay  leathermen  have  stronger  ties  to  bon¬ 
dage,  branding  and  mummification  than  do 
lesbians,  are  gay  men  now  moving  into  the 
realm  of  more  bloodsports  through  their  in¬ 
creasing  exposure  to  lesbian  bloodsport 
advocates? 

Vorhies  and  a  woman  who  identified 
herself  as  a  lesbian  PWA  later  discussed  the 
biases  they  confront  due  to  what  the  lesbian 
called  the  “vacuum  of  ignorance  around  the 
virus.”  (The  entire  panel,  which  had  at  least 
one  self-identified  lesbian  vampiress,  con¬ 
sistently  oozed  with  childhood  tales  of  vam¬ 
pirism.) 

‘We  need  a  pro-sex  lobby’ 

The  batttle  against  censorship 
predominated  the  “Erotic  Literature,  Por¬ 
nography  &  Conservative  Courts” 
workshop.  “Intimidation  is  working  all 
over  the  country,  due  to  local  prosecutors 
raiding  distributors.  There  is  more  self¬ 
policing.  People  are  afraid,”  said 
Desmodus  publisher  Tony  DeBlase,  also 
known  as  Fledermaus. 

There  was  unanimous  panel  agreement 
that  publishers  are  now  in  a  contracting 
stage,  unable  to  take  the  creative  risks  they 
used  to  while  government  prosecutors  are 
now  experimenting  with  what  they  can  get 
away  with.  “When  gay  material  was  being 
prosecuted  it  was  gay  people  who  changed 
gayness  from  a  moral  issue  to  a  civil  rights 
issue  and  moved  our  sexual  preferences 
away  from  an  illness  model  to  a  civil  rights 
movel  ...  it  is  a  reason  gays  and  lesbians 
have  made  so  much  progress,”  said  audi¬ 
ence  member  and  civil  rights  lobbyist,  Marla 
Randolph  Stevens.  “We  need  to  get  SM  out 
of  the  mental  illness  arena  and  into  a  civil 
rights  struggle  where  it  belongs,”  she  said. 

Gayle  Rubin,  another  audience  partici¬ 
pant,  laid  out  the  broader  front  facing  the 
leather  community.  “The  campaign  against 
the  erotic  is  organized  and  specific.  The 
Meese  Commission  was  preceded  by  think 
tanks.  Before  Meese  there  were  only  16 
pornography  specialists.  After  Meese  there 
were  over  3CX)/  Meese  set  the  machinery  in 
motion;  now  ,we  have  antiporn  judges,  the 
National  Endowment  for  the  Arts,  types 
like  Jesse  Helms  ....  We,  like  them,  can 
and  must  organize  our  constituency  and 
pressure  the  political  process  to  back  off 
porn.  We  need  a  pro-sex  lobby,”  she  con¬ 
cluded. 

Living  in  Leather  IV  concluded  with  an 
AIDS  memorial.  According  to  the  informa¬ 
tional  packet  it  was  a  time  “where  we  will 
once  more  read  the  names  of  our  dead 
brothers  and  sisters  .  i  .  and  remember 
those  of  our  family  who  have  died.” 

At  the  beginning  of  the  weekend,  62-year- 
old  gay  NLA  leatherman  Ed  Walls  summed 
up  his  sentiments:  “There  are  all  sorts  of 
people  here  .  .  .  there  is  not  an  enemy 
among  us  .  .  .  leather  is  our  common 
bond,”  Walls  told  GCN.  “Wouldn’t  it  be 
great  if  everyone  wore  leather?  Then  we 
wouldn’t  have  the  foggiest  idea  who  to  hate, 
now  would  we!”  □ 
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Replies  to  GCN  Boxes  should  be  addressed  to  GCN  Box 
#  ,  Gay  Community  News,  62  Berkeley  St.,  Boston,  MA 
02116.  This  applies  to  GCN  Boxes  only,  not  to  P.O. 
Boxes.  Mail  may  be  addresses  to  GCN  Boxes  for  four 
weeks  after  the  issue  in  which  it  appears. _ 

Prof,  lady  of  substance  seeks  romantic,  expressive,  af¬ 
fectionate,  playful,  prof,  lady  30-plus  for  life  partner. 
Unique  responses  to  Box  285,  Dennisport,  Mass.  02639. 
_ (16) 

YOU  CRUISED  MY  LOVER 

You  followed  us  from  the  card  shop  to  the  yuppie 
gadget  store  and  asked  my  nervous  lover  for  a  date. 
You:  tall,  red  hair  and  beard,  well-hung  (if  my  lover’s 
frottage  report  is  accurate)  and  obviously  bold  as  brass. 
Who  are  you?  GCN  Box  358 _ (L7) 

FUCK  BUDDY/IES  WANTED 

28  year  old  big,  burly,  bearded  grizzly  looking  for  other 
bears  to  maul  me!  Skinny  little  Buddies  regulars  (and 
those  who  like  them)  need  not  apply.  Facial/body  hair, 
brains,  large  endowment  (but  I’m  no  size  queen)  a  plus! 
Send  sleazy  response  to  GCN  Box  372.  Photos  answered 
first, _ (17) 

INTERTWINE 

I’m  looking  for  a  hot  woman  with  a  good  sense  of 
humor.  Let  me  unleash  my  passions  on  you  as  I  caress 
your  strong,  smooth  body  and  play  with  your  sensa- 
tions,  GCN  Box  373! _ (17) 

PERSONAL  HEAT 

Looking  for  that  steamy  afternoon  or  lust-filled  night? 
Do  you  like  sex  toys,  dirty  talk  or  a  quiet  afternoon  on 
the  beach?  Start  with  a  GCN  personal  and  realize  all  of 
your  fantasies. _ 

SHIT  HOWDY! 

Wouldn’t  it  be  great  if  we  could  be  in  “the  position” 
forever? _ (16) 

LIFE'S  A  BEACH 

S:  Do  you  feel  like  a  romantic,  hand-in-hand  stroll  along 
the  New  England  shore  in  autumn,  a  quick,  warming 
kiss  stolen  at  just  the  right  moment  to  warm  the  cockles 
of  your  heart  and  the  hardies  of  your  cock?  If  so,  you 
better  call  somebody  else  because  I  hate  the  cold 
weather.  C. _ (16) 

LOOKING 

for  that  special  someone?  Or  maybe  more  than  one?  Try 
an  ad  in  GCN  today. _ 

GCN’s  circulation  department  is  looking  for  a  volunteer 
to  help  set  up  the  Friday  evening  mailing  party.  Learn 
about  the  exciting  world  of  newspaper  circulations  and 
meet  the  fabulous  Friday  staff  and  volunteers.  Please 
call  Jennie  at  GCN,  426-4469. 


WANTED 


EXPERIENCED  HOUSECLEANER 

After  a  long  day  at  work,  come  home  to  a  clean  house. 
Call  Judy  at  623-0266.  References  available.  Cambridge 
and  Somerville  areas. _ (19) 

RITE-WAY  CLEANING 

Just  let  me  do  it!  Residential  and  commercial.  266-4099. 
9am-Noon,  or  after  6pm, _ (20) 

DO  YOU  NEED  A  TYPESETTER! 

Freelance  typesetter  available  full  or  part-time  to  work 
on  Compugraphic  MCS  (Power  Page)  system.  Available 
weekends,  some  evenings.  Call  Ann  at  491-2653.  Leave 
message. _ (17) 

PRESCRIPTION  REBATES 

sizable  rebates  to  customer  from  mail  order  pharmacy 
for  private  prescription  medications  covered  by  private 
insurance.  For  more  information,  call  Don  (212) 
362-9769. _ (18) 

ARE  YOU  IN  A  RELATIONSHIP  NOT  RECOGNIZED  BY 
LAW! 

The  Last  Will  and  Testament  and  Durable  Power  of  At¬ 
torney  are  legal  tools  you  can  use  to  protect  yourself  and 
your  loved  ones.  Our  complete,  inexpensive  and  easy  to 
use  services  will  allow  you  to  legally  designate  the  per¬ 
son^)  you  entrust  to  administer  your  wishes  upon 
disablement  or  death.  For  a  FREE  brochure  call  now 
1  -800-669-0280; _ (18) 


No.  Mass  &  So.  NH 
Gay  Counseling 
Services 


Gerald  Matison,  L.I.C.S.  W. 

Andover  Psychotherapy 
10  High  Street 
Andover,  MA  01810 
(508)  475-6950 
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NNOUNCEMENTS 

HUGE  MOVING  SALE 

Saturday,  10/28,  104pm.  163  Charles  St.  E.  Cambridge.  3 
blks  fr  Lechemere.  Good  gay  books,  etc.  No  early  birds, 
please. _ _ 

BATTERED  LESBIANS 

Free  on-going  support  group  for  women  currently  or  formerly 
experiencing  physical,  emotional  or  sexual  abuse  by  a  woman 
partner.  Call  HAWC  at  508-744-6841  for  info  and  support. 

_ & 


GENERAL 

DENTISTRY 

JOHN  C.  BARNA,  dmd 

NEW  LOCATION: 

581  BOYLSTON  STREET 
4th  FLOOR 

BOSTON,  MASS.  02116 
(617)  353-1500 


Gay  Community  News  classifieds 


My  heading  is 


FLAMER! 

Max.  20  characters 

BOLD 

Max.  30  characters 


My  text  is:  (each  box  is  for  one  word) 


Need  more  room!  Just  keep  writing  on  a  separate  sheet  of  paper  at  a  cost  of  254  per  word  (35c  per  word  for  business  ads) 

Basic  cost. 

□  iNon-business:  $6  for  1st  25  words;  25<t 
for 'each  additional  word. 

□  Business:  $8  for  1st  25  words;  35<t  for 
each  additional  word. 

$ _ per  ad  x _ number  of  runs  $ 

Special  heading 

□  Flamer  ($3.00  x . 

□  Bold  ($1 .50  x . 


My  category  is: 

□  PERSONALS  □  ANNOUNCEMENTS  □  HELP  WANTED 

□  ROOMMATE  WANTED  □  HOUSING  WANTED 

[J  APARTMENTS  □  SUMMER  RENTALS  □  RESORTS 

□  FOR  SALE  □  PUBLICATIONS  □  ORGANIZATIONS 

□  SERVICES  □  RIDES  □  MOVERS  □  OTHER 


_ number  of  runs)  $_ 

.  number  of  runs)  $. 

Total  cost  before  discounts  (add)  $ 

Discounts 

□  10-20  consecutive  weeks.  Deduct  10%  $. 

□  21-30  consecutive  weeks.  Deduct  15%  $_ 

□  31  +  consecutive  weeks.  Deduct  20%  $ 

□  I’m  going  to  subscribe  now.  Deduct  $2  $  _ 

Subtotal  $  . 

$_ 

$. 


Box  service 

□  Pick-up  box.  $4  for  6  weeks 

□  Forwarding  box.  $6  for  6  weeks 

Subscriptions 

□  I  want  to  subscribe! 

US:  $33  .  Institutional  rate:  $40. 

Display  Boxed  Classifieds 

□$15  per  column  inch 
_ inches  x  $  1 5 


•Deadline:  Tuesday  12  noon  for  each 
Friday's  edition. 

•All  ads  must  be  prepaid. 

•No  ads  accepted  over  telephone. 
•Clip,  and  return  this  form  to: 
GCN  Classifieds 
62  Berkeley  St. 

Boston,  MA  02116 


Name 

Address . 

City  _ 

State _ 


Zip 


Phone  (_ 


Total  $ 


Staff  of  18 
next  to  T 
&  bus  depot 
sliding  scale/ins. 


520  Comm.  Ave. 
Kenmore  Sq. 
247-4861 


COUNSELING 

FOR  WOMEN  BY  WOMEN 


BACK  BAY  COUNSELING  SERVICES 

DENNIS  IADAROLA 

Serving  the  Community  Since  1974 
Insurance  Accepted 

739-7860 


PERSONAL  HEALTH 

•General  Medical  Care  »Sports  Medicine 
•Diagnosis  and  Treatment  of  Disease 
Private  Medical  Office  ■  Confidential 

ROBERT  TAYLOR,  MD 
1755  Beacon  Street,  Brookline  232-1459 


H 


f  IP  W  A  N  T  F  n 

PART  TIME  WORK 

GCN  staff  member  seeks  10-15  hours  of  work  per  week. 
Need  some  extra  help  around  the  office?  I  can  work 
Saturdays,  some  mornings  or  evenings.  Contact 
Margaret  at  426-4469. _ 

JOIN  THE  GE  BOYCOTT 

INFACT,  the  group  that  organized  the  first  Nestle 
Boycott,  has  now  targetted  General  Electric  for  their 
leading  role  in  the  nuclear  weapons  business,  and  the 
resultant  radioactive  and  toxic  waste.  Seeking  develop¬ 
ment  administrator  for  national  headquarters  in  Boston. 
Great  opportunity  to  learn  about  fundraising  behind  the 
scenes  with  a  dynamic,  growing  national  and  interna¬ 
tional  campaign.  Contact  Nancy  Cole,  INFACT,  256 
Hanover  St.,  Boston,  MA  02113  (617)  742-4583  ASAP!. 
_ (17) 

WOMEN’S  DAY  SHELTER 

needs  ADMINISTRATIVE  COORDINATOR  to  run 
office,  do  bookkeeping,  keep  us  organized.  Some  com¬ 
puter  skills.  KITCHEN  RESOURCE  COORDINATOR 
to  organize  kitchen  and  supplies,  work  with  homeless 
women.  23K  plus  benefits,  experience  required.  Send 
resume  and  statement  of  interest  to:  Women’s  Lunch 
Place,  67  Newbury  St.,  Boston,  MA02116.  EOE.  (16) 
ACT  IN  TV  COMMERCIALS 

High  pay.  No  experience... All  ages,  kids,  teens,  young 
adults,  families,  mature  people,  animals,  etc.  Call  now! 
Charm  Studios  (313)  542-8400. _ (20) 

LIVE-IN  OR  PART-TIME 

Personal  care  attendants  to  assist  female  professional 
disabled  activist  and  friendly  cat  named  Beaver.  No  ex¬ 
perience  necessary  but  must  have  a  driver’s  license  and 
be  responsible,  mature  and  energetic.  Live-in  gets  free 
rent  plus  $215/wk.  Weekdays  5-10pm  $177/wk. 
Weekends  $180.  Call  731-6228. _ (38) 

NEED  HELP? 

Find  the  help  you  need  by  placing  a  Help  Wanted  ad  in 
GCN.  Reach  the  thousands  of  people  who  read  GCN 
each  week. 


seeks 

Self- 


EXPFRIENCED 
PRESS  OPERATOR 
2-COLOR  STRIPPER 
BUSINESS  MANAGER 
CUSTOMER  SERVICE 
PERSON 

Printing  collective 
new  members, 
managed  union  shop,  part 
of  the  movement  for 
political,  social  and 
economic  change  for  15 
years.  Minimum  two  years 
experience  necessary. 
People  of  color  and  women 
are  encouraged  to  apply. 

RED  SUN  PRESS 

94  Green  Street 
Jamaica  Plain,  MA  02130 

(61 7)  524-6822 
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OOMMATE  WANTED 


BOSTON  SUBLET 

Attractive  and  comfortable  Allston  apartment,  conve¬ 
nient  to  Cambridge.  Share  with  my  roommate  who  is 
here  3  days/week,  it’s  all  yours  the  rest  of  the  week  and 
weekend.  Dec.  or  Jan.  thru  Mar.  or  April  —  my  plans 
are  flexible,  so  let’s  talk.  $380  plus  Vi  utils.  Lynn 
254-6807. _ (17) 

SOMERVILLE 

Prof  LF  seeks  1  roommate  to  share  beaut  2  bdrm  5  rm 
apt.  Davis  T.  Hrdwd  firs.  Quiet  St.  avail  11/15. 
Nonsmoker,  no  pets,  $3S0-plus  util.  628-5751 . _ (17) 

Two  women  seek  third  for  spacious,  sunny,  three 
bedroom  apartment  in  Belmont.  Near  Harvard  Square. 
On  T  line.  $350-plus.  No  smoking  or  pets.  498-4746.  (17) 

TEALE  SQ.,  SOMERVILLE 

Seek  LF  28-plus  for  sunny  spacious  5  rm  apt.  No  drugs, 
alcohol  or  pets.  $250.00  month  plus  util  and  deposit. 
Call  628-3216  or  days  (leave  message) _ (17) 

Bedford  Bi  Female  30-plus  seeks  2  roommates  to  share 
house  on  4  acres.  Firelace  in  each  room.  $500-plus. 
275-1799. _ (17) 

JAMAICA  PLAIN 

Spacious,  on  BR  with  LR,  kitchen.  Five  minute  walk  to 
Arnold  Arboretum.  $450/monlh  plus  utilities.  Call 
983-5196.  06) 


FENWAY 
COMMUNITY 
HEALTH  CENTER 

♦Progressive,  Dynamic 
Environment 

♦Competitive  Salaries  and 
Excellent  Benefits 
♦Innovative  HIV  Education  and 
Treatment  Programs 
Fenway  Community  Health  Center 
provides  a  broad  range  of  medical 
and  mental  health  services  to 
residents  of  the  Fenway  and 
Metropolitan  Boston,  and  to 
members  of  the  New  England  gay 
and  lesbian  community. 
Fenway  Community  Health  Center 
is  an  Equal  Opportunity  Employer. 
People  of  Color  encouraged  to 
apply. 

PRIMARY  CARE  PHYSICIANS 

Full  time  positions  available  for  BC/BE  in¬ 
ternists  or  family  physicians  in  communi¬ 
ty  health  center  specializing  in  gay  and 
lesbian  health.  Must  have  special  interests 
in  HIV,  primary  care,  and  women's 
health.  Involves  working  with  nurse  prac¬ 
titioners  and  physician  assistants,  and 
may  involve  consultation  and  HIV  educa¬ 
tion  to  other  community  health  providers. 

COORDINATOR  OF  HIV  DRUG 
REIMBURSEMENT  PROGRAM 

Full  time  position  for  experienced 
manager  to  coordinate  federally  funded 
HIV  Drug  Reimbursement  Program.  In¬ 
volves  determining  applicant  eligibility, 
assisting  clients  with  application  process, 
ensuring  prompt  processing  of  applica¬ 
tions  and  timely  reimbursement  of  drug 
costs,  supervising  bookkeeper,  par¬ 
ticipating  in  marketing  of  program 
statewide,  monitoring  compliance  with 
federal  and  state  regulations.  Will  be  bas¬ 
ed  at  Community  Research  Initiative  of 
New  England. 

CONTACTS  MANAGER/ 
BUSINESS  ASSISTANT 

Full  time  position  to  provide  financial 
management  of  city,  state  and  federal 
contracts,  and  to  assist  with  other 
business  office  functions.  Includes  fiscal 
compliance  monitoring,  contract  invoic¬ 
ing,  tracking  and  reporting  of  contract  ex¬ 
penditures. 

CASE  MANAGER/HEALTH 
CARE  FINANCE 

Full  time  position  to  work  primarily  with 
HIV-infected  patients.  Includes  benefits 
advocacy,  coordinator  of  services,  data 
collection.  Will  be  part  of  team  working 
to  develop  coordinated  case  manage¬ 
ment  system  with  other  service  providers 
under  federally  funded  Metropolitan  Area 
HIV  Service  Project. 

ADMINISTRATIVE  ASSITANT 

Full  time  position  for  organized,  efficient, 
motivated  individually  with  word  pro¬ 
cessing,  typing,  telephone  and  reception 
skills. 

ALTERNATIVE  INSEMINATION 
PROGRAM  ASSISTANT 

Program  is  expanding  to  serve  the  needs 
of  lesbians  and  single  women  who 
choose  parenting  through  alternative  in¬ 
semination.  Half  time  position  (20  hours) 
available  for  individual  with  good  com¬ 
munication  and  organizing  skills.  Respon¬ 
sibilities  include  direct  client  contact, 
support  group  facilitation,  data  collec¬ 
tion,  ordering  and  receiving  inventory. 
Some  evening  hours  required.  Health 
education  or  counseling  experience 
helpful. 

Send  resumes  to:  Personnel, 
Fenway  Community  Health  Center, 
16  Haviland  Street,  Boston,  MA 
02115 
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OOMMATE  WANTED 


ALLSTON  HOUSEHOLD 

5  LFs  looking  for  6th  to  share  large  3  floor  house.  Semi¬ 
coop.  Near  T  and  bus  route.  $230-plus.  Available  im- 
mediately.  254-0448 _ (18) 

SOMERVILLE — Davis  Sq.  LF  (26  plus)  to  share  large  2 
bdrm  close  to  red  line  &  bus.  No  pets,  cigs,  drugs. 
Available  now.  $375  plus.  Call  623-7415  before  10pm. 
_ (16) 

Cambridge/Somerville— One  minute  to  ‘T’,  stores.  15 

min.  walk  to  Harvard.  2  amusing,  friendly,  LFs  seek 

responsible,  neat,  LF  for  nice  apt.,  quiet  st.  No  smok- 
ing,  no  pets.  $359  plus.  776-6158. _  (16) 
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OOMMATE  WANTED 


TRY  GCN’S 
GUARANTEED 
ROOMMATE 

AD 

□ 

GCN’s  “Guaranteed 
Roommate”  offer: 

ALL  ROOMMATE  AND 
HOUSEMATE  ADS  THAT 
ARE  PREPAID  FOR  TWO 
WEEKS  WE  WILL  RUN 
UNTIL  YOU  FIND  A 
ROOMMATE 
□ 

Ads  will  not  be  automatically 
renewed.  You  must  call  in  every 
additional  week  you  want  the  ad 
to  run.  Phone  calls  will  be 
accepted  all  day  Mondays  and 
Tuesdays  until  noon.  426-4469. 
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PARTMENTS 

LYNN/SWAMPSCOTT  UNE 

4  room  (1  BR)  apt.  near  beach.  Two  blocks  to  train  to  North 
Station.  Nice  yard,  off  street  parking.  $650  includes  all 
utilities.  (508)  744-0959. _ (17) 

Sunny,  quiet,  large,  3  room,  semi  rural  10  minutes  from  Red 
Line  (Braintree)  avail  Nov.  1.  $550  includes  electricity. 
767-9224. _ 0?) 

Boston,  South.  2  Bedroom  in  brownstone  on  tree-lined  street. 
Walk  to  beach,  great  neighborhood,  lots  of  light,  free  laundry. 
Owner  occupied,  no  fees.  Pets  ok.  Available  Dec.  1.  $800 
plus.  269-3954. _ (16) 

Boston,  South.  2-3  bedroom  triplex  in  brownstone  on  tree- 
lined  street.  Walk  to  beach.  Great  neighborhood,  owner  oc¬ 
cupied.  3  full  baths,  jacuzzi,  gourmet  kitchen,  private  garden, 
free  laundry.  Outstanding  home.  Pets  ok.  No  fees.  Available 
Dec.  1.  $1500  plus.  269-3954. _ (16) 

SHORT  TERM/PART  TIME 

Need  a  flexible  situation?  GF  37  offers  apt  to  mature,  quiet 
GF/M,  Harvard  medical  area.  Close  to  trains.  Please  call 
442-4693  or  leave  message. _ (c) 
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OUSING  WANTED 

$500  REWARD 

GCN  writer  seeks  one  bdrm  apt  in  Cambridge/Somerville  are. 
$500  or  less  (please  don’t  laugh).  $500  reward  for  rent  control. 
Call  Liz  625-4277, _  (c) 


O  R 


SALE 
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CLASSIFIEDS 


G' 


C  N  SPECIALS 


CHEAP  SHARE  ARTIST’S  workspace,  Rockaway 
(NYC),  Oceanfront,  2  blks  subway,  sunny,  spiral  stair, 
huge  bdrm,  lvg.,  W/D,  yard.  Share  w/  hip,  young  gay 
male.  Prof’l  activist.  $325  mo.  plus  util.  Call  David 
212-334-8044  or  write:  225  Lafayette  St,  Rm  513,  NY, 
NY  10012. _ _ _ 06) 

2LF  need  3rd  for  Victorian  in  Newtonville.  Vi  acre  yard 

on  bus  lines.  Share  entire  house.  Your  bdrm  is  entire  3rd 
floor  with  Vi  bath.  $350  plus.  965-0648.  CHEM.  FREE 
A  MUST. _ 06) 

LF  seeks  same  to  share  2  bdrm,  chem  and  smoke  free, 
apt.  in  JP.  I  have  2  cats.  Another  nego.  $247.50  plus. 
Near  T.  Call  Leenie  522-2332. _ (16) 

NEAR  HARVARD  FRIENDLY  STREET 
Room  open  in  2BR  on  Camb.-Som.  line.  Now  thru  Aug. 
’90.  Share  meals.  Artists,  activists  very  welcome.  $350 
plus  util.  Sec,  deposit  call  Alan  666-8093. _ 07) 

LESBIAN  ROOMMATE  WANTED! 

Lesbian  with  beautiful  2  bedroom  house  in  Everett,  e-z 
parking;  available  Nov.  1st;  no  pets  or  heavy  drugs. 
381-8774,  $325-plus. _ (16) 

CAMBRIDGEPORT  COOP 

Housemate  needed  for  funky,  progressive,  semi-veg, 
semi-coop  home  in  beautiful  Cambridgeport  for  Nov. 
1st  or  sooner.  Call  864-1466,  evenings  best. _ 

LARGE  COUNTRY  HOUSE 

GW  GM.  Couples  or  singles.  Privacy  on  75  acres.  Be¬ 
tween  Boston  and  Providence.  Off  of  495,  Norton,  call 
(508)  285-9849.  No  more  pets. _ 06) 


TIRED  OF  CITY  LIVING? 

Want  gardens  and  off  street  parking,  but  can  only  af¬ 
ford  a  condo?  How  about  this  alternative?  Two 
bedroom  cape  in  West  Newton.  Living  room  with 
fireplace,  dining  room  and  eat-in  kitchen.  Fenced  in 
backyard  and  lovely  garden.  All  for  only  205,000.00  Call 
evenings  244-5585.  _ (17) 


A  C  A  T  I  O  N  S 

GAY  COUNTRY  INN 

Spend  long,  lazy  days  by  our  heated  pool,  cool  nights  by 
a  crackling  fire  or  in  our  hot  tub.  Enjoy  this  beautiful 
100  acre  mountain  setting  with  spectacular  fall  colors! 
HIGHLANDS  INN,  Box  118G,  Bethlehem,  NH,  03574. 
(603)  869-3978.  Grace  and  Judi,  Innkeepers. _ (19) 


HUMIDIFIER!!! 

The  office  (people  and  machines)  need  some  wetness  to 
offset  the  dry  heat.  If  you  have  a  humidifier  you’re  not 
using  and  would  like  to  donate,  please  call  Mike 
426-4469.  Thanks. _ 

ELECTRICIAN  NEEDED! 

We  pulled  the  little  chain-type  switch  for  a  light  bulb  fix¬ 
ture  right  out  of  the  fixture  and  now  our  storage  closet  is 
in  the  dark.  Could  someone  out  there  volunteer  or 
cheaply  help  us  take  the  picture  apart  if  needed  or  just 
wire  in  a  new  one?  Pretty  please?  Call  Mike  at  GCN 
426-4469.  Thanks. _ _ _ 

A  COPY  MACHINE: 

WE  NEED  ONE  BAD 

GCN  needs  a  medium-sized  (not  huge)  copy  machine. 
Do  you  have  one  you  might  donate  or  sell  cheaply?  Do 
you  know  of  anyone  who  would?  All  for  a  good  cause 
and  very  tax -deductible.  Call  Natalie  at  GCN  426-4469 

TYPEWRITERS  ANYONE? 

Our  old  faithful  IBM  Selectrics  are  dying  and  we  still 
need  to  have  1  or  2  around  to  fill  out  forms,  etc.  If  you 
have  one  you’d  like  to  get  rid  of,  please  call  Mike  at 
GCN,  426-4469,  Thanks. 


II  RLI  CATIONS 

BREAKTHROUGH! 

Political  journal  of  Prairie  Fire  Organizing  Committee, 
Spring  1989  issue.  Women  of  the  Philippine  Revolution 
—  Interview  with  Makibaka;  The  Post-Feminist  Mysti¬ 
que;  speech  by  PISD  (People  with  Immune  System 
Disorders);  Crack  and  Black  Youth.  $3  including 
postage.  John  Brown  Book  Club,  POB  1422,  San  Fran- 
cisco,  CA  941 14. _ _ 

Do  you  need  facts  about  menopause?  Does  the 
stereotyping  of  older  women  make  you  angry?  Do  you 
want  to  be  part  of  an  Older  Feminists  Network? 
Broomstick,  a  bimonthly  national  magazine  by,  for  and 
about  women  over  forty.  Annual  subs  (US  funds  only) 
U.S.  $15,  Canada  $20,  Overseas  and  Institutions  $25. 
Sliding  scale  available.  Sample  copy  $3.50.  3543  18  St. 
#3,  San  Francisco,  CA  941 10. _ 

BAD  ATTITUDE 

A  lesbian  sex  magazine.  Irreverent  and  Hot!  $12  for  one 
year’s  subscription  (3  issues).  B.A.  Inc.,  P.O.  Box  110, 
Cambridge,  MA  02139. _ (16.33) 

LESBIAN  CONTRADICTION 

A  Journal  of  Irreverent  Feminism.  Quarterly  of  com¬ 
mentary,  analysis,  reviews,  cartoons  &  humor  by  and 
for  women  who  agree  to  disagree-who  are  still  political, 
but  not  necessarily  correct.  Sample  $1.50;  sub.  $6;  more 
if/less  if.  LesCon,  584  Castro,  No.  236G,  SF,  CA  941 14. 

_ (ex) 

With  incisive  reporting  and  thoughtful  analysis  IN 
THESE  TIMES  offers  the  very  best  in  alternative  American 
journalism.  We’ve  built  our  reputation  on  addressing 
the  issues  the  mainstream  media  ignores,  and  that’s  why 
our  unique  point-of-view  has  been  trusted  by  thousands 
of  readers  for  over  a  decade.  Why  not  see  for  yourself? 
You  may  order  a  subscription  by  calling  800  435-07 15 
(in  Illinois  call  800-892-0753)  or  by  writing  to  IN  THESE 
TIMES,  1912  Debs  Ave.,  Mt.  Morris,  IL  61054.  (17.36) 
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RGANIZATIONS 


GAYELLOW  PAGES 

INFORMING  THE  GAY  COMMUNITY  SINCE  1973.  Accom¬ 
modations,  AA  groups,  bars,  baths,  bookstores, 
businesses,  counselors,  dentists,  doctors,  hotels, 
lawyers,  mail  order,  media,  publications,  organizations, 
religious  groups,  services,  social  groups,  switchboards, 
therapists,  travel  agents,  etc.,  etc.,  etc  .  (area  codes 
and  zip  codes  too!) 

USA  &  CANADA  $10 

NEW  YORK/NEW  JERSEY  $4.50;  includes  Manhattan  bar 
notes  &  women's  section. 

SOUTHERN  EDITION  $4.50;  Alabama.  Arkansas  N  &  S 
Carolina,  Florida,  Georgia.  Kansas.  Kentucky.  Louisiana, 
Mississippi.  Missouri,  New  Mexico.  Oklahoma,  Puerto 
Rico,  Tennessee.  Texas.  Virginia. 

NORTHEAST  EDITION  $4.50;  Connecticut,  Delaware, 
District  of  Columbia,  Maine.  Maryland,  Massachusetts, 
New  Hampshire,  Ohio,  Pennsylvania,  Rhode  Island,  Ver¬ 
mont.  W.  Virginia. 

Renaissance  House.  Box  292GCN  Village  Station.  NY,  NY 
10014  212-674-0120.  All  books  discreetly  by  first  class 
mail;  your  name  kept  strictly  confidential.  To  list  a 
business  or  organization,  or  for  further  information,  send 
stamped,  self-addressed  business-size  envelope.  Please 
contact  us  tor  prices  outside  the  USA.  In  Canada,  order 
from  Glad  Day  Books.  598  Yonge  St.,  Toronto.  Ontario 
M4Y  1Z3  416-961-4161  (check  tor  prices) 

Ask  us  about  Gayellow  Pages  on  mailing  labels! 


OLDER  LESBIAN  ENERGY 

Social  and  support  group  for  women  over  40.  P.O.  Box 
1214,  East  Arlington,  MA  02174. _ (15,48) 

BLACK  AND  WHITE  MEN  TOGETHER 

Multiracial  group  for  all  people.  Call  (415)  431-1976  or 
write  BWMT,  suite  140,  584  Castro  St.  SF,  CA,  94114 
(16.1) _ _ 

BOSTON  ALLIANCE  OF  GAY  AND  LESBIAN  YOUTH 

Social  support  group  for  youth  22  and  under.  Wed. 
night  general  meeting  from  7:30-9pm.  New  persons 
meeting  at  6:00.  Women’s  meeting  at  6:45.  Call 
523-7363  for  info, _  (15.32) 

MAN/BOY  LOVE 

Intergenerational  Love  Support  Group.  World  wide 
news,  art,  opinions.  Application,  information  free. 
Bulletin  $1.00  NAMBLA,  P.O.  Box  1923,  St.  Louis, 
Missouri,  63118. _  (7) 


■  OVERS 
THE  JIM  CLARK  MOVING  COMPANY 

Serving  the  Gay  Community 
with  professionalism  and  respect 
Very  careful  furniture  movers. 

Piano  and  hoisting  specialists. 

Any  time  of  the  day-any  day  of  the  year. 

No  overtime  charges,  354-2184 
MPDU  Number  23733 

APPLETON  MOVING  CO.,  INC. 

(formerly,  Boston  Trucking  Co.) 

MA  DPU/Y25522 
No  job  too  big  or  too  small 
Very  careful  movers  641-1234 


POOR  PEOPLES  MOVERS 

Complete  moving  service.  7  days  a  week.  New  and  used 
boxes.  Inside  heated  storage  lockers.  Truck  and  equip¬ 
ment  nmtals1_WeJoad/unloa^^ 
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ALL  AMERICAN  A  ELM  ST.  MOVING 

Local  or  long  distance  moving.  Your  belongings  handled 
with  loving  care  and  understanding.  Discount.  322-7373, 
242-0772.  _ (16) 


From  $18  /  hr. 

MAXI-VANS 

CARGO  MASTER  TRUCKS 
*  HOMES  •  BUSINESSES 

>  24  HOUR  DELIVERY 

>  LIC.  and  INS. 

| _ 236-1848 _ 


C  N  SPECIALS 

GCN  News  and  Features  writers  need  cassette  recorders. 
If  you  have  a  wo'king  one  that  you’re  not  using,  or  want 
to  donate  one,  it  would  be  well  used.  Thank  you. 


OFF  OUR  BACKS 

Lively,  down-to-earth  feminism  in  the  nation’s  oldest 
women’s  newsjournal.  Analysis,  reviews,  conference 
coverage,  and  news  —  on  health,  feminist  theory, 
reproductive  rights,  civil  rights  and  political  work 
among  working,  disabled,  incarcerated,  old,  and  poor 
women,  women  of  color,  lesbians  and  women  from 
every  continent,  $15/11  issues.  $6  plus  $1  postage.  2423 
18th  St.  NW,  Washington,  DC  20009 _ (ex) 

WOMEN  OF  POWER:  “A  Magazine  of  Feminism, 
Spirituality,  and  Politics,”  an  inspiring  international 
quarterly  publication.  Subscriptions  $22  for  4  issues; 
single  issues  $6  plus  $1  postage.  P.O.  Box  827,  Cam- 
bridge,  MA  02238,  telephone  (617)  625-7885.  (ex) 

ON  OUR  BACKS 

The  sexual  entertainment  magazine  for  lesbians,  is  49 
pages  of  erotic  fiction,  features,  plus  timely  sexual  ad¬ 
vice  and  news  columns.  We  are  quarterly,  national,  uni¬ 
que  and  provocative.  $28/year  sub/$6  single  issue.  ON 
OUR  BACKS,  526  Castro,  San  Francisco,  CA  941 14(ex) 

WOMEN’S  REVIEW  OF  BOOKS 

monthly  review  of  current  feminist  writing.  Since  1983. 
Our  readers  span  the  U.S.,  Canada,  and  abroad. 
Subscriptions:  $15/U.S.,  $18/Canada,  $25/institutions. 
Free  sample  on  request.  THE  WOMEN’S  REVIEW, 
Wellesley  Women’s  Research  Center,  Wellseley,  MA 
02181. _ (ex) 

BLACK/OUT 

Special  10th  Anniv.  edition  of  Black/Out  now  available. 
This  bi/annual  magazine  from  the  National  Coalition 
for  Black  Lesbians  and  Gays  contains  essays,  reviews, 
poetry,  news  and  announcements  concerning  the  Black 
Lesbian  and  Gay  community.  Sample  copy  $6  plus  $1 
postage.  1  year  subscription  (2  issues)  $10  to 
BLACK/OUT,  c/o  NCBLG,  19641  West  Seven  Mile, 
Detroit,  MI  48219. _ (ex) 
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Seeking 

Friends 
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IF  YOU  WANT  PEACE, 
WORK  FOR  IUSTICE 
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!  I  got  a  copy  of  GCN  from  a  friend  and  I  enjoy 
[reading  it.  I  would  like  to  put  my  name  in  for  a 
I  penpal  who  lives  in  the  free  world.  Please  write 
Joy  KAULAITY,  154816,  PO  Box  11492, 
[Oklahoma  City  OK  73136. _ 

I’m  looking  for  a  friendship,  not  at  all  for  any 
money,  just  a  friend.  My  interests  are  singing, 
dancing,  and  writing.  I  would  be  glad  to  hear 
from  any  gay  males  or  females.  Sonia 
FREDRICKS,  A151692,  Box  8540,  Pembroke 
Pines  FL  33024. _ 

jl  am  23,  have  been  a  lesbian  since  my  young 

I  years  and  I  would  really  like  a  true  friend  to 
[make  these  last  18  months  a  little  easier.  So  if 
[you  want  a  special  friend  that  will  last  write 
Laura  DePRIMA,  151879,  Box  8540  —  481, 
I  Pembroke  Pines  FL  33024. 


RIGHTS  OF  PRISONERS:  This  book  is 
available  from  the  following  address  for 
FREE!  ACLU  (Rights  of  Prisoners),  132  W. 
43rd  St,  New  York,  NY  10036.  Send  for  one 
NOW!  


Incarcerated  Citizen’s  Congress 
POSITION:  We  protest  forced  labor  of 
prisoners,  medical  experimentation,  the  death 
penalty  etc.  IDEAL:  We  think  prisoners  should 
be  helping  each  other  to  combat  the  injustices 
we  suffer.  Who  knows  what  needs  doing  better 
than  we  do!  EDUCATE:  We  need  to  educate 
ourselves  as  well  as  our  families  and  friends 
about  what’s  happening  in  prisons.  For  a 
newsletter  and  more  info  write:  Melvin  E. 
Miller,  Incarcerated  Citizens  Congress,  1935 
Chestnut  St,  Harrisburg  PA  17103. 


[Lonely  bisexual  man,  23,  would  like  someone  to 
[write  to.  David  B.  COATES,  556, 

[2500  Westgate,  Pendleton  OR  97801. 


[Gay  man,  29,  interests  include  reading,  writing, 
[poetry,  decorating  envelopes,  fishing 
|(saltwater);  looking  for  someone  who  like  me  is 
[tired  of  being  all  alone.  Many  emotions  to  give 
[but  no  one  to  give  them  to.  Age,  race,  desires 
[don’t  matter.  James  R.  WILKINSON,  064567 
[(A-N-41),  3950  Tiger  Bay  Rd,  Daytona  Beach 
IFL  32124.  _ 


JOBS  (parole  info):  Some  prisoners  have  sent 
us  some  info  on  getting  social  security  benefits, 
emotional  ‘disability’  benefits,  and  other  forms 
of  job  finding  support  when  getting  out  of 
prison.  We  don’t  know  if  this  stuff  is  up  to  date 
or  if  it  varies  from  one  state  to  another. 

If  you  want  to  have  a  look,  write  GCN 
Prisoner  Project  and  ask  for  a  copy.  Check  the 
info  out,  and  PLEASE,  LET  US  KNOW  if  it’s 
true  or  not  for  your  state.  THANKS. 


jl  enjoy  cross  dressing  or  TVs,  clean  shaven 

[men,  long  hair.  I’m  looking  for  a  serious  mind- 
led  person  who  believes  in  himself.  I  pay  my  own 
[way  through  life  and  am  not  looking  for  head 
[games  or  to  hurt  anyone.  I  enjoy  writing 
|  (stories)  as  well.  Rufus  TANNER,  918674  (MB 
675),  1150  SW  Allapattah  Rd,  Indiantown  FL 
[34956.  _ 


I’m  bisexual,  love  writing  and  receiving  long 

hot  letters.  Into  all  kind's  of  sex,  especially  if  it’s 
lout  of  the  ordinary.  It’s  part  of  growing  up.  Lee 
CLOUD,  PO  Box  C-59987  (4-D-8),  Tamal  CA 
94974 


GBM,  36,  looking  to  meet  someone  who  is 
openminded  and  looking  for  friendship.  Not 
looking  for  money!  If  you  want  some  friend¬ 
ship,  please  write  Robert  MATHEWS,  14653, 
818  Jefferson  Ave.  Apt.l-R-7,  Moundsville  WV 
26041.  Race  and  age  do  not  matter.  [Prisoner 
Project  note;  Robert  has  helped  us  out  with 
many  prisoner  issues  and  is  a  poet  too!] 


Portuguese  and  Italian  23  yr  old  New  Yorker, 

Gemini,  ‘Prince  looking’  gay  boy,  seeking 
down  to  earth  relationships  with  authentics,  as 
oppose  to  synthetics.  Spare  me  all  the  nonsense. 
Be  real.  Gianni  GOMES,  D97767,  Box  29, 
Represa  CA  95671. 


I’m  a  Black  female  impersonator  (‘Diane’), 
long  Black  hair,  smooth  body,  in  the  near 
future  looking  to  get  a  sex  change,  love  to  swim, 
camp  out,  middle  size  breasts,  don’t  drink  or 
get  high,  but  smoke  cigarettes.  I’m  looking  for 
people  who  want  a  true  lady  in  their  life,  like 
me.  Picture  for  picture.  Ronnie  ROSS,  150217, 

Box  900,  Jefferson  City  MO  65102. _ 

Hi!  My  interests  are  reading,  movies,  penpals, 
traveling  and  amusement  parks,  I’m  also  a 
staunch  and  avid  supporter  of  NAMBLA. 
Would  like  to  write  someone,  in  or  out  of 
prison.  Charles  ALLEN,  463146,  Wynne  Unit, 

Huntsville  TX  77349.  _ __ 

I  am  Black  (light  brown  skin),  and  am  looking 
for  a  meaningful  relationship.  I  ask  that  only 
them  that  are  for  real  answer  this  ad.  I  need  a 
friend.  John  PANNELL,  192-059,  Box  45699, 

Lucasville  OH  45699.  _ 

GM  needs  a  friend.  Am  lonely  and  would  like  to 
hear  from  someone  sincere.  I  like  to  write  and 
will  answer  all.  James  BROWN,  A-708418,  PC- 
I  (009),  PO  Box  279,  E.  Palatka  FL  32131. 


GM,  38,  sensitive,  for  real,  due  to  get  out  by 

Xmas  and  need  some  no  bullshit  friends.  I’m  a 
reg.  jean-wearing  long  haired  guy  who  likes  his 
metal!  Ain’t  out  to  screw  no  one.  Just  need  a 
friend.  Send  pic.  I’ll  send  mine.  Joe  Terrac- 
ciano,  65988,  Box  150,  Delmont  NJ  08314. 


I  have  really  enjoyed  reading  your  paper  all  this 

time.  I’m  getting  out  in  Dec.  or  so  and  I‘m 
scared!  It’s  been  3  years!  I  don’t  need  financial 
help  but  would  like  some  friends  out  there  to 
help  me  adjust.  Please  place  this  ad  for  me. 
Young  personable  gay  male,  24,  Gemini,  seeks 
friends  and  possibly  more.  Please  write.  Johnny 
JOHNSON,  Box  514  —  159037,  Granite  OK 
71547. 

GM,  30  wishes  to  write  others  in  the  free  world 
(including  overseas!).  Age  &  race  unimportant. 
Michael  RATHBONE,  33569,  Box  2800,  Lin¬ 
coln  NE  68502.  


Intelligent,  soft-spoken,  29,  ebony  brown  skin, 
looking  for  someone  —  anyone!  who  enjoys 
writing  and  sharing  feelings,  ideas  and  percep¬ 
tions.  I  have  many  things  to  share  and  need  a 
friend.  Rickey  BASKERVILLE,  37374-3B-13, 
Rt  2  Box  2222,  Mineral  Point  MO  63660. 


I  go  by  the  name  Ante!  and  I’m  a  Pretty  brown 
skin  tenderoni.  I’m  24,  and  my  hobbies  are 
swimming,  fashion,  dancing  and  I’m  looking 
for  a  very  nice  friendship.  Please  feel  free  to 
write.  Roy  DENNIS,  875513,  737  Moon  Rd, 
Plainfield  IN  46168.  


Just  your  average  Angora  kitty 

Loyal,  quiet,  intelligent,  feminine  appearing 
person,  very  sensitive  and  sentimental,  enjoy 
rock,  jazz,  classical  music,  having  my  lil  toes 
tickled,  love  to  give  and  to  get  ‘real  care’  and  at¬ 
tention,  would  like  to  hear  from  a  mature,  car¬ 
ing  man.  J.  Angel  VARGAS,  D-70236,  480  Alta 
Rd  (F2-6-239),  San  Diego  CA  92179. 


Black  male  interested  in  all  feminine  males  and 
TVs,  all  races,  would  like  to  hear  from 
prisoners  or  free  world  alike.  Well  hung.  Black 
and  full  of  cum.  Robert  UNDERWOOD, 
200428,  PO  Box  7450-VRU,  Trenton  NJ  08628. 
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28  Saturday  □  From  Bulgaria  to  Bolivia,  the  eleven 
women  of  Libana  intertwine  the  captivating  sounds 
and  rhythms  of  the  world’s  women.  At  the 
Somerville  Theatre,  55  Davis  Square.  8pm.  $12.50 
general  admission,  $14-50  day  of  show.  524-6698. 


Calendar  listings  must  be  received  by  the 
Monday  before  the  week  of  the  event  Photos 
encouraged.  Please  specify  ^j  ivent  is/is  not 
wheelchair  accessible  and/or  sign  language 
interpreted.  Please  use  our  format  as  a  guide 
for  listings  and  put  each  event  on~a  separate 
sheet,  if  possible.  Listings  must  be  typed. 

28  Saturday 

Cambridge  □  Ghoul  Friday,  a  special  Halloween  ver¬ 
sion  of  Girl  Friday,  a  comedy  musical  review  featuring  Lea 
DeLaria,  Kelley  Edwards,  and  Richard  Weinstock.  At  IN¬ 
DIGO,  A  Club  for  Women,  823  Main  Street.  8pm.  $10 
(show  only),  $13  (show/dancing).  497-7200. 

Dorchester  □  Slide  Presentation  and  report  back  on 
Women’s  Convoy  to  Central  America  by  Ellen  Shub  at 
Dorchester  House  Multi  Service  Center,  1353  Dorchester 
Ave.  Sponsored  by  Dorchester  Women’s  Committee. 
4-7pm.  $5. 

Boston  □  Phantoms  at  the  Opera,  a  Halloween  party 
to  benefit  the  Fenway  Community  Health  Center,  featur¬ 
ing  the  “official  witch  of  Salem,”  Laurie  Cabot.  Opera 
House,  539  Washington  Street.  $15. 

Cambridge  □  Amethyst  Women’s  Halloween 
Dance.  Drug  &  alcohol  free.  Old  Cambridge  Baptist 
Church,  1151  Mass.  Ave.  8:30pm-midnight.  $6  more  or 
less. 

Boston  □  Daughters  of  Bilitis  Halloween  Potluck  din¬ 
ner.  Info:  661-3633. 


Boston  □  FCHC’s  Living  Well  Series,  Sex  &  Intimacy 
for  Gay  &  Bisexual  men.  Also  1 1/9  &  1 1/16.  332  Newbury 
Street.  6:30pm-8:30pm.  Paul  or  Robb  at  267-0900  to  pre¬ 
register. 

Boston  □  Boston  Gay  &  Lesbian  Alliance  Against 
Defamation  meets  at  338  Newbury  Street.  6:30pm. 
868-0416. 

Boston  □  Suzanne  Pharr  author  of  ‘Homophobia:  A 
Weapon  of  Sexism,’  will  discuss  “Homophobia  Hurts  us 
AH”  as  keynote  speaker  for  Gay  &  Lesbian  Awareness 
Week  at  Simmons  College,  300  The  Fenway.  7pm. 
738-2177. 

3  Friday 

Boston  □  GCN  Mailing.  Come  help  stuff  the  paper  and 
meet  new  friends.  5- 1 0pm.  62  Berkeley  St.,  near  Arl¬ 
ington  and  Back  Bay  T-stops.  Info:  GCN,  617/426-4469. 

Brookline  □  Les/Gay/Bi  Swing  &  Ballroom  Dance 

at  Ballet,  Etc.,  185  Corey  Road.  8:30pm-midnight. 
Lessons  from  8:30pm-9:l5pm.  $4.  661-1792. 

Boston  □  Join  a  demonstration  of  Women  in  Black  to 
protest  Israel's  occupation  of  the  West  Bank  and  Gaza. 
Outside  the  Israeli  Consulate  in  the  Statler  Office 
Building.  I -2pm. 

5  Sunday 

Somerville  □  Gays  &  Lesbians  of  Somerville  and 
Surroundings  holds  first  anniversary  potluck  dinner.  71 
Union  Square.  7pm.  Lisa,  628-2532  or  Mike,  628-2643. 


Weekly 
Saturday 

Boston  □  The  Boston  Area  Rape  Crisis  Center  new 

training  session  for  hotline.  617/492-RAPE. 

Boston  □  Gay  Boston,  with  Jim  Voltz.  Boston 
Neighborhood  Network,  channels  A3  and  A8.  7:30-8pm. 

Boston  □  Body  Electric:  Healing  with  group  sensual 
massage  for  gay  and  bisexual  men.  551  Tremont.  7:30pm. 
$12.  522-9164. 

Sunday 

Boston  □  Boston  Alliance  of  Gay  and  Lesbian 
Youth  (BAGLY).  Open  to  youth  age  22  and  under.  35 
Bowdoin  St.  2-5pm.  354-6658. 

Boston  □  Metro  Healing  healing  group  for  everyone. 
Metropolitan  Health  Club  aerobics  room,  209  Columbus 
Ave.  7:30-9:30pm.  426-9205. 

Boston  □  Boston’s  Other  Voice  radio  for  gay/lesbian 
community  with  Peter  Stickel.  1 1  pm.  WROR  98.5  FM. 
10/29  Se.  Michael  Barren  and  Arline  Isaacson  on  the 
passage  of  the  lesbian  &  gay  civil  rights  bill. 

Boston  □  The  Gay  Dating  Show,  WUNR  1600  AM. 
I0:30pm-2:30am.  Lesbians  and  Gay  Men. 


Boston  □  Chiltern  Mountain  Club  Hiking  and/or  bik¬ 
ing  in  the  White  Mountains.  Carol,  235-0186. 

Somerville  □  Libana  performs  at  the  Somerville 
Theatre,  55  Davis  Square.  8pm.  $12.50  general  admission, 
$14.50  day  of  the  show.  524-6698. 


Boston  □  Mercedes  Sosa  performs  at  Symphony  Hall. 
7pm.  $15,  20,  22,  25.  661-1252. 

6  Monday 

Boston  □  Lesbian  School  Teachers/Ad¬ 
ministrators  potluck.  6:30pm.  783-3580. 


Monday 

Cambridge  □  Healing  Circle  group  healing.  5  Upland 
Rd.  7:30-9:30pm.  $5  suggested.  864-1989. 

Cambridge  □  Lesbian  Rap.  10/30  Witchcraft,  11/6 
Lesbian  Sex  Orgies.  Women’s  Center,  46  Pleasant  St. 
8-IOpm.  Free.  354-8807  (TTY/voice). 


Susan  Wilson 


Cambridge  □  30-plus  Lesbian  Rap  7-8:30pm.  10/31 
Self-esteem,  11/7  lesbians  &  holidays.  The  Women’s 
Center  (see  above). 

Cambridge  □  Women  For  Sobriety,  a  self  help  group 
for  women  recovering  from  addictions.  Women’s  Center, 
46  Pleasant  St.  8-9:30pm.  354-8807 

Arlington  □  Parents  &  Friends  of  Lesbians  &  Gays 

meets  on  the  second  Tuesday  of  every  month  at  First 
Parish  Unitarian  Church,  630  Mass.  Ave.  7:15pm.  Info: 
547-2440  or  508/562-5807. 


Wednesday 

Boston  □  Boston  Alliance  of  Gay  and  Lesbian 
Youth.  Open  to  youth  age  22  and  under.  35  Bowdoin  St. 
New  persons'  meeting  6pm;  women  and  men  meet 
separately  6:45-7:30;  general  meeting  at  7:30pm. 
354-6658. 


Boston  □  Bisexual  Children  of  Alcoholics.  Mass. 
General  Hosp.,  lower  amphitheater  7:30pm.  259-1559. 

Cambridge  □  Say  it,  Sister!  WMBR,  88. 1  FM.  7-8pm. 

Boston  □  Women’s  Self-Defense  Classes  sponsored 
by  Women’s  Self  Defense  Collective.  Studio  3,  731  Har¬ 
rison  Ave.,  2nd  floor.  6-8pm.  $IO-$35  sliding  scale  per 
mo.  625-1115. 


Cambridge  □  Lesbian  Al-Anon  with  childcare. 
Women's  Center  (see  above).  6:30-8pm. 

Thursday 


Boston  □  Men  of  All  Colors  Together  presents  its 
Last  Quarter  Moon  Halloween  Ball  at  195  West  Newton 
Street.  8pm-2am.  $6.  266-4378  or  547-1986. 

Waltham  □  Trisk  or  Treat  Halloween  dance  spon¬ 
sored  by  Triskelion,  Brandeis'  Les/Gay/Bi  Coalition. 
Schwartz  Auditorium.  I0pm-2am.  $3.  if  in  costume,  $4 
without. 

Boston  □  Fenway  Community  Health  Center’s  Liv¬ 
ing  Well  Series,  Pumpkin  Madness,  a  creative  workshop 
celebrating  the  many  uses  of  pumpkins.  338  Newbury 
Street,  Rm  203.  I -5pm.  Robb  or  Paul,  267-0900. 

Boston  □  Halloween  Party  at  Villa  Victoria,  85  W. 
Newton  Street.  8pm-2am.  $15.  Oriana  or  Lisa,  332-2875. 

November  I  Wednesday 

Boston  □  The  NAMES  Project  monthly  meeting  in 
the  Piemonte  Room  of  Boston  City  Hall.  Special  side 
show  of  the  1989  display  in  Washington,  D.C.,  presented 
by  Jenny  Sullivan.  7pm.  451-9003.  Wheelchair  accessible. 

2  Thursday 

Boston  □  GCN  Production  Night.  All  welcome. 
Proofreading  starts  at  5pm.  Paste-up  after  7pm.  62 
Berkeley  St.,  near  Arlington  and  Back  Bay  T-stops.  Info, 


7  T uesday 

Boston  □  Gay  Fathers  of  Greater  Boston  meets  to 
discuss  “Sex  in  the  Bushes:  The  Risks  Involved." 
Lindemann  Center,  25  Staniford  Street.  8pm- 1 0pm. 
742-7897. 

9  Thursday 

Boston  □  GCN  Production  Night.  All  welcome. 
Proofreading  starts  at  5pm.  Paste-up  after  7pm.  62 
Berkeley  St.,  near  Arlington  and  Back  Bay  T-stops.  Info, 
GCN:  617/426-4469. 

10  Friday 

Boston  □  GCN  Mailing.  Come  help  stuff  the  paper  and 
meet  new  friends.  5-IOprn.  62  Berkeley  St.,  near  Arl¬ 
ington  and  Back  Bay  T-stops.  Info:  GCN,  617/426-4469. 

Allston  □  Song  of  Absence,  at  the  Double  Edge 
Theatre,  5  St.  Luke’s  Road.  Also  ll/ll,  11/17,  11/18. 
8pm.  $15,  $12  (students  &  seniors)  254-4228. 

1 1  Saturday 

Boston  □  A  Clean  &  Sober  Dance  for  the  lesbian  and 
gay  community,  sponsored  by  The  Boston  Sound 
Machine.  At  the  Y,  140  Clarendon  Street.  9pm- 1  am.  $5. 


Cambridge  □  Coalition  for  Lesbian  and  Gay 
Rights  holds  bi-weekly  planning  meeting.  142  Memorial 
Drive,  Rm.  306.  7pm.  776-6956. 

T  uesday 

Boston  □  Gay  Fathers  of  Greater  Boston  meet  1st  & 
3rd  Tues.  of  the  month.  Lindemann  Ctr.,  2nd  fl.  8-IOpm. 
742-7897. 

Boston  □  Gay  and  Lesbian  Support  Group  for 
Adult  Children  of  Alcoholics.  Faulkner  Hospital. 
8:30- 1 0pm.  Intake  interview  required.  522-'5800  xl908. 

Boston  □  Lesbian  and  Gay  Concert  &  Marching 
Band.  No  audition  necessary.  YWCA,  120  Clarendon  St 
7:15pm.  Joe  625-3304,  Zoe  396-2989. 

Cambridge  □  The  Group  at  Walker  Memorial  MIT  on 
Memorial  Drive.  8pm.  266-1129. 

Providence,  Rl  □  ACT  UP/Rhode  Island  open 
meetings.  Rocket,  73  Richmond  St.  7pm.  273-7228. 

Boston  □  ACT  UP/Boston  meets  to  confront  the 
AIDS  crisis.  New  Gay  &  Lesbian  Service  Center,  338 
Newbury  Street,  Rm.  203.  7pm.  49-ACT  UP. 


Northampton  □  Valley  Gay  Alliance  meets  1st,  3rd 
Th.  every  month,  basement  of  the  Unitarian  Church,  22 
Main  St.  7:30pm.  413/527-5310. 

Stoneham  □  Incest  Survivors’  Group  for  women. 
New  England  Memorial  Hospital,  5  Woodland  Rd. 
5-6:30pm.  Sara  Epstein,  979-7025. 

Cambridge  □  Wise  Woman  Tradition  Herbal 
Medicine  and  Women’s  Wisdom  Classes.  Sliding 
scale.  Whitewolf,  277-8232. 

Boston  □  Boston  Area  Rape  Crisis  Center  drop-in 
group  for  women  who  have  been  raped.  492-RAPE. 

Cambridge  □  Incest  Survivors  Group.  Women's 
Center  (see  above).  7:30-9:30pm. 

Cambridge  □  Non-offending  male  sexual  abuse  sur¬ 
vivors  group  meets  first  Thursday  of  every  month.  Cam¬ 
bridge  Ctr.  of  Commerce  conference  room,  859  Mass. 
Ave.  8:30-l0pm.  $5  donation.  498-9881. 

Friday 

Worcester  □  AIDS  Project-Worcester  support  group 
for  HIV  positive,  PWAs,  PWARCs,  supporters.  Open  to 
all  lesbians,  gay  men.  51  Jackson  St.  7-9pm.  Dana 
508/755-3773. 


GCN:  617/426-4469. 


Jamaica  Plain  □  Lesbian  &  Gay  Neighbors  of  JP  an¬ 
nual  Fall  Ball.  First  Church  Unitarian  Hall,  6  Eliot  Street. 
9pm- 1  am.  $8. 


Cambridge  □  Bisexual  Women’s  Rap.  10/31  Hallo¬ 
ween  Party,  1 1/7  Loss  in  our  lives.  Women’s  Center,  46 
Pleasant  St.  7:30- 1 0pm.  354-8807. 


Boston  □  Healing  group  for  everyone.  Santa  Fe  Hair 
Salon,  528  Tremont  St.  7:30-9:30pm.  426-9205. 


Before  It  Hits  Home.  By  Cheryl  L.  West. 
Directed  by  Helen  Patmon.  With  Eddie  L.  Murphy, 
Diane  A.  Beckett,  Donna  Hewitt-Didham,  Bryant 
K.  Rolle.  C.  Walsh  Theatre,  Boston.  Sept.  2 1 -24.  A 
benefit  for  the  AIDS  Action  Committee’s  Emergen¬ 
cy  Financial  Assistance  Program.  Closed. 


By  Isaac  Jackson 

Cultural  workers  confronting  the  AIDS 
epidemic  are  in  a  tough  bind.  On  the 
one  hand,  they  work  as  agents  of  in¬ 
formation  and  consciousness-raising  for  au¬ 
diences  who  might  be  avoiding  personal 
questions.  On  the  other  hand,  a  cultural  of¬ 
fering  must  work  as  a  unified  expression  of 
creative  rigor.  It  is  in  this  second  task  that 
the  recent  premiere  of  Before  It  Hits  Home 
fails. 

It’s  not  that  playwright  Cheryl  L.  West 
lacked  compassion  or  didn’t  do  her  home- 
work.  She  ob- 
V  FI  Q  CK  viously  had  the 

heart  and  the  in¬ 
telligence  to  bring  most  of  the  problems  of 
AIDS  in  the  African-American  community 
into  focus.  West  did  an  excellent  job  of  rais¬ 
ing  “hard  to  talk  about  in  public”  issues: 
drug  use  and  bisexuality  in  the  African- 
American  community;  homophobic  macho; 
the  high  rates  of  HIV  infection  among 
women  and  children  of  color;  Christian- 
inspired  ignorance;  and  a  medical  establish¬ 
ment  unable  to  translate  much-needed  in¬ 
formation  from  jargon  into  the  plain  street 
language  that  many  people  of  color  need  to 
hear  in  a  discussion  of  AIDS. 

But  unfortunately,  a  litany  of  woes  is 
all  West  produced.  I  don’t  mind 
hearing  once  more  that  many  Gay  African- 
American  men  are  full  of  self-denial,  but 
this  play  lacks  depth  and  a  full-fleshed  pro¬ 
tagonist  with  many  sides. 

Wendell,  the  central  character  in  Before  It 
Hits  Home,  is  a  black  man  with  a  history  of 
IV  drug  use  and  bisexuality.  He  wanders 
through  the  first  act  making  himself  and 
everybody  he  knows  miserable  because  he 
can’t  face  the  fact  he’s  slowly  dying  from 
AIDS.  He  leaves  his  immediate  family  and 
his  son  out  of  his  life  for  fear  of  their  reac¬ 
tion.  He  lies  to  his  woman  lover  about  his 
constant  sickness,  continuing  to  sleep  with 
her  without  using  condoms.  He  yells  at  his 
doctors  for  trying  to  tell  him  the  truth,  while 


are  multi-dimensional  and  they  are  much 
more  believable  when  they  speak  about 
love,  death,  sex  and  “men-folk”  than 
Wendell  is  in  his  scenes  with  his  lovers.  I 
can’t  believe  any  man  would  want  to  be  in  a 
relationship  with  someone  as  boringly  por¬ 
trayed  as  Eddie  L.  Murphy’s  Wendell  —  un¬ 
less  it’s  for  his  body,  which  was  handsomely 
displayed  throughout  the  play.  (I’m  glad 
somebody  was  paying  attention  to  some¬ 
thing !).  Wendell  could  have  never  con¬ 
vinced  me  to  come  back  for  the  second 
night,  let  alone  forgive  him  for  not  calling 
for  three  days  the  way  his  woman  lover 
Simone  did. 

It’s  hard  to  tell  exactly  where  to  place  the 
blame  for  the  shortfalls  of  this  well-meaning 
effort.  But  I  do  think  West  needs  to  spend 
more  time  with  the  dialogue  of  the  male 
characters,  who  currently  have  none  of  the 
subtlety  she  lavishes  on  her  women.  With 
the  possible  exception  of  the  finely  acted 
Douglas  (Bryant  K.  Rolle)  who  combined  an 
informed  portrait  of  a  married  closet-case 
with  a  sense  of  comedic  timing,  all  the  male 
characters  have  lines  that  make  you  wonder 
if  they  care  if  you’re  listening. 

Before  It  Hits  Home  delivers  a  carefully 
crafted  inventory  of  AIDS-related  problems  in  the 
African-American  community.  Father 
screams  at  son  when  he  finds  out,  mother 
supports  him,  brother  freaks  out,  son  still 
loves  Dad  and  is  threatened  by  homophobic 
classmates,  woman  disappears  without 
knowing  she  might  be  positive,  Wendell  dies 
alone  and  in  controversy.  It’s  sad  and  it’s  all 
true.  But  it’s  just  a  summary,  not  the 
thoughtful  reflection  of,  say,  an  Isaac 
Julien.  I  commend  Cheryl  West,  the  pro¬ 
ducers,  director,  and  cast  of  Before  It  Hits 
Home  for  staging  a  play  that  will  certainly 
do  what  it  sees  as  its  most  important  job: 
education.  But  if  you  expect  a  theatrical  ex¬ 
perience  that  will  give  you  an  insight  into  the 
impact  of  AIDS  on  the  African-American 
community,  you  won’t  be  satisfied.  Gay 
African-American  men  in  particular  will 
have  to  wait  for  a  play  that  can  handle  the 
emotional  life  of  men  in  a  more  realistic  and 
dynamic  way.  □ 

Isaac  Jackson  is  a  graduate  student  at  MIT. 
His  poetry  is  published  in  Tongues  United: 
Five  Black  Gay  Poets. 


A  well-intentioned 
litany  of  woes 

Before  It  Hits  Home  addresses  AIDS  in  the  African- 
American  community,  without  depth,  complexity 


The  cast  of  ‘Before  It  Hits  Home’ 

fighting  on  with  an  increasingly  impossible 
dream  of  becoming  a  musician,  a  profession 
for  which  he  appears  to  have  no  special 
talent.  Why  should  we  relate  to  or  sym¬ 
pathize  with  this  protagonist?  West  seems  to 
think  we  will  simply  because  he  has  AIDS. 

Wendell  finally  does  take  charge  of  his 
health  by  the  end  of  the  first  act,  but  he  is 
still  portrayed  as  one-dimensional.  In  many 
scenes,  he  wanders  around  looking  lost, 
staring  into  space.  In  fact,  this  seems  to  be 
his  predominant  way  of  moving  through  the 

t 


world,  and  we  are  never  fully  let  inside  his 
psyche.  Why  does  this  man  make  a  folly  out 
of  his  life  and  the  lives  of  others?  Before  It 
Hits  Home  leaves  out  the  details  needed  to 
make  us  really  understand  Wendell. 

Making  this  failure  all  the  more  striking 
are  the  rich  performances  the  supporting 
characters  manage  to  produce.  Diane  A. 
Beckett  as  Reba,  the  mother,  and  Donna 
Hewitt-Didham,  as  her  best  friend  May- 
belle,  provide  the  emotional  center  for  the 
play.  Their  characters  and  characterizations 


Sink  your  teeth  into 

FOR-PLAY  1990 


An  erotic  calendar  for  lesbians 


Order  your  FOR-PLAY  now! 

$14.95  (price  includes  postage  &  handling) 
Please  send  check  or  money  order  to: 
Phantasia  Publications 
2  Vernon  St. 

Medford,  MA  02155 


FRIDAY  NIGHT  FREEBIES 
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OV  11,  8PM 


ISLAND  RECORDING  ARTIST 


ON  THE  DAY  THE  GAY  RIGHTS  BILL  PASSES 
INDIGO  WILL  OPEN  FOR  A  SPECIAL  CELEBRATION 
COME  JOIN  U.S!!! 


|| 823  Main  Street,  Cambridge,. MA  02  130  CB  1  7)  49 ~7- "7200 


INDIGO’s  Hours:  Thursday  4PM-2AM  (no  cover)  ■  Friday  4PM-SAM  >  Saturday  9PM-SAM 


BOSTON’S  ONLY  CLUB  FOR  WOMEN 


